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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a chilly, wet afternoon in late April (the 29 th to be exact), ten members
of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC and one guest met for lunch and a bit of
antiquing in Walnut, Iowa (an event proposed by fellow club member, Nora
Schlenker). Members in attendance were Jim & Karen Pittman, Lyle & Lori
Dahl, Dick & Sue Boswell, Marj & Russ Bees, Nora Schlenker, Steve Fox, and
special guest, Ruth Miller.
Lunch arrangements were made with the historic Robert’s Bakery Treats &
Treasures in Walnut to serve us shortly after our arrival at 11:30 a.m. Prior
to dining, a short meeting was held to discuss a variety of issues including a
possible donation to the CLCMRC to support their effort to purchase a 1912
Cadillac (Cadillac’s first “electric starter” model year), ideas on how to
recruit a few younger people into our regional club, a discussion on our
activity agenda for the weekend cruise to Okoboji on May 12 & 13,
CLCMRC’s honoring of the LaSalle marquee at the Fall Festival in Hickory
Corners, Michigan; and our newsletter’s recognition in Old Cars Weekly for
their “Golden Quill” award (see details of meeting to follow).
After chowing down on some great homemade soup, sandwiches and pie
ala mode, the crew ventured out into the rainy cobblestone streets to tour
the antique and specialty shops. Established in 1871, the town of Walnut
(also known as “Iowa’s Antique City”) is rich in history, offering a step back
to a more peaceful time in our nation’s history. While strolling through the
antique furniture stores, I bargained for a large, antique curio cabinet that I
managed to get some local help loading into the Escalade for the rainy trip
back home. All in all, the event was a lot of fun, despite the awful weather.
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Above: Inside Robert’s Bakery Treats & Treasures. Front Row (L to R): Marj Bees,
Nora Schlenker & Karen Pittman. Center Row: Steve Fox, Sue Boswell, Lori Dahl &
Ruth Miller. Back Row: Dick Boswell, Russ Bees, Jim Pittman & Lyle Dahl. Note: By
the way, that is not my man purse next to my right foot!

Above: Outside Robert’s Bakery Treats & Treasures in Walnut, Iowa.
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Above: The many facades of Walnut, Iowa.
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Minutes of the
April Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held directly before
our luncheon at Robert’s Bakery Treats & Treasures in Walnut, Iowa on Saturday,
April 29, 2017. Those in attendance were Jim & Karen Pittman, Lyle & Lori Dahl,
Dick & Sue Boswell, Marj & Russ Bees, Nora Schlenker, Steve Fox, and special
guest, Ruth Miller.
CLCMRC Donation: Jim Pittman, our National Representative, mentioned that Paul
Ayres (a member of the CLC Board of Directors) was soliciting donations for the
museum to purchase a 1912 5-Passenger Touring Sedan for $25,000. This is a huge
discount from its $55,000 purchase from the Hershey Auction just two years ago.
The car is historically significant because it is Cadillac’s first “electric start” model
year. That’s right … no more cranking on a Cadillac beginning in 1912! In support
of this endeavor, Steve Fox proposed that the Iowa CrossRoads Region donate
$1,000 to the Cadiilac & LaSalle Club Museum and Research Center from its
money market funds. Please note that in addition to the $1,000 held in our money
market account, the regional club still has a $4,500 CD and $1,130 in its revolving
checking account on which to rely. Russ Bees seconded the motion and the motion
passed unanimously by those present at the meeting.
CLC Grand Nationals: Jim reported the following locations for the Cadillac &
LaSalle Club’s Grand Nationals over the next four years: Washington, DC (2017);
San Marcos, TX (2018); Louisville, KY (2019); and Kansas City, MO (2020). If you
have never attended a CLC Grand National, you definitely need to do so, as they
are spectacular! Also, the 2018 Winter Board Meeting will be held in Tampa, FL.
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Minutes of the April Meeting (continued):
LaSalles to be featured at the Fall Festival: Karen reported that the LaSalle make
will be the featured cars at this year’s CLCMRC Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan in September. So, if you are the proud
owner of a magnificent LaSalle, consider attending this year’s featured event.
Proposals to attract youthful members: In an attempt to curb our declining
membership participation in activities and events, Steve solicited ideas from the
members present. Karen proposed that we make a better effort to contact existing
members about upcoming activities and events in their area. Steve proposed to
existing members that we offer a free 2017 membership to the Iowa CrossRoads
Region to any younger members of their family, such as children or grandchildren
(or even friends) who have an appreciation for Cadillac and LaSalle history and
styling. Both ideas were met with enthusiasm. As a result, if any younger members
of your family (or friends) have an interest in our fine club, please encourage them
to give us a try by joining us … free for 2017! We need to make a special effort to
continue to grow this club for the future.
