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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a warm February afternoon (well, warm for February 11 th anyway), 13
members of the Iowa CrossRoads Region (and one guest) gathered for our annual
Valentine’s luncheon to honor the ladies of our club at the Lemon Tree Teahouse
and Restaurant in Newton. Club members in attendance included Jim and Karen
Pittman, Dean and Vickie Stoltenberg, Marj and Russ Bees, Paul and Linda Wold,
Nora Schlenker (with her son, Rick), Jim Caffrey, Jeff Tremmel (who attended his
first event with our regional club … welcome, Jeff), Steve Muir and myself, Steve
Fox. Lyle and Lori Dahl had planned to attend, but had to cancel due to illness. We
all wish them a speedy recovery.
To begin, the 14 of us were seated in the main dining room of this 1906 remodeled
home at two tables, one seating 10 of us, the other seating four. The dining room
was nicely decorated with Victorian lace tablecloths and a quaint fireplace angled
in the corner of the room. The “atmosphere” was very nice and of the period.
Shortly after being seated, we welcomed our newest club member (Jeff Tremmel)
into the fold and had a brief meeting to discuss some changes in the 2017
Calendar of Regional Club Events, as well as a Treasurer’s Report and Membership
Update (presented by Karen) and a National Report (presented by Jim Pittman).
The minutes of these discussions are detailed later in this newsletter. After the
meeting, club members were greeted with scones and a choice of coffee, tea or
water. For the main course, we were offered a choice of chicken salad or hot ham
and cheese on a homemade roll, along with a bowl of hot bacon and potato soup.
For dessert, our hostess (Megan) and her staff prepared homemade blueberry and
cranberry rolls with glazed frosting. The food was nicely prepared and very tasty.
The service we received was equally fine.
After lunch, Karen passed around a “Get Well” card for Betty Upstill, who recently
had back surgery to help correct the curvature in her spine and is beginning her
recovery at home. We all signed the card and wished her a speedy and painless
recovery. We all hope to see Betty and her husband Gene at future club events
very soon. Then, courtesy of the Iowa CrossRoads Regional Club, Karen distributed
beautiful yellow-rose bouquets to all the ladies and chocolate candies to everyone
in attendance. Many thanks to Karen for this! It was a very nice touch and a fitting
end to a joyous occasion!
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Above: Back Row (L to R): Dean Stoltenberg, Jim Pittman, Jim Caffrey, Jeff Tremmel,
Steve Muir, Russ Bees, Rick Massure & Paul Wold. Front Row (L to R): Steve Fox,
Karen Pittman, Vickie Stoltenberg, Marj Bees, Nora Schlnker & Linda Wold. Below:
Our happy group seated at our Valentine’s luncheon in the Lemon Tree Teahouse!
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Above (L to R): The Lemon Tree Teahouse in Newton; and our hostess, Megan.

Above (L to R): The Lemon Tree Teahouse Sitting Room and Main Dining Room.

Above: Jim Caffrey’s new 1982, yellow-on-yellow Cadillac Coupe de Ville that he just
recently purchased from California!
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Minutes of the
February
Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held directly before
our Valentine’s luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton,
Iowa on Saturday, February 11, 2017. In attendance were Jim & Karen Pittman,
Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Marj & Russ Bees, Paul & Linda Wold, Nora Schlenker
(with her son, Rick Massure), Jim Caffrey, Jeff Tremmel, Steve Muir and Steve Fox.
Treasurer’s Report: Karen Pittman presented the current Treasurer’s Report to
those in attendance. Currently, the club has $900 remaining in its checking account.
This includes the $60 spent on Valentine’s event flowers and candy distributed to
club members at the luncheon.
Membership Report: Karen reported the 27 Iowa CrossRoads paid memberships
have already renewed for the 2017 calendar year. Including auxiliary members
(spouses), our membership now stands at 41. We expect this to increase over the
next few weeks.
National CLC Report: Jim Pittman reported that long-time National CLC member
Gary Nelson has passed away at the age of 69. Our thoughts and prayers go out to
his family at this difficult time. Jim also mentioned that a national CLC judging
seminar will take place in Chicago, Illinois on Saturday, February 25 and that the
Winter Board Meeting will take place in Albuquerque, New Mexico in early March.
Jim mentioned that he does not plan to attend this year’s Winter Board Meeting.
