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Iowa CrossRoads CLC Director’s Column
On the weekend of August 27-28, 2016, ten members of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC
met for an overnight trip to visit the various sights of Nebraska’s oldest town,
Nebraska City. Members attending this fun-filled trip were Jim & Karen Pittman,
Lyle & Lori Dahl, Marj & Russ Bess, Nora Schlenker, Myself (Steve Fox) and our
newest members, Dick & Sue Boswell from Lincoln, Nebraska (who we welcome
aboard with great enthusiasm)!
After meeting for a hearty lunch at the Apple Barrel Restaurant in Percival, Iowa,
club members crossed the Missouri River to tour the Missouri River Basin Lewis &
Clark Interpretive Center. This beautiful 12,000 square foot museum was full of
historical artifacts including replicas of the two boats Lewis & Clark and their 33man crew used to sail the Missouri, Snake and Columbia rivers during their 2-year
trek west from 1804-1806; replicas of all the equipment and supplies used on the
journey; taxidermic examples of elk, brown bear, grizzly bear, buffalo and beaver;
a 30-minute film highlighting the Lewis & Clark Expedition; and a gorgeous, unobstructed view of the Missouri River as it would have appeared over 200 years ago.
By mid-afternoon, we ventured into the heart of Nebraska City to tour the Kregel
Windmill Factory Museum. The original Kregel Windmill Factory opened in 1879,
across the street from its current museum location. In 1902, the Factory was
expanded and a larger building (now housing the museum) was built to
accommodate the greater need for windmills. The factory remained in operation
until 1991, when it was converted into a museum where the original equipment
and components remained as exhibits. The museum houses thousands of exhibits
and has several computer kiosks set up for visitors to learn about how each piece
of equipment was used in the production of quality windmills for the area.
The real treat of the afternoon lied one block to the east at the Nebraska City
Museum of Firefighting. For the best $3 you’ll ever spend, we received a guided
tour of Nebraska’s oldest fire department. Beginning in 1856, when Nebraska was
still a territory, this fire department opened its doors by protecting its citizens with
state-of-the-art fire-fighting equipment of the day. This great museum housed
several people-drawn fire steamers, horse-drawn hose carts, three fire engines
dating back to 1926, 1938 and 1983; and many original firefighter artifacts and
uniforms dating as far back as 1856. This museum was definitely a great find!
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By late afternoon, we were happy to move onto our accommodations at Lied
Lodge & Conference Center. This very rustic, 144-room lodge lies in the hills above
the beautiful apple orchids of Arbor Day Farm, and comes equipped with a fullservice restaurant, bar, library, pool and spa. After checking in, we highlighted the
evening by having a great dinner (with drinks provided by the club) at Lied’s
Timber Dining Room. Everyone had a great time discussing club events, old cars,
and uplifting family news (all great passions of ours). The rustic ambiance was
filled with live piano music from the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s as tunes from the great
Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Harry James and Benny Goodman filled the room. It
was a memorable time that was missed by so many of our regional club members.
The next morning we gathered for a great breakfast at our reserved dining table
where we were, once again, serenaded by live piano music from the greats of the
big-band era. After breakfast we ventured to the Arbor Day Farm where we
toured the Apple Shoppe, Tree Adventure Museum and rode the Discovery Ride
through the apple orchids. We even got to pick our own apples! Afterward, we
toured the 52-room Arbor Lodge State Historical Mansion, home of J. Sterling
Morton (who founded the first Arbor Day in 1872 by planting a million trees along
the Missouri River Valley). Construction of the home began in 1855 as a simple 4room cottage. From 1860 to 1903, the house was expanded several times and
porticos were added until its present 52-room stately manor. After Morton’s death
in 1902, his eldest son Joy Morton (founder of the Morton Salt Company) took
possession of the estate and eventually donated it to the State of Nebraska. The
home was added to the National Registry of Historic Places in 1969.
Our final two stops on the trip were to visit the unique Wyuka Cemetery, where J.
Sterling Morton and several members of his family are laid to rest and to visit the
Mayhew Cabin & John Brown Cave Historical Site. Built in 1855, the Mayhew
Cabin and the John Brown Cave (built beneath it) were used as part of the
Nebraska Underground Railroad to hide escaping southern slaves attempting to
travel north through Missouri and into Iowa. Unfortunately, we were unable to
tour the cabin and cave due to the deluge of rain that seemed to appear from
nowhere. The streets of Nebraska City quickly turned into streams of flowing
water, as we scrambled to head east into Iowa before getting swept away by the
current. We finished our tour together by gathering for dinner at the Apple Barrel
Restaurant before heading home. All in all, it was a fabulous, fun-filled event!
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Above: Club members in front of and manning an oar at the Lewis & Clark Center.