Newsletter Recognition: Our monthly newsletter, The Voice, has been recognized
for “outstanding achievement” via their Golden Quill Award in the May 5th issue of
Old Cars Weekly. This is our second such recognition by Old Cars Weekly in the last
10 years! Special thanks and congratulations are in order for Gary Wright, our
webpage and newsletter designer, for his tremendous efforts in keeping our
webpage and newsletter looking professional in its styling and presentation.
Updated Information Sought: Karen Pittman, our membership chair, has requested
updated information from all Iowa CrossRoads members regarding their mailing
and e-mail addresses, vehicles owned (Cadillac and LaSalle vehicles only), current
phone numbers, birthdays (including spouse) and anniversary date. Please forward
this information to Karen at jim@pittmancpa.com at your earliest convenience so
that she can successfully update our regional membership list.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 14 scheduled touring
events in 2017 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed
below are subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year
that detail finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and
locations. Please place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2017!
February: This year, 13 members and one guest attended our traditional Valentine
Luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton, Iowa on
Saturday, February 11, 2017. This event is an annual regional club event to honor
the ladies of our club!
March: Our scheduled tour of the Iowa-80 Trucking Museum for Saturday, March
11, 2017 was cancelled due to lack of planned attendance.
April: Ten members and one guest met for lunch at Robert’s Bakery Treats and
Treasures, followed by a Spring Antiquing Adventure in Walnut, Iowa on a chilly,
wet afternoon on Saturday, April 29, 2017. This event was proposed by fellow club
member, Nora Schlenker.
Mid-May: Our weekend touring event in May will be an overnight event up at Lake
Okoboji in beautiful NW Iowa. Weekend attractions include the Okoboji Classic
Cars Museum & Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection in Milford, Iowa Great Lakes Maritime
Museum in Arnold’s Park, and (hopefully) a tour of John Van Der Haag’s huge
truck, tractor, car and memorabilia collection in Sanborn or the Parker Mansion in
Spencer. This week-end event will include dinner at the Gingham Inn followed by
an overnight stay at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast (see details later in this
newsletter). This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson,
Jim Caffrey, and Jim & Karen Pittman.
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Late-May: Interested club members will be attending the ATHS National Truck
Show at the Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines. Excluding travel time, this will
be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event was proposed by fellow club
member, Dean Stoltenberg.
June: Club members will participate in our traditional, annual classic-car show ‘n
shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House. Club
members will show off their magnificent automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s
style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an old-fashioned Dixieland
band trio and a tour of the 1904 historical Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel
time, this will be a 2-3 hour social event.
July: Our July touring adventure will be a trip out to Adams County in SW Iowa.
Attractions on tap for this event will include lunch and tours of Johnny Carson’s
Birthplace, the Corning Opera House and R&S Collectibles Showroom. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 4-5 hour touring event. This touring event was proposed
by our membership chair, Karen Pittman.
Early-August: This year, the CLC Grand National is hosted by the Potomac Region
and will take place in Washington, D.C. If you have never attended a CLC Grand
National, you don’t know what you are missing. They are fabulous! For more
information on this fine national event, please see their website at
http://www.vfrclc.org/2017gn.html.
Mid-August: Iowa CrossRoads club members have been invited to tour the show
field of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet to be held on the
grounds of the Isle Casino Hotel in Bettendorf. Excluding travel time, but including
lunch at the casino, this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event was
proposed by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event on
Saturday morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in
downtown Des Moines that evening. On Sunday, a display of fine automobiles will
line the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. More
information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
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Late-Sept: The LaSalle marquee will be featured during the Cadillac & LaSalle Club
Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan.
This is an annual weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the
Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Our fall weekend getaway will be at the House on the Rock and Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin House in Spring Green, Wisconsin. We will leave central
Iowa early Saturday morning, stopping for lunch in Dubuque before crossing the
mighty Mississippi into SW Wisconsin. Plans are to tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Taliesin Estate Saturday afternoon and the House on the Rock Sunday morning.
Tickets for both tours are approximately $100 per person. Accommodations will
probably be provided by the House on the Rock Inn or Resort. This is a complete
weekend touring event. This weekend touring event was proposed by our regional
director, Steve Fox, and voted on by the Iowa CrossRoads membership … winning
out over other listed destinations.