CLC’s 2017 Grand National: This year’s CLC Grand National will take place in
Washington, DC from July 31 through August 5, 2017. So far, the only Iowa Cross
Roads member that plans to attend is Jim Caffrey, though that may change.
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Minutes of the February Meeting (continued):
2017 Iowa CrossRoads Touring Events
Spring Antique Adventure in Walnut, Iowa. Club members from eastern and
central Iowa will meet at the office of Pittman & Company in Urbandale for the trip
westward. Arrangements have been made with Robert’s Bakery Treats &
Treasures in Walnut to serve us lunch, followed by a fun-filled afternoon of
antiquing.
Weekend touring event to Lake Okoboji. Weekend attractions will include
the Okokoji Classic Cars Museum, Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection, Iowa Great Lakes
Maritime Museum and, hopefully, a lake cruise aboard the Queen Riverboat.
Arrangements have been made for our club to stay at the Oakwood Inn, a beautiful
bed and breakfast with a "Top Hotel" 5.0/5 "exceptional" rating on Expedia. I
arranged with the owner to put aside 9 rooms at the special group rate of $119 per
night plus tax. Among the 9 rooms are 5 rooms with king-size beds with whirlpool,
2 rooms with double queen-sized beds with whirlpool, and 2 rooms with a standard
queen-sized bed, each for only $119 per night. All rooms come with a free full
breakfast. Book your room early, so that you can receive your choice of rooms. This
special rate, exclusively for our club, will be held only until Friday, March 31,
2017. To place your reservation at the special rate of $119 plus tax , call Bridget at
(712) 332-8057 and tell her that you are wanting to reserve a room placed under
the name of Steven Fox, Iowa CrossRoads Cadillac & LaSalle Club. You can cancel
up to 24 hours prior to arrival without penalty, so don’t delay!
Due to the fact that, this year, no car show will be held at the Scandinavian Days
Event (in Story City), we will not be participating. Instead, fellow club member Dean
Stoltenberg proposed that we plan to attend the ATHS National Truck Show at the
Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines on Saturday, May 27, 2017. Daily gate
admission for spectators is $10 per person. Thanks, Dean, for this great idea!
Finally, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny Diner at 1 p.m.
on Saturday, December 2, 2017. Lyle and Lori Dahl dine there often and have
arranged a private dining room for us on that date. Many thanks to Lyle and Lori for
making these arrangements for our club!
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 15 scheduled touring
events in 2017 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed
below are subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year
that detail finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and
locations. Please place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2017!
February: This year, 13 members and one guest attended our traditional Valentine
Luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton, Iowa on
Saturday, February 11, 2017. This event is an annual regional club event to honor
the ladies of our club!
March: Club members will meet for lunch at Gramma’s Kitchen in Walcott, Iowa,
followed by a tour the Iowa-80 Trucking Museum. Excluding travel time, this will
be a 3-hour touring event. This event was proposed by fellow club members, Dean
and Vickie Stoltenberg.
April: Our touring event for April will be lunch at Robert’s Bakery Treats and
Treasures, followed by a Spring Antiquing Adventure in Walnut, Iowa. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This event was proposed by fellow
club member, Nora Schlenker.
Mid-May: Our weekend touring event in May will be an overnight event up at Lake
Okoboji in beautiful NW Iowa. Weekend attractions include the Okoboji Classic
Cars Museum & Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection in Milford, Iowa Great Lakes Maritime
Museum in Arnold’s Park, and (hopefully) a tour of Lake Okoboji on the Queen II
Riverboat. This weekend event will include dinner at the Gingham Inn followed by
an overnight stay at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast (see details on previous
page). This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, Jim
Caffrey, and Jim & Karen Pittman.
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Late-May: Interested club members will be attending the ATHS National Truck
Show at the Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines. Excluding travel time, this will
be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event was proposed by fellow club
member, Dean Stoltenberg.
June: Club members will participate in our traditional, annual classic-car show ‘n
shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House. Club
members will show off their magnificent automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s
style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an old-fashioned Dixieland
band trio and a tour of the 1904 historical Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel
time, this will be a 2-3 hour social event.
July: Our July touring adventure will be a trip out to Adams County in SW Iowa.