Above: Inside the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center and view of the Missouri River.

Above: Club members at the Nebraska City Firefighter’s Museum and Lied Lodge.
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Above: Outside and inside the Kregel Windmill Factory Museum in Nebraska City.

Above (L to R): Firefighter’s Museum Fire Bell, 1884 Fire Steamer & 1926 Fire Truck.

Above (L to R): 1938 Fire Department Logo, Front and Back Views of Lied Lodge.

Above (L to R): Lied Lodge Conference Lobby, Sitting Area and Timber Dining Room.
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Above (L to R): Tree Adventure, Ripe Apples, and 1928 Tractor in the Apple Orchard

Above (L to R): 1903 Arbor Day Mansion, Grand Staircase, and Arbor Day Parlor.

Above (L to R): J. Sterling Morton Dining Room, Billiard Room, and Bedroom.

Above (L to R): Second Floor Hallway, Mayhew Cabin, Wyuka Cemetery Gravesite.
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

September 2016

Iowa Crossroads CLC Events Calendar for 2016
Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to a “lucky” 13 scheduled touring
events in 2016 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed below are
subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail finalized
plans for each event, but please … place these fine events on your calendar straight away!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as to better
enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to break with that
restful tradition in 2016!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Day Luncheon to honor the ladies of our club
was held at the Tulip Tea Room in Pella, Iowa on Saturday, February 13, 2016. Twelve club
members gathered at this fine historic, mission-style tea room at 1 p.m. Excluding travel time,
this was a 1-2 hour social event.
March: On Saturday, March 12, 11 club members met in Clarion, Iowa to tour one of the finest
tractor collections in the U. S. at the Heartland Museum following a hearty lunch at the rustic
Fuel Restaurant. This event was recommended by fellow club member, Nora Schlenker.
April: The touring event for April was one that was shared on a national level as six Iowa
CrossRoads club members traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada to participate in the 2016 Cadillac &
LaSalle Club Grand National from April 10-16, 2016. The host hotel for this event was the
Suncoast Hotel & Casino. The event was amazing, as tours to the Mob Museum, Fremont
Street Experience, the Las Vegas Strip, the Valley of Fire State Park, and a variety of classic
car collections and associated memorabilia were pre-arranged by our host, the Las Vegas
Region of the CLC. Not to mention the spectacular show field of 99 Cadillacs and LaSalles!
May: A joint gathering of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC and the Iowa Hawkeye Chapters of the
Buick Club of America and Studebaker Club of America took place at the farmstead of Gene &
Betty Upstill in Gilbert, Iowa on Sunday, May 15, 2016. Twenty-one members of the Iowa
CrossRoads CLC joined 120 other car enthusiasts for this fun-filled event. This event came as a
special invitation by new club member and fellow car enthusiast, Mr. Gene Upstill.
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Mid-June: Eleven club members enjoyed this surf and turf touring event that was held in Clear
Lake, Iowa on Saturday, June 11, 2016. In the morning, club members cruised up to Clear Lake
to take in a tour of the Surf Ballroom & Museum, followed by lunch and a 90-minute,
leisurely-afternoon cruise around Clear Lake aboard the popular Lady of the Lake riverboat.
This was an all-day touring event proposed by fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl.
Late-June: On Sunday, June 26, 2016, ten club members participated in our traditional annual
classic-car show ‘n shine that was held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open
House. Club members showed off their magnificent automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s
style homemade pie and ice cream social that featured an old-fashioned Dixieland band trio
and a tour of the 1904 historical Olmsted-Urban House.
July: On Saturday, July 16, 2016, seven club members met in Bettendorf, Iowa to dine at the
Isle Casino Hotel and tour the show field of the national Pontiac-Oakland Club Convention.
This was an all-day touring event proposed by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
August: On Saturday, August 27, 2016, ten club members headed west for a fantastic weekend