November: For November, we plan to tour the Kinze Innovation Center and the
Kinze Factory in Williamsburg, Iowa on a date yet-to-be determined. Since the
factory tours are only available Mondays through Thursdays, this will be a weekday
touring event. Excluding travel time, but including lunch, this will be a 3-4 hour
touring event. This touring event was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox,
and comes recommended by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
December: This year, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa. Fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl dine here often and
have arranged a private dining room for our Christmas luncheon. This is an annual
Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event. Many thanks goes out to Lyle and Lori
for making these arrangements for us!
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Please forward any complaints to comrade Vladimir Vladivostok, last seen trying to
escape from a gulag somewhere outside Yakutsk, Siberia!
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC MAY TOURING EVENT:
A FUN-FILLED WEEKEND UP AT LAKE OKOBOJI!

Mid-May Touring Event: Our weekend touring event to Lake Okoboji has been
scheduled to avoid any family gatherings that may occur on Mother's Day (Sunday,
May 14). Interested club members from central, eastern and southern Iowa will
meet at Earl May’s Garden Center, located at 1509 N. Ankeny Boulevard in Ankeny,
for the drive up to Milford. Things are really shaping up for us on the weekend, so
don’t miss out! Here is the proposed agenda:
Friday Lunch: Arrangements have been made with Mill Creek Lounge (located at
908 9th Street in Milford, phone 712-338-2621) to serve us lunch at 12:30 p.m.
Their special that day is a prime rib sandwich with fries for $10 or you can order off
the menu.
Friday Afternoon: Friday Afternoon attractions will include a 2 p.m. tour of
the Okokoji Classic Cars Museum, which houses nearly 100 classic cars among
crafted renditions of a 1957 Spencer, Iowa Main Street Scene and a 1938 Arnold’s
Park Scene. It is very well worth the $12 admission price. Afterward, we will tour
Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection, also in Milford (many thanks to Jim for hosting this).
Friday Dinner: Arrangements have been made with the Gingham Inn (located at
100 Hill Avenue in Spirit Lake, phone 712-336-2347) to have a group dinner at 6
p.m. Their specialties include platter-sized walleye and pan-fried chicken. You
won’t walk away hungry or disappointed.
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Our Mid-May Weekend Trip to Okoboji (continued):
Accommodations: Arrangements have been made for our regional club to stay at
the Oakwood Inn (located at 2625 41 st Street in Spirit Lake, phone 712-332-8057),
a beautiful bed and breakfast with a "Top Hotel" 5.0/5 "exceptional" rating on
Expedia. I arranged with the owner to put aside 9 rooms at the special group rate
of $119 per night plus tax. There is still one room left, but unfortunately the
special rate has expired. All rooms come with a free full breakfast on the morning
of Saturday, May 13.
Saturday Activities: After having breakfast together at the Inn, we can relax a bit
before checking out at 10:45 a.m. I have made arrangements with the Iowa Great
Lakes Maritime Museum to open up the museum at 11:15 a.m. for a special tour
just for us. This unique museum is a must-see for any Okoboji visitor. Afterward,
we hope to tour John Van Der Haag’s huge truck, tractor, car and memorabilia
collection (in Sanborn). Eric Anderson will be checking to see if the collection is
open for tours (many thanks to Eric). If the collection is unavailable for tours, we
will tour the Parker Mansion & Museum in Spencer, Iowa instead. The Parker
Mansion & Museum is an excellent example of the arts-and-crafts style of
architecture, featuring quarter sawn oak woodwork, colonnades with stained glass,
leaded glass china closets, six-over-three windows, Steuben glass light fixtures
etched with an Art Nouveau pattern and a porte cochere. The house was built in
1916 for the Roy Webb family. Webb was well known for his cattle, horse and
swine breeding stock and also served as the first President of the Clay County Fair
Association. After a late lunch and these great tours on Saturday afternoon, it’s
time to head for home in preparation for the upcoming Mother’s Day holiday.
R.S.V.P./Questions or Concerns: Please respond if you plan to join us for this funfilled weekend event by phone by either calling or texting me at (515) 491-2624 or
by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding this event, please feel free to contact me by phone or e-mail at your
convenience. Why miss out? Really hoping to see all of you there!
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“THE DAMSELS OF DESIGN” - EARLY WOMEN AUTOMOTIVE DESIGNERS
Harley Earl was a man ahead of his time. Way back in
1950, he became the first automotive designer to hire
women. But it wasn't an “equality in the workplace”
kind of decision - Earl's “Damsels of Design” were
brought onboard for their design talents.
The
reasoning behind his hiring strategy was simple. He
believed that women possessed unique insight and
excellent attention to detail. He knew these types of
talents where indispensable when it came to designing
interiors, suggesting colors and selecting fabrics. For all
of the horror that emerged from the Second World
War, there were some bright spots: With the men out fighting, women were
brought into the workplace!