Attractions on tap for this event will include lunch and tours of Johnny Carson’s
Birthplace, the Corning Opera House and R&S Collectibles Showroom. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 4-5 hour touring event. This touring event was proposed
by our membership chair, Karen Pittman.
Early-August: This year, the CLC Grand National is hosted by the Potomac Region
and will take place in Washington, D.C. If you have never attended a CLC Grand
National, you don’t know what you are missing. They are fabulous! For more
information on this fine national event, please see their website at
http://www.vfrclc.org/2017gn.html.
Mid-August: Iowa CrossRoads club members have been invited to tour the show
field of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet to be held on the
grounds of the Isle Casino Hotel in Bettendorf. Excluding travel time, but including
lunch at the casino, this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event was
proposed by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event on
Saturday morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in
downtown Des Moines that evening. A display of fine automobiles will line the
streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. More
information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
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Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan. This is an annual weekend touring event
hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Our fall weekend getaway will be at the House on the Rock and Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin House in Spring Green, Wisconsin. We will leave central
Iowa early Saturday morning, stopping for lunch in Dubuque before crossing the
mighty Mississippi into SW Wisconsin. Plans are to tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Taliesin Estate Saturday afternoon and the House on the Rock Sunday morning.
Tickets for both tours are approximately $100 per person. Accommodations will
probably be provided by the House on the Rock Inn or Resort. This is a complete
weekend touring event. This weekend touring event was proposed by our regional
director, Steve Fox, and was voted on by the Iowa CrossRoads regional membership
… winning out over other listed destinations.
November: For November, we plan to tour the Kinze Innovation Center and the
Kinze Factory in Williamsburg, Iowa. Since the factory tours are only available
Mondays through Thursdays, this will be a weekday touring event. Excluding travel
time, but including lunch, this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event
was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox, and comes recommended by
fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
December: This year, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa. Fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl dine here often and
have arranged a private dining room for our Christmas luncheon. This is an annual
Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event. Many thanks goes out to Lyle and Lori
for making these arrangements for us!
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Please forward any complaints to comrade Vladimir Vladivostok, last seen trying to
escape from a gulag somewhere outside Yakutsk, Siberia!
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC MARCH TOURING
EVENT TO THE IOWA-80 TRUCKING MUSEUM IN WALCOTT, IOWA!

March Touring Event: This year’s March touring event will include travelling to
Walcott, Iowa (exit 284 off of Interstate 80). Interested club members from central
Iowa and westward will meet at McDonald’s Restaurant, located at 3215
Adventureland Drive (across the street from the Adventureland Inn) in Altoona, IA
for our 145-mile drive eastward.
Lunch: Club members will gather for lunch at Gramma’s Restaurant, located on the
NW corner of Interstate-80 and Exit 284 in Walcott. A short meeting to discuss
upcoming events, national CLC news, a current Treasurer’s report, and updates on
our regional membership drive will occur during lunch. Many thanks to Vickie
Stoltenberg for making these dining arrangements for us!
Museum Tour: After lunch, we will venture across the street to tour the Iowa-80
Trucking Museum, located at 505 Sterling Drive in Walcott. The Iowa-80 Trucking
Museum is dedicated to the restoration and preservation of antique trucks and
related artifacts so that the history of trucking may be shared with the general
public. The museum has over 100 antique trucks in the collection with 60 of them
on display in the museum. They also have 304 original petroliana signs and 24
vintage gas pumps on display. Afterward, club members are invited to visit the
Iowa-80 Truckstop, the World’s Largest Truck Stop complete with restaurants, gift
shops and numerous trucking-related displays!
Questions: Questions or concerns regarding this event should be directed to either
Vickie Stoltenberg or Steve Fox (contact information on page 2 of this newsletter).
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CADILLAC'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE WWII EFFORT
In 1943, production of Cadillac models was halted by the outbreak of WWII. During
this period, no new vehicles were manufactured since the production facilities
were transformed to produce wartime supplies. Cadillac was a major producer of
much need parts and supplies for the war effort during the next few years and
without their contributions, the war effort would have been seriously
disadvantaged and would have resulted in adding years to the duration of the
conflict.
