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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a beautiful spring weekend (May 12-13, 2017), 15 members of the Iowa
CrossRoads CLC and two guests met for a fun-filled weekend adventure up
in the gorgeous Lake Okoboji area. Members in attendance included Jim &
Karen Pittman, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Ed & Betty Sorenson, Dean & Vickie
Stoltenberg, Marj & Russ Bees, Eric & Patt Anderson, Jim Caffrey (along
with his guest and father, Joe Caffrey), Nora Schlenker (along with her
guest and son, Rick Massure), and myself, Steve Fox.
The adventure began with a pleasant and uneventful drive to Milford, Iowa,
just a few miles south of the lakes. There, we gathered for a nice lunch at
the historic Mill Creek Lounge. The building, constructed in 1919, was
originally the Mill Creek Brewery and currently serves as a local restaurant.
After lunch, we accompanied Jim Caffrey and his father (Joe) to view a
portion of Jim’s car collection housed in a large storage building just south
of town. In the storage unit were 17 vehicles, including a 1928 Model A
Ford, seven Cadillacs (model years ranging from 1956-1982), a 1960 Willys
Jeep Gala, and an Airstream Trailer. Many thanks goes out to Jim Caffrey
for allowing us to see his nice collection of great collector cars!
Later that afternoon, we proceeded to the Okoboji Classic Car Museum.
There, on display, were nearly 100 beautifully-restored classic cars and
motorcycles set within various scenes including renditions of downtown
Spencer (as it would have appeared in 1957), Arnold’s Park (as it would
have appeared in 1938), Tony’s famous pizza stand in Milford, and a 1960’s
style drive-in. After touring the scenic renditions, we were allowed to
explore their restoration shop where a 1957 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz was
undergoing a complete nuts and bolts, body-off restoration.
in Walnut to serve us shortly after our arrival at 11:30 a.m.
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a short meeting was held to discuss a variety of issues including a possible

Above: A pit stop in Rockwell City, Mill Creek Lounge, & Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection.

Above: Caffrey’s ‘60 Willys Jeep Gala & ’77 Eldorado; Outside Okoboji Classic Cars.

Inside Okoboji Classic Cars (above, left to right): 1920’s Vintage Indian Motorcycle,
downtown Spencer Street Scene, & 1966 Shelby Cobra 427.

Museum Street Scenes (above, left to right): 1964 Chevy Impala at Tony’s Pizzeria,
‘57 Chevy Belair Convertible at the Fun House, ‘65 Shelby Cobra at the Roof Garden.
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Moving on ... Friday evening (May 12), we enjoyed a great dinner at the
Gingham Inn, then proceeded to our accommodations at the Oakwood Inn,
where we enjoyed a very restful evening at this peaceful bed and breakfast.
The Inn, which opened in 2015, had a quaint, country atmosphere with very
large bedrooms (all complete with a balcony and a Jacuzzi tub).
When we awoke Saturday morning, our hosts at the Oakwood Inn provided
us with a homemade, country-style breakfast. After checking out, we then
proceeded to the Iowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum, where we relived
the glory days of steamboats, motor launches and wooden cruisers on the
Iowa Great Lakes. The museum has amassed a vast collection of local
photographs, articles and artifacts from Okoboji’s early “golden days” of
boating. Special features of the museum include a fully restored boathouse,
a rendition of the Okoboji General Store, 25 classic wooden runabouts,
several familiar hallmarks from the old amusement park at Arnold’s Park,
and an exhibit of period swimsuits, recreational fishing and hunting articles.
From there, we handed to Sanborn for a hearty lunch at Jay’s Restaurant,
followed by a unique tour of the massive Vander Haag Collection. Housed
with five large buildings are hundreds of fully-restored and unrestored cars
and trucks (many of which are fire trucks), and memorabilia that the Vander
Haag family has been collecting since 1939. Taking over two hours to tour
this massive and impressive collection, John & Ruth Vander Haag explained
how the family began in the vehicle salvage and recycling business in the
late 1930’s, developed it into a multi-million dollar trucking business by the
late 1950’s, that gave rise to this massive collection of hundreds of cars and
trucks (model years ranging from 1886-2017), along with thousands of
antique artifacts and auto-related memorabilia. This collection is surely one
to behold and a must see for all car and truck enthusiasts! Many thanks
goes out to Eric & Patt Anderson for arranging this fantastic museum tour
for us!
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Above: Views from outside and inside the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast at Okoboji.

Above: Nautical displays from inside the Iowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum.

Above: Vander Haag’s 1893 Duryea, 1909 Maxwell Roadster & 1932 Chevy Landau
Phaeton.

A

Above: 1939 Diamond T Fire Truck, 1939 Packard 110 Coupe, and Vander Haag’s
new 2017 Big-Rig Hauler.
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Above: Our happy group at the Mill Creek Lounge (L) and Okoboji Classic Cars (R).