By the mid 1950s, one visionary executive believed women could have a lasting
impact on the automobile industry. Harley J. Earl, then a vice president of design at
General Motors, introduced “The Damsels of Design,” a group of female industrial
designers. “Earl really recognized before his contemporaries that women in post war era really had a lot more buying power, and they were making a lot more
decisions about the home, and kind of the car as an extension of the home” says
Rebecca Veit, the Designing Women columnist at the magazine Core77. Veit says
that Earl believed that this 10-member design team could give GM “the feminine
touch”, a softer aesthetic sensibility that American car consumers could appreciate.
“GM's PR department really saw a great opportunity
to promote the women they were bringing in, and
dubbed them 'The Damsels of Design,” says Veit.
“From everything I've read, they really kind of hated
the name and being called 'The Damsels' — they really
felt that it didn't give them a fair shake as designers.”
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Four of “The Damsels” worked as industrial
designers for GM-owned Frigidaire, where they
helped create the Kitchen of Tomorrow, while the
remaining six were tapped specifically for the
General Motors Interior-Design Department. Taken
together, they're now considered the first
prominent all-female design team in American
history.
“They were really designing [car] interiors from the ground up,” says Veit. “The PR
department at GM kind of promoted them as decorators, saying, 'Oh, you know,
they're throwing around fabrics and choosing colors,' but really they were doing
the exact same work that the men there were doing.” Some of “The Damsels” also
worked on designed displays and exhibits for the GM Styling Department, which is
now known as GM Design. “One thing that GM specifically did was to promote
them with what they called the 'Feminine Autoshow,” says Veit. “This was really a
time for them to show their taste and design prowess. They designed two to three
automobiles each, and really put in some interesting innovations.”
With the Corvette, “The Damsels” introduced the first retractable seat belt, and
they also developed other innovations, like glove compartments and light up
mirrors, features that would remain in GM cars for decades to come. “They had
fun storage consoles for picnics and for umbrellas, and they also put in some new
safety features,” says Veit. “They had some of the first safety latches that could be
controlled on the dashboard for children in the back seat.”
Veit says that “The Damsels” were thinking more
“holistically” about automobiles and the different ways
that a car would actually be used in the real world. But
“The Damsels” weren't the only women in the design field
at the time. “There were a lot of women in America, as
well as Europe, who were designing and kind of flying
under the radar either because they weren't taken
seriously, or because they were working with their
husbands and they were kind of in their shadow at the
time,” Veit says.
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org
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But the story of “The Damsels” didn't end happily. “It was kind of a brief blip,
unfortunately,” Veit says. “They brought them in around 1955, and in 1958, Harley
Earl retired. The man who came after him said ‘No women are going to stand next
to my male senior designers.' So by the early '60s, they were gone.”
One of the women, Suzanne Vanderbilt, did stay on at General Motors. “She had
the kind of tenaciously that worked her way up through the ranks at GM for the
next 23 years,” says Veit. “But I read an interview with her, and the interviewer
asked her, 'How many women in the early '70s were working at GM?' She said,
'There's about one in every design studio, so six total,' and that was the exact same
number that were working on automobile design when she started in 1955.
Unfortunately, there wasn't huge progress. I think if Harley Earl had not retired in
1958, it might be a different story.”
Vanderbilt never did stop pushing the boundaries forward, even if her company
wasn't responsive. In the 1960s she developed a patent for an inflatable seatback,
which allowed for a new approach in automotive back and lumbar support. GM
considered her invention, but didn't actually bring the model into production until
decades later. “I think the women who were referred to as 'The Damsels of Design'
by GM, they really thought of themselves as designers for men and women,” says
Veit. “They didn't see themselves as designers just for women. I think that kind of
design thinking was very forward at the time, and carries over to today — people
are designing for people. Female designers today don't want to be thought of as
designing for women. They want to be thought of as designing for everybody.”

Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring this fine article!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Danette Keme (May 5)
Jim Pittman (May 9)
Lori Dahl (May 22)
Betty Sorenson (May 26)

Happy Anniversary to Members
Jim & Karen Pittman
(May 24)

Award Recognition!
Old Cars Weekly recognized our
newsletter, The Voice, for their Golden
Quill Award in their May 5th issue.
Congratulations and a huge thank you
are in order for our webmaster, Gary
Wright, for his fine skills and assistance
as the newsletter’s designer.
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen Pittman,
Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street, Urbandale, Iowa
50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the calendar year,
you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional membership will be
dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues are due and pay
them at the appropriate time, as this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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