After the shortened 1942 model run (which only
16,511 units were produced), Cadillac became a major
cog in the wheel of America's war machine. One could
say that the 1943 Cadillac was the highly maneuverable M-24 Chaffee light tank that utilized two Cadillac
V-8 engines and two Hydra-Matic transmissions—each
powering one track of the tank. Cadillac Division
received the Army-Navy "E" Award for excellence in
the production of war equipment. The V-8 engines
were also used on the M-19 anti-aircraft gun carriage,
and Cadillac engines and transmissions powered the
M-5 Stuart light tank, the predecessors of the M-24, as well.
Cadillac already had a history in warfare and armaments. The Davidson-Cadillac—
capable of a sustained 70 mph when the roads allowed—was America's first
military armored car. Slightly modified Cadillac automobiles had been used in the
military action against Pancho Villa in 1916, and Cadillac had been chosen as the
standard officer's car by the U.S. Marine Corps in World War I.
Sadly, the founder of Cadillac, Henry Leland, resigned over a disagreement with
William C. Durant, the pacifist founder of General Motors. Leland had wanted to
make aircraft engines during World War I, so after leaving Cadillac he founded the
Lincoln Motor Company mainly to build Liberty engines for the war effort. From
this, the birth of one of Cadillac's rivals for the luxury car market was a short step.
There was no such hesitation at Cadillac in World War II. "They shall not want," was
the official war slogan of every Cadillac employee.
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GM's Allison Division was already involved in the
production of the Allison aircraft engine before the war.
With America's entry into the fight, Cadillac became
directly involved in the further design, development, and
manufacture of this liquid-cooled engine that was used in
the P-51 Mustang, the P-63 King Cobra, the P-39 Air Cobra,
and in a plane the Germans called der Gabelschwanz
Teufel (the fork-tailed devil), the Lockheed P-38 Lightning.
Advertising during the war highlighted the Cadillac
drivetrain's contribution to the retreat of the Axis powers.
The division's engineering and manufacturing know-how
was a major weapon, the ads said, in the Free World's fight against the Nazis and Japan
as Cadillac engines and transmissions proved themselves in battle.
When peace returned in 1945, there was a great hunger
for cars by returning GI's and a public weary from the
long-drawn-out war effort. The desire for Cadillacs was
especially strong because many people had had their
horizons and expectations widened by the global
conflict— and their pockets deepened by long overtime
hours worked during the war. The lengthy Depression
that had preceded the war had made the thirst for
automobiles even more intense for many. The problem
was that there just weren't enough Cadillacs— and few
cars of any make for that matter— to be had. Many
dealers would take deposits, but filling those orders was
another matter.
Cadillac was a major producer of many things that aided the war effort during this time.
They manufactured airplane engines, tanks and munitions for the soldiers fighting with
the Allies overseas. Cadillac's legendary engines and Hydra-Matic transmissions played
an integral role in each light tank and personnel carrier that the company manufactured,
leading to an even more increased reputation throughout the world for quality and
durability. Cadillac, today, still stands for quality and innovation. The Cadillac name has
become synonymous with quality and precision, so much so that their name has become
a hallmark for comparing quality.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring this fine article!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Donna Jiruska (March 13)

Get Well Soon!
We are all wishing a complete and
speedy recovery to fellow club member,
Betty Upstill, who recently underwent
back surgery and is currently recovering
at her home in Gilbert, Iowa.

ATTENTION! HAVE YOU DONE THIS?
IOWA CROSSROADS REGIONAL CLUB DUES FOR 2017: Our regional dues for 2017
were due January 1. If you have already renewed, “THANK YOU”! If not, please be
prepared to pay your dues for 2017 before Tuesday, February 28, 2017 to avoid
any disruption in receiving our regional newsletter The Voice. To make your dues
current, please mail your check to our Membership Chair: Mrs. Karen Pittman,
4408 74th Street, Urbandale, IA 50322 at your earliest convenience. PLEASE NOTE:
Current annual Iowa CrossRoads membership dues are $15 (for members receiving
newsletters by e-mail) or $30 (for U.S. mail delivery). To be a member of the Iowa
CrossRoads regional club, you must also be a current member of the national
Cadillac and LaSalle Club (CLC). Dues for the national CLC begin at $40 annually
(depending on choice of delivery for “The Self-Starter” magazine) and can be paid
directly to the national CLC online at: http://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/ NOTE:
Please do not send your national CLC dues to Karen, only your regional dues!
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen Pittman,
Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street, Urbandale, Iowa
50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the calendar year,
you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional membership will be
dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues are due and pay
them at the appropriate time, as this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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