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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a toasty Saturday afternoon in July (the 22 nd to be exact), eight members of the
Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC attended a fine touring event to Corning, Iowa,
as proposed by our Membership Chair, Karen Pittman. Attending the event were
members Jim and Karen Pittman, Marj and Russ Bees, Nora Schlenker, Steve Muir,
Paul Wold, and myself, Steve Fox. We met at the office of Pittman and Company
in Urbandale and proceeded southwest to Winterset, where our caravan was
joined by fellow members Marj and Russ Bees from Indianola. We arrived in
Corning shortly after 11 a.m. and participated in a one-hour tour of Johnny
Carson’s Birthplace. The craftsman-style home was built in 1905 and Johnny
Carson’s family became the home’s second occupants in 1922. Johnny was born in
the bedroom of his parent’s home on October 23, 1925 and his family remained in
that house until 1928, when they moved to Avoca, Iowa. In 1934, the family finally
settled in Norfolk, Nebraska. After serving in World War II, Johnny bega n his
career in broadcasting at WOW radio and TV in Omaha in 1950. After hosting a
series of popular TV shows including Carson’s Cellar and Earn Your Vacation in the
1950’s, Johnny was chosen to replace Jack Paar as the host of NBC’s popular
Tonight Show in 1962, which he continued for 30 years until his retirement in
1992. Johnny died from heart failure on January 23, 2005 at the age of 79.

Above: Our happy group outside and inside Johnny Carson’s Birthplace in Corning!
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

August 2017

Lunch was served at the Three C’s Diner, just three blocks SE of Johnny’s place. The
atmosphere was warm (to say the least), but the food and ice cream were
excellent. After lunch and a short meeting, we proceeded to the R&S Collectibles
Showroom. There, we toured their facility of about 20 or so unrestored collectible
cars with rather lofty price tags considering their condition. A 1954 Allis Chalmers
tractor was nicely restored, but most of the cars needed some major overhauling.
Lastly, we toured the Corning Opera House, which had the cheapest admission yet
was the highlight of the day. The opera house was built in 1902 and remained an
opera house until 1935, when it became the home and working press of the Adams
County newspaper. In 2002, on the building’s 100 th anniversary of its construction,
the newspaper donated the building to the city of Corning to be renovated back
into its original “Opera House Splendor.” Nearly five million dollars was raised to
renovate the building close to its original appearance. Currently, only the tin
ceilings and oak-paneled floors are original to the renovated property. The building
is now used for both local and traveling shows, with tickets available at a fraction of
the cost one will pay at a larger venue. Our tour guide was splendid and the tour of
the Opera House was well worth the $3 admission price.
We finally headed for home around 3 p.m. Overall, the Corning tour was a lot of
fun and we enjoyed some of the little-known treasures of this small Iowa town.
Please enjoy the photos on the next page!
Next up! … We will have a joint gathering with the Buick Club of Iowa at the
farmstead of fellow club members Gene and Betty Upstill at 16101 530th Avenue in
Gilbert, Iowa 50105 (phone 515-232-6044). Hickory Park will be providing meat
and drink, but guests are requested to bring a side dish or dessert to share, their
own table service, lawn chairs and, of course, their classic car. Guests can arrive as
early as 10 a.m., but lunch will be served at noon. Interested Iowa CrossRoads CLC
members will gather at Earl May Garden Center located at 1509 N. Ankeny
Boulevard in Ankeny at 10:30 a.m. on August 12 for the ride together up to Gilbert.
We will plan to leave at 10:35 a.m.
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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Above: Outside and inside the R&S Collectibles Showroom in Corning, Iowa!

Above: Restored 1954 Allis Chalmers tractor, Nora poses with her new hat, and
Corning’s original emporium building!