Above: Our group at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast and a back room view!

Above: Our group at Arnold’s Park and at the Vander Haag Museum in Sanborn.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 14 scheduled touring
events in 2017 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed
below are subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year
that detail finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and
locations. Please place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2017!
February: This year, 13 members and one guest attended our traditional Valentine
Luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton, Iowa on
Saturday, February 11, 2017. This event is an annual regional club event to honor
the ladies of our club!
March: Our scheduled tour of the Iowa-80 Trucking Museum for Saturday, March
11, 2017 was cancelled due to lack of planned attendance.
April: Ten members and one guest met for lunch at Robert’s Bakery Treats and
Treasures, followed by a Spring Antiquing Adventure in Walnut, Iowa on a chilly,
wet afternoon on Saturday, April 29, 2017. This event was proposed by fellow club
member, Nora Schlenker.
Mid-May: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads CLC club members and two guests participated
in overnight event up at Lake Okoboji in beautiful NW Iowa from Friday, May 12 to
Saturday, May 13. Weekend attractions included the Okoboji Classic Cars Museum
& Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection in Milford, Iowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum in
Arnold’s Park, and a tour of John Van Der Haag’s huge truck, tractor, car and
memorabilia collection in Sanborn. This weekend event included dinner at the
Gingham Inn followed by an overnight stay at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast.
This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, Jim Caffrey,
and Jim & Karen Pittman.
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Late-May: Some club members attended the ATHS National Truck Show at the
Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines on a very wet Saturday (May 27, 2017). This
touring event was proposed by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
June: This month, club members will participate in our traditional, annual classiccar show ‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open
House. Club members will show off their magnificent automobiles at this very
tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an oldfashioned Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 historical Olmsted-Urban
House. Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-3 hour social event.
July: Our July touring adventure will be a trip out to Adams County in SW Iowa.
Attractions on tap for this event will include lunch and tours of Johnny Carson’s
Birthplace, the Corning Opera House and R&S Collectibles Showroom. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 4-5 hour touring event. This touring event was proposed
by our membership chair, Karen Pittman.
Early-August: This year, the CLC Grand National is hosted by the Potomac Region
and will take place in Washington, D.C. If you have never attended a CLC Grand
National, you don’t know what you are missing. They are fabulous! For more
information on this fine national event, please see their website at
http://www.vfrclc.org/2017gn.html.
Mid-August: Iowa CrossRoads club members have been invited to tour the show
field of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet to be held on the
grounds of the Isle Casino Hotel in Bettendorf. Excluding travel time, but including
lunch at the casino, this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event was
proposed by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event and
the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in downtown Des Moines. On A
display of fine automobiles will line the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in
downtown Des Moines. More information regarding this fine weekend event can
be obtained at the Concours website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is
an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
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Late-Sept: The LaSalle marquee will be featured during the Cadillac & LaSalle Club
Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan.
This is an annual weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the
Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Our fall weekend getaway will be at the House on the Rock and Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin House in Spring Green, Wisconsin. We will leave central
Iowa, stopping for lunch in Dubuque before crossing the mighty Mississippi into SW
Wisconsin. Plans are to tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin Estate Saturday
afternoon and the House on the Rock Sunday morning. Tickets for both tours are
approximately $100 per person. Accommodations will probably be provided by the
House on the Rock Inn or Resort. This is a complete weekend touring event. This
weekend touring event was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox, and was
voted on by the Iowa CrossRoads regional membership … winning out over other
listed destinations.
November: For November, we plan to tour the Kinze Innovation Center and the
Kinze Factory in Williamsburg, Iowa on a date yet-to-be determined. Since the
factory tours are only available Mondays through Thursdays, this will be a weekday
touring event. Excluding travel time, but including lunch, this will be a 3-4 hour
touring event. This touring event was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox,
and comes recommended by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
December: This year, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa. Fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl dine here often and
have arranged a private dining room for our Christmas luncheon. This is an annual
Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event. Many thanks goes out to Lyle and Lori
for making these arrangements for us!
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Please forward any complaints to comrade Vladimir Vladivostok, last seen trying to
escape from a gulag somewhere outside Yakutsk, Siberia!
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL AT THE
HISTORICAL OLMSTED-URBAN HOUSE IN URBANDALE!

Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social: The Iowa Crossroads CLC will be taking
our annual trek to the historical Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social at the
Olmsted-Urban House, located at 4010 70 th Street in Urbandale, Iowa. Homemade
ice cream, pie, and lemonade will be served for a nominal fee (about $5 for the
combo) as a turn-of-the-century Dixieland band will entertain us with their cheerful
and lively music! All Iowa CrossRoads CLC members are encouraged to drive their
classic cars and attend this fine event. Those planning to drive their classic cars
should arrive by 1:30 p.m. for adequate on-grounds display parking.

