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Iowa CrossRoads CLC Director’s Column: Clear Lake Trip

On a very hot, summer afternoon (Saturday, June 11 th), 11 members of the Iowa
CrossRoads Region of the CLC caravanned up to Clear Lake, Iowa for a tour of the
Surf Ballroom (of “the day the music died” fame), followed by lunch at the Anchor
Inn, and a leisurely lake cruise aboard the Lady of the Lake riverboat. Members in
attendance were Jim & Karen Pittman, Ed & Betty Sorenson, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Dean
& Vickie Stoltenberg, Nora Schlenker, Steve Muir, and myself (Steve Fox).
To many, the Surf Ballroom is an American Cultural icon, as well as an important
historical landmark. The original ballroom was located across the street from its
current location on the shores of Clear Lake. It officially opened in 1934 with a
$1.00 dance on a 90’ x 120’ hardwood-dance floor. The venue also featured a roof
garden for dancing outdoors, five lakeside windows and a boardwalk leading to
nearby docks. Tragedy struck the original ballroom in 1947, when fire destroyed
the building. Plans for its replacement were quickly underway and a new Surf
Ballroom was rebuilt across the street from the original location in what was the
original venue's parking lot. The current ballroom reopened in 1948 at a project
cost of approximately $350,000. The Surf Ballroom got its name (and motif) from
the desire of the original owners to create a ballroom that resembled an ocean
beach club. The murals on the back walls were hand-painted to depict pounding
surf, swaying palm trees, sailboats and lighthouses. A nice variety of bamboo and
rattan furnishings created an ambience of a south sea island. The stage is
surrounded by palm trees and the clouds projected overhead make it seem as if
you were dancing outside under the stars. In the 1930's and 40's, in order for a big
band to make its reputation nationally, it had to play the Surf. The likes of Count
Basie, Duke Ellington, and the Dorsey brothers all made regular stops at the Surf.
Back then, ballrooms played host to the primary form of entertainment – dancing!
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The 1950's saw the dawn of rock and roll, and the Surf Ballroom was quick to book
the hottest names in the business. Artists like the Everly Brothers, Roy Orbison,
Ricky Nelson, Little Richard, Jan and Dean, and Conway Twitty all took the stage
here. The Surf was one of the first ballrooms in the state to feature rock 'n roll,
and the big-name rock acts featured here made it a "must-play" venue on the
performance circuit. This was the case on February 2, 1959, when the famed
Winter Dance Party featuring Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, the Big Bopper, and
Dion ended in tragedy. It was this fateful show that made the most lasting mark
on this historic site. In the early 1970's through today, the Surf has brought in the
likes of Santana, REO Speedwagon, Kansas, Alice Cooper, the Doobie Brothers, BB
King, ZZ Top, Martina McBride, Lynryd Skynyrd and countless others.
Our day in Clear Lake concluded with a leisurely (although, hot) 90-minute cruise
around the lake aboard the Lady of the Lake riverboat. The Lady of the Lake is a
replica of an original 1850’s paddle-wheel style riverboat that once cruised the
Mississippi River in the pre-Civil War era. This particular riverboat has been
entertaining lake lovers with public cruises on Clear Lake since the 1930’s. See all
the great pics below and on the proceeding page that highlight this fine event!

Above (Left to Right): Iowa CrossRoads CLC members outside the Surf Ballroom
and in front of the Lady of the Lake riverboat. In the photo on the left, seated (left
to right) are Karen Pittman, Nora Schlenker, Vickie Stoltenberg, and Lori Dahl;
standing (left to right) are Dean Stoltenberg, Jim Pittman, Lyle Dahl, Ed Sorenson,
Steve Muir and Betty Sorenson.
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Above (L to R): Surf Ballroom Dining Area, Dance Floor, and Autograph Room.

Above (L to R): Surf Memorabilia Room, Surf Front Entrance and Historical Plaque.

Above (L to R): Famous Street Corner, Floral Lamp Post, and Shoreline Walkway.

Above (L to R): Lady of the Lake Riverboat, Paddle Wheel, and Maritime Compass.
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Iowa CrossRoads CLC Director’s Column: Ice Cream Social

On a beautiful Sunday (June 26) afternoon, ten members of the Iowa Crossroads
CLC took their annual trek down to the historical Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream
Social. Members displayed their classic cars on the house grounds and enjoyed
homemade ice cream, pie, lemonade and each other’s company as they listened to
the 1920 Dixieland trio and toured this historical 1904 mansion that now serves as
home to the Urbandale Historical Society. Members in attendance included Jim &
Karen Pittman, Ed & Betty Sorenson, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Maurine Edmond, Nora
Schlenker, Jim Galinsky, and myself (Steve Fox). Guests included Bill German (from
the Des Moines Region AACA) and the Del Smith family (friends of Steve).

Jim G’s ‘47 Cadillac Conv., Steve’s ‘54 Buick Century, Jim & Karen’s ’56 Cad Derham.