trip to Nebraska City, Nebraska (just over the state line in SW Iowa). Overnight
accommodations were provided by Lied Lodge & Conference Center. Weekend touring events
included the Missouri River Basin Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center, the Kregel Windmill
Factory Museum, the Nebraska City Museum of Firefighting, Arbor Day Farm & Mansion,
Mayhew Cabin and Wyuka Cemetery. Club members gathered for a fabulous dinner and
breakfast brunch at the Timber Dining Room in Lied Lodge, while being serenaded with live
piano music from the greats of the big-band era. An exceptionally good time was had by all.
This weekend event was proposed by regional club director, Steve Fox.
Mid-September: Many club members enjoy participating in the fabulous Des Moines Concours
d’Elegance, an annual celebration promoting the art and design of the automobile. This year’s
event will be held on the weekend of September 10-11, 2016. Exhibitors are invited to attend
a driving event and exhibitor banquet in the Des Moines area on Saturday, September 10 th,
and will be displaying their fine automobiles at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown
Des Moines the following day on Sunday, September 11 th. Iowa CrossRoads club members Jim
Pittman, Steve Fox and Jim Caffrey will be heading up some of the classes for this year’s event,
so don’t miss out! For more information on how to participate in this fine automotive event
that is quickly becoming an Iowa tradition, see the Concours web site at:
http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is a weekend touring event for exhibitors and a 2-3
hour event for patrons.
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Late-September: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival will occur at the Gilmore
Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan on the weekend of September 23-25, 2016. This is
an annual weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac &
LaSalle Club. For more informational updates on this fine event, refer to the CLCMRC web
page at: http://www.cadillaclasallemuseum.org. We hope to make this a recurring biennial
event for the Iowa CrossRoads regional membership.
October: On Saturday, October 8, 2016 (NOTE: date change), club members will enjoy our
traditional autumn touring event to take in the fall colors and a bit of homespun Americana in
Amana, Iowa once again this year. A home-cooked meal will be served up at one of the
popular German-fare restaurants in Amana, as we enjoy the company of other club members.
A tour of historic Amana’s antique malls, woolen mills, candy shops, beer gardens, and wine
cellars will occur after lunch on this fine, colorful October afternoon. This is a traditional,
biennial, 4-5 hour touring event for our club that you are sure to enjoy!
November: A nice lunch followed by a tour of the National Czech & Slovak Museum and
Library in Cedar Rapids, Iowa is on tap for Saturday, November 12, 2016. The location of the
luncheon beforehand has yet to be determined. Admission to the museum and library is $10.
Excluding travel time, this will be a 3-4 hour combined event. This event was proposed by
fellow club members, Dave and Karen Kroeger.
December: Save your appetite and exercise your holiday spirit by attending our annual
Christmas celebration at noon on Saturday, December 10, 2016. This year, our annual
Christmas/Holiday gathering will start with a festive luncheon and optional grab-bag gift
exchange at Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse at their new location (550 Bass Pro Drive) in Altoona,
Iowa. Following this enjoyable holiday gathering, interested club members can begin to
complete that Christmas shopping list by enjoying the ultimate Western-style shopping
experience at nearby Bass Pro Shops, directly across the street from the restaurant. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 2-3 hour combined holiday event.
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be directed to
our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be reached by phone at (515)
491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com. Please forward any complaints to
comrade Vladimir Vladivostok, last seen trying to escape from a gulag somewhere outside
Yakutsk, Siberia!

Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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JOIN US FOR THE DES MOINES CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE AT
PAPPAJOHN SCULPTURE PARK IN DOWNTOWN DES MOINES!