OTHER UPCOMING TOURING EVENTS THIS SUMMER (THRU AUGUST)
Be sure to mark your calendar for the following upcoming touring events:
 Adams County Touring Event (western Iowa) including Johnny Carson’s
Birthplace, the Corning Opera House and R&S Collectibles Showroom.
 The CLC Grand National is being hosted by the Potomac Region and will take
place in Washington, D.C.
 New Event! Fellow club members Gene and Betty Upstill will be hosting a
joint potluck lunch gathering with the Buick and Studebaker Clubs at their
farmstead in Gilbert, Iowa. More details from the Upstills will follow later.
 Show field tour of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet to be
held on the grounds of the Isle Casino Hotel in Bettendorf. Unfortunately, due
to other commitments, I will be unable to attend this event, so I need
somebody to take charge of leading the group eastward from central Iowa.
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

June 2017

WILLIAM CRAPO DURANT
William Crapo Durant, often referred to as “Billy” in his younger years, was born in
1861 in Boston, Massachusetts. He later moved on to become the founder of the
General Motors Corporation. This was a huge achievement in the automobile
industry, as GM later became one of the leading companies in automobile sales.
Durant was born into a wealthy family as the son of
William Clark Durant and Rebecca Folger Crapo. His
grandfather, Henry Crapo, was well known and
respected as the Governor of Michigan from 1865-1869.
Aside from his role as a public figure, Henry Crapo also
operated his own lumberyard. When William’s father
went bankrupt in the late 1860’s, his parents were
divorced and he moved with his mother to Michigan to
be with his Grandfather. Once there, William dropped
out of high school and worked with his Grandfather at
the lumberyard.
In 1886, William Durant invested some of the family money into the purchase of
Josia Dallas Dort’s Coldwater Road Cart Company. He later changed the name to
the Durant-Dort Carriage Company which was known for producing high-quality
horse drawn carts and carriages. The company was very successful and quickly
became the leading producer in its area of specialty.
As the automobile industry began to grow, Durant quickly realized that the horse
and carriage industry was starting to fade out and that automobiles were the way
of the future. With that, he agreed to take charge of the Buick Motor Company,
which was failing at the time.
To raise the money that he needed for the company, Durant sold Buick stocks
within the Michigan area. Within a few weeks, Durant had raised over 12 million
dollars to expand the company. Production within the company greatly increased,
moving from only 725 cars in 1905 to 4,641 cars by 1907. In 1908, he founded the
General Motors Company and Buick became the number one automobile producer
in the world, generating over 8,487 cars in that year alone.
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While Buick was seeing great success, Durant had also made some less profitable
choices. After raising his $12 million, he purchased several other competitors and
suppliers including the Olds Corporation, the Oakland Company (the precursor to
Pontiac), and the Cadillac Motor Company. Unfortunately, while some of these
models saw great sales, others did not do so well and the company began losing
money. Investors helped to rescue the company from its continuing downfall, but
as a result Durant lost control of General Motors and was pushed from a high
management-level position down to a director position.
In 1911, Durant had a change of heart and joined with racecar driver Louis
Chevrolet. Together, they founded the Chevrolet Motor Company. The Model 490
brought Chevrolet great success and Durant was on his way to prosperity once
again. With the money that he raised from Chevrolet, Durant purchased over half
of the shares in General Motors and once again took a leading role in the company.
By 1916, Durant regained control as President of the General Motors Company,
and now incorporated Chevrolet into the GM family of cars. A massive expansion
of General Motors was underway, but in 1920 the company experienced a sharp
decrease in sales and once again went into debt, forcing Durant to consider
bankruptcy. Luckily, the DuPont Company rescued General Motors, but Durant was
once again forced out of the presidency.
In 1921, Durant once again took a stab
at the automobile industry with the
development of Durant motors, but the
initiative was a failure and Durant failed
to establish his company in the evergrowing automobile market.
Taking a complete 360-degree turn from
the automobile industry, Durant later opened his own bowling alley, another
venture that was again unsuccessful. He lived out the rest of his life on his GM
pension until he finally passed away in March 1947.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring this fine article!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Karen Wright
(June 3)

Happy Anniversary to Members
Jim & Janice Johnson
(June 8)

Get Well Soon!
Fellow club member Lyle Dahl just
underwent hernia surgery this past
week. I just spoke with Lyle today
(June 1) and he is in very high spirits
despite the painfulness he is feeling
from his surgery. We all wish Lyle
and other members who continue to
experience health issues a quick and
speedy recovery!

The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

June 2017

For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen Pittman,
Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street, Urbandale, Iowa
50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the calendar year,
you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional membership will be
dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues are due and pay
them at the appropriate time, as this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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