Bill’s ‘60 Plymouth Conv., Maurine’s ’75 Olds Conv., Lyle & Lori’s ’95 Sedan Deville.
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Iowa Crossroads CLC Events Calendar for 2016
Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to a “lucky” 13 scheduled touring
events in 2016 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed below are
subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail finalized
plans for each event, but please … place these fine events on your calendar straight away!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as to better
enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to break with that
restful tradition in 2016!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Day Luncheon to honor the ladies of our club
was held at the Tulip Tea Room in Pella, Iowa on Saturday, February 13, 2016. Twelve club
members gathered at this fine historic, mission-style tea room at 1 p.m. Excluding travel time,
this was a 1-2 hour social event.
March: On Saturday, March 12, 11 club members met in Clarion, Iowa to tour one of the
finest tractor collections in the U. S. at the Heartland Museum following a hearty lunch at the
rustic Fuel Restaurant. This event was recommended by fellow club member, Nora Schlenker.
April: The touring event for April was one that was shared on a national level as six Iowa
CrossRoads club members traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada to participate in the 2016 Cadillac &
LaSalle Club Grand National from April 10-16, 2016. The host hotel for this event was the
Suncoast Hotel & Casino. The event was amazing, as tours to the Mob Museum, Fremont
Street Experience, the Las Vegas Strip, the Valley of Fire State Park, and a variety of classic
car collections and associated memorabilia were pre-arranged by our host, the Las Vegas
Region of the CLC. Not to mention the spectacular show field of 99 Cadillacs and LaSalles!
May: A joint gathering of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC and the Iowa Hawkeye Chapters of the
Buick Club of America and Studebaker Club of America took place at the farmstead of Gene &
Betty Upstill in Gilbert, Iowa on Sunday, May 15, 2016. Twenty-one members of the Iowa
CrossRoads CLC joined 120 other car enthusiasts for this fun-filled event. This event came as a
special invitation by new club member and fellow car enthusiast, Mr. Gene Upstill.
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Mid-June: Eleven club members enjoyed this surf and turf touring event that was held in Clear
Lake, Iowa on Saturday, June 11, 2016. In the morning, club members cruised up to Clear Lake
to take in a tour of the Surf Ballroom & Museum, followed by lunch and a 90-minute,
leisurely-afternoon cruise around Clear Lake aboard the popular Lady of the Lake riverboat.
This was an all-day touring event proposed by fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl.
Late-June: Ten club members participated in our traditional annual classic-car show ‘n shine
that was held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House. Club members
showed off their magnificent automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie
and ice cream social that featured an old-fashioned Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904
historical Olmsted-Urban House.
July: On Saturday, July 16, 2016, club members will be heading east to Bettendorf, Iowa to
tour the show field of the national Pontiac-Oakland Club Convention, which happens to be in
eastern Iowa this year. Interested club members travelling from central Iowa will meet early
in Newton for the trip east. Once in Bettendorf, we will stop for lunch at the host hotel (Isle
Casino) followed by a tour of the convention’s massive show field, which is free of charge
according to the national Pontiac-Oakland Club. This will be an all-day touring event, so stay
as long as you like! This event was proposed by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
August: On Saturday, August 27, 2016, club members will be heading west for a weekend trip
to Nebraska City, Nebraska (just over the state line in SW Iowa). Overnight accommodations
will be provided by Lied Lodge & Conference Center at the special rate of $119 per night plus
tax. Lodge reservations will be made independently, with a free-cancellation policy until 24hours before our scheduled arrival. To reserve your room, call Robin, Lied Lodge Reservation
Manager, at (402) 873-8728. When making your reservation, be sure to mention that you are
with Steve Fox and the Iowa CrossRoads CLC to secure the special rate. Weekend touring
events to choose from will include the Arbor Day Farm & Mansion, the Missouri River Basin
Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center, Kimmel Orchard & Vineyard, the Kregel Windmill
Museum, and the Nebraska City Museum of Firefighting, not to mention touring all the great
antique shops and a visit to a rather extraordinary cemetery (proposed by club member, Russ
Bees). This will be an overnight weekend event, returning on Sunday, August 28, 2016. This
weekend event was proposed by regional club director, Steve Fox.
Mid-September: Many club members enjoy participating in the fabulous Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance, an annual celebration promoting the art and design of the automobile.
This year’s event will be held on the weekend of September 10-11, 2016. Exhibitors are
invited to attend a driving event and exhibitor banquet in the Des Moines area on Saturday,
September 10th, and will be displaying their fine automobiles at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park
in downtown Des Moines the following day on Sunday, September 11 th . Iowa CrossRoads club
members Steve Fox, Jim Caffrey, and Brian Sipma will be heading up the Collectibles Class
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(1955-1966) for this year’s event, so don’t miss out! For more information on how to
participate in this fine automotive event that is quickly becoming an Iowa tradition, see the
Concours web site at: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is a weekend touring event
for exhibitors and a 2-3 hour event for patrons.
Late-September: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival will occur at the Gilmore
Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan on the weekend of September 23-25, 2016. This is
an annual weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac &
LaSalle Club. For more informational updates on this fine event, refer to the CLCMRC web
page at: http://www.cadillaclasallemuseum.org. We hope to make this a recurring biennial
event for the Iowa CrossRoads regional membership.
October: On Saturday, October 15, 2016, club members will enjoy our traditional autumn
touring event to take in the fall colors and a bit of homespun Americana in Amana, Iowa once
again this year. A home-cooked meal will be served up at one of the popular German-fare
restaurants in Amana, as we enjoy the company of other club members. A tour of historic
Amana’s antique malls, woolen mills, candy shops, beer gardens, and wine cellars will occur
after lunch on this fine, colorful October afternoon. This is a traditional, biennial, 4-5 hour
touring event for our club that you are sure to enjoy!
November: A nice lunch followed by a tour of the National Czech & Slovak Museum and
Library in Cedar Rapids, Iowa is on tap for Saturday, November 12, 2016. The location of the
luncheon beforehand has yet to be determined. Admission to the museum and library is $10.
Excluding travel time, this will be a 3-4 hour combined event. This event was proposed by
fellow club members, Dave and Karen Kroeger.
December: Save your appetite and exercise your holiday spirit by attending our annual
Christmas celebration at noon on Saturday, December 10, 2016. This year, our annual
Christmas/Holiday gathering will start with a festive luncheon and optional grab-bag gift
exchange at Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse at their new location (550 Bass Pro Drive) in Altoona,
Iowa. Following this enjoyable holiday gathering, interested club members can begin to
complete that Christmas shopping list by enjoying the ultimate Western-style shopping
experience at nearby Bass Pro Shops, directly across the street from the restaurant. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 2-3 hour combined holiday event.
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be directed to
our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be reached by phone at (515)
491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com. Please forward any complaints to
comrade Vladimir Vladivostok, last seen trying to escape from a gulag somewhere outside
Yakutsk, Siberia!

Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A GREAT LUNCHEON AND TOUR OF THE SHOWFIELD AT
THIS YEAR’S PONTIAC-OAKLAND CLUB CONVENTION IN BETTENDORF!

July Touring Event: Iowa CrossRoads CLC members will be travelling eastward to
Bettendorf to dine and tour the automotive show field of the 2016 PontiacOakland Club International Convention. Club members interested in the event
will meet on the east side of the Jasper County Courthouse (located at 101 1 st
Street North in Newton) at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, July 16, 2016. From there, we
will caravan eastward to Bettendorf.
Lunch: Once arriving in Bettendorf (expected arrival time of 11:30 a.m.), we will
dine at the Farmer’s Pick Buffet at the Isle Casino Hotel (located at 1777 Isle
Parkway in Bettendorf, phone 800-843-4753). The lunch buffer is priced at $14
per person. We will have a short meeting during lunch to discuss the details of our
overnight trip to Nebraska City, Nebraska on the weekend of August 27-28, 2016.
Showfield: After lunch, club members will tour the automotive show field at the
POCI Popular Vote Car Show (located in the west parking lot of the Isle Casino
Hotel). The show field is free to tour and is open until 4 p.m. Bring your cameras!
Dinner: After touring the show field, club members plan to gather for a light
dinner and drink at Keller’s Express (located inside the Isle Casino Hotel). We plan
to meet for dinner at 4 p.m., so that members can be on their way home by 5 p.m.
Note: Since the lunch and dinner restaurants do not require reservations, there is
no need to R.S.V.P. for this event. However, if you plan to caravan with the club
eastward to Bettendorf from the Jasper County Courthouse Square in Newton, it
will be helpful to know that you plan on joining us, so that we know to wait for
you. In any event, the club plans to depart from Newton no later than 8:40 a.m.
Looking forward to seeing you all there!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members:
Eric Anderson (July 8)
Maurine Edmond (July 26)
Happy Anniversary to Members:
No anniversaries to report in July.
Please be sure to let us know if we
missed someone!
Get-Well Update: Fellow club members Dean
Stoltenberg, David Twombley, and Jim
Pittman are still recovering nicely from
recent surgeries. If you know of any club
members who are ill, having surgery, or
recovering from a recent surgery or illness,
please let us know so we can wish them well

Iowa CrossRoads CLC
members (left to right)
at the Olmsted House:
Jim Galinsky, Ed &
Betty Sorenson, Lori &
Lyle Dahl, Bill German
(from AACA), Steve
Fox, Nora Schlenker,
Karen & Jim Pittman,
and Maurine Edmond.
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen
Pittman – Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street,
Urbandale, Iowa 50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February
15th of the calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and
your regional membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to
when your national dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as
this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _______________________
Name: ________________________
Address: ____________________________
City: ___________________

State: ________

Home Phone: _______________

Zip Code: ________

Work Phone: _______________

Cell Phone: ________________

E-Mail Address: ___________________

Spouse’s Name: _________________
Your Birthday: ________________

Anniversary: _________________
Spouse’s Birthday: ______________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: _________

Make: __________________

Model: ________________

Body Style: ___________________
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