Above: Outside and inside Corning’s beautiful 1902 Opera House, the highlight of
our tour!
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Minutes of the
July Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held directly before
our luncheon at Three C’s Diner in Corning, Iowa on Saturday, July 22, 2017. Those
in attendance were Jim & Karen Pittman, Marj & Russ Bees, Nora Schlenker, Steve
Muir, Paul Wold and Steve Fox.
Treasurer’s Report: Steve Fox reported that the region had a total of $552.40 in
our checking account for incidental expenses such as printing and postage costs; a
$5,000 CD that was just renewed at Veridian Credit Union, and $25 to keep an
account open at Community Credit Union should their rates become more
appealing in the future.
Pittmans awarded Honorary Membership Status: For their invaluable service to
the Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC, Steve Fox proposed that (beginning in
2018) Jim and Karen Pittman be awarded two very well-deserved Honorary
Memberships into our regional club. The proposal passed unanimously.
Karen Wright: Steve announced that fellow club member, Karen Wright (wife of
our webmaster, Gary Wright) has been ill and hospitalized with atypical Hemolytic
Uremic Syndrome (aHUS), a very serious ailment. The club sent a personal “Get
Well” card and floral arrangement to Karen to help brighten her spirits and let her
know that she and her family are in our thoughts and prayers. Please continue to
pray for Karen and Gary as she continues to battle this serious disease.
Joint Event with the Buick Club: The joint event at the Upstills farmstead in
Gilbert on August 12 was discussed and several members expressed interest in
attending. Please see the details of this event under the Director’s Column.
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Minutes of the July Meeting (Continued):
AACA Mississippi Valley Region Fall Meet: This August touring event will be held
in Bettendorf. Since I will be unable to attend this event due to prior
commitments, our webmaster Gary Wright will be meeting up with interested club
members on the show field (details later in this newsletter).
Des Moines Concours d’Elegance: This annual event is being held on the weekend
of September 9-10 in downtown Des Moines. Club members Marj and Russ Bees,
Paul Wold, Jim Caffrey and Steve Fox have already submitted applications to show
their vehicles. There is still time for other members to enter their beautiful cars
into this great event, the deadline of which has now been extended to August 6. To
apply online, go to: www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is the premier car show in
Iowa that recognizes the art and design of the automobile above all else. It is
clearly an event that you don’t want to miss and the proceeds raised go to benefit
the Children’s Cancer Connection, a most worthy charity. Please place your car in
for consideration online at your earliest convenience.
House on the Rock and Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin House Tours: Our Fall trip to
tour these venues in Spring Green, Wisconsin was discussed. Several members
have expressed an interest to attend. Steve Fox will investigate group rates at
various hotels in the area, including the House on the Rock Inn and Resort. More
news will follow later in August.
Lightening the Load: Jim and Karen Pittman have expressed interest in lightening
their load beginning in 2018. They have performed countless functions that have
been vital to the club’s success since its inception in 1999, and they hope to be
relieved of their club duties within the next several months. We owe it to them to
do so if we are able. Jim’s duties currently involve serving as our National
Representative and Karen’s duties involve serving as our Membership Chair and
Postmaster for our newsletter (printing and mailing of monthly newsletters to
members who do not have internet availability). If you are interested in serving our
club in any of these three capacities, please contact either me or Jim and Karen and
we will be happy to fill you in on the details.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 15 scheduled touring
events in 2017 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed
below are subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year
that detail finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and
locations. Please place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2017!
February: This year, 13 members and one guest attended our traditional Valentine
Luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton, Iowa on
Saturday, February 11, 2017. This event is an annual regional club event to honor
the ladies of our club!
March: Our scheduled tour of the Iowa-80 Trucking Museum for Saturday, March
11, 2017 was cancelled due to lack of planned attendance.
April: Ten members and one guest met for lunch at Robert’s Bakery Treats and
Treasures, followed by a Spring Antiquing Adventure in Walnut, Iowa on a chilly,
wet afternoon on Saturday, April 29, 2017. This event was proposed by fellow club
member, Nora Schlenker.
Mid-May: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads CLC club members and two guests participated
in overnight event up at Lake Okoboji in beautiful NW Iowa from Friday, May 12 to
Saturday, May 13. Weekend attractions included the Okoboji Classic Cars Museum
& Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection in Milford, Iowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum in
Arnold’s Park, and a tour of John Van Der Haag’s huge truck, tractor, car and
memorabilia collection in Sanborn. This weekend event included dinner at the
Gingham Inn followed by an overnight stay at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast.