IOWA CROSSROADS CLC SEPTEMBER TOURING EVENT
Event: The Des Moines Concours d’Elegance is a premier automotive exhibition to
be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, September 11, 2016 in downtown Des
Moines on closed streets surrounding the internationally recognized John and
Mary Pappajohn Sculpture Park that features 27 works of art by 21 of the world’s
most celebrated sculptors. The Des Moines Concours is a community event, open
to the public at no charge. The Concours will present an invitation-only exhibition
of more than 160 vintage and classic motor vehicles, selected to celebrate the fine
art, design evolution, and amazing innovations of motor vehicles through the
years, as well as the talented designers and engineers that created them.
The 14 classes for this year’s event include Antique Brass & Nickel Automobiles
(1899-1916), BMW, Cadillac (headed up by our own Jim Pittman), Classic Cars
(1917-42), Competition Class, Exotics, Highway Patrol, Hudson, Motorcycles,
Pickups, Post-War Collectible Cars (1946-54), Preservation Class, Remembrance
911 Vehicles, and Space-Age Collectibles (1955-72), headed up by Steve Fox & Jim
Caffrey. There will also be a GM Futurliner (shown above) in attendance … only 1
of 6 restored Futurliners left in existence. Those members who were invited to
exhibit cars at this event will attend an evening dinner and reception at the
Wellmark Building in Des Moines on Saturday, September 10. A driving tour is also
available earlier in the day for those who are interested. For more information, see
their website at www.desmoinesconcours.com. Note: Although many Iowa
CrossRoads members are attending this event, there will be no organized group
meeting for our members. Therefore, attendance will be on your own schedule.
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CADILLAC-LaSALLE CLUB MUSEUM’S FALL FESTIVAL!
As a recent addition to the Gilmore Car Museum in fall 2014, the
Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum & Research Center (CLCMRC) will
host their third annual National Meet at the Cadillac & LaSalle Fall
Festival in Hickory Corners, Michigan, drawing literally hundreds
of Cadillac and LaSalle enthusiasts and their beloved automobiles!
They will also have a mortgage burning ceremony during the Fall
Festival to commemorate the ability of the CLC to pay off the
mortgage on the existing CLCMRC building.
When: September 23-25, 2016
Where: Gilmore Car Museum, 6865 W Hickory Road, Hickory
Corners, MI 49060 • 269-671-5089
General Admission: $13 per adult, $10 per youth (ages 7-17),
children 6 & under are FREE. Includes all museum exhibits at
no extra charge. It will be the best $13 you’ll ever spend!

Above: On the grounds of the Gilmore Car Museum!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members:
Karen Repp (September 19)
Ed Sorenson (September 27)
Patrick Benoit (September 29)
Happy Anniversary to Members:
Lyle & Lori Dahl (September 11)

A Big Iowa CrossRoads
Welcome to New Members:
Dick & Sue Boswell
(from Lincoln, Nebraska)
A Notice from Jim and Karen Pittman to all Iowa CrossRoads Members:
We just returned from a really fun weekend in Nebraska City in spite of one
bum knee. It is unfortunate that our group was so small, after Steve had
planned two jam packed days of activities. As members of the region, we feel
like we should try to attend as many activities throughout the year as
possible. Steve works very hard to plan an entire year by January. This gives
us time to get them on our calendar and we can make our plans accordingly.
We think it is important for the region to have active members and not just
“card holders”. We encourage you to try your best to attend as many
activities as possible; however, we know there are times when we all have
conflicts that cannot be prevented. Also, we are aware that some of you have
health issues that make it impossible to attend and we still value your
membership very much. Going forward we hope you will be able to join in on
the fun and show Steve how much you appreciate his effort. We look forward
to seeing you soon.
Jim and Karen Pittman
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen
Pittman – Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street,
Urbandale, Iowa 50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February
15th of the calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and
your regional membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to
when your national dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as
this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _______________________
Name: ________________________
Address: ____________________________
City: ___________________

State: ________

Home Phone: _______________

Zip Code: ________

Work Phone: _______________

Cell Phone: ________________

E-Mail Address: ___________________

Spouse’s Name: _________________
Your Birthday: ________________

Anniversary: _________________
Spouse’s Birthday: ______________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: _________

Make: __________________

Model: ________________

Body Style: ___________________
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