This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, Jim Caffrey,
and Jim & Karen Pittman.
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Late-May: Some club members attended the ATHS National Truck Show at the
Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines on a very wet Saturday (May 27, 2017). This
touring event was proposed by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
June: On Sunday, June 25, seven club members participated in our traditional,
annual classic-car show ‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream
Social & Open House. Club members showed off their magnificent automobiles at
this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an
old-fashioned Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 Olmsted-Urban House.
July: Our July touring adventure was a trip out to Adams County in SW Iowa on
Saturday, July 22, 2017. Eight club members participated in the event which
included lunch and tours of Johnny Carson’s Birthplace, the Corning Opera House
and R&S Collectibles Showroom. This well-liked touring event was proposed by our
membership chair, Karen Pittman.
Early-August: This year, the CLC Grand National is hosted by the Potomac Region
and will take place in Washington, D.C. If you have never attended a CLC Grand
National, you don’t know what you are missing. They are fabulous! For more
information on this fine national event, please see their website at
http://www.vfrclc.org/2017gn.html.
Mid-August: Fellow club members Gene and Betty Upstill will be hosting a joint
potluck lunch gathering with the Buick and Studebaker Clubs at their farmstead in
Gilbert, Iowa. Then, Iowa Cross Roads club members have been invited to tour the
show field of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet to be held on
the grounds of the Isle Casino Hotel in Bettendorf. Excluding travel time, this will
be a 3-4 hour touring event. This touring event was proposed by our webmaster,
Gary Wright.
Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event on
Saturday morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in
downtown Des Moines that evening. A display of fine automobiles will line the
streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. More
information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
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Late-Sept: The LaSalle marquee will be featured during the Cadillac & LaSalle Club
Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan.
This is an annual weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the
Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Our fall weekend getaway will be at the House on the Rock and Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin House in Spring Green, Wisconsin. We will leave central
Iowa early Saturday morning, stopping for lunch in Dubuque before crossing the
mighty Mississippi into SW Wisconsin. Plans are to tour Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Taliesin Estate Saturday afternoon and the House on the Rock Sunday morning.
Tickets for both tours are approximately $100 per person. Accommodations will
probably be provided by the House on the Rock Inn or Resort. This is a complete
weekend touring event. This weekend touring event was proposed by our regional
director, Steve Fox, and was voted on by the Iowa CrossRoads regional membership
… winning out over other listed destinations.
November: For November, we plan to tour the Kinze Innovation Center and the
Kinze Factory in Williamsburg, Iowa on a date yet-to-be determined. Since the
factory tours are only available Mondays through Thursdays, this will be a weekday
touring event. Excluding travel time, but including lunch, this will be a 3-4 hour
touring event. This touring event was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox,
and comes recommended by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
December: This year, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa 17. Fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl dine here often
and have arranged a private dining room for our Christmas luncheon. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event. Many thanks goes out to Lyle
and Lori for making these arrangements for us!
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Please forward any complaints to comrade Vladimir Vladivostok, last seen trying to
escape from a gulag somewhere outside Yakutsk, Siberia!
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JOIN US FOR THE AACA MISSISSIPPI VALLEY CENTRAL REGION FALL MEET

Iowa CrossRoads club members have been invited to tour the show field of the
AACA Mississippi Valley Central Region Fall Meet to be held on the grounds of the
Isle Casino Hotel, located at 1777 Isle Parkway in Bettendorf, Iowa. For specific
details on this event, please go online to their website at:
mvr.aaca.com
Since I am unable to attend this event, club members who are interested in
attending are asked to meet our webmaster, Gary Wright, on the show field
located across the road (just to the west of the Isle Casino Hotel) sometime around
11 a.m. I believe that there is a shuttle bus that transports spectators from the
hotel to the show field, but Gary can fill you in on this once you arrive.
R.S.V.P., Questions and Concerns: If you plan to attend this event, please be sure
to touch base with Gary beforehand by contacting him by phone at (309) 236-3882
or via e-mail at hastatusopifex@gmail.com so that you can arrange to meet him at
this fine event. Excluding travel time, this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This
touring event was proposed by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
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CHARLES F. KETTERING
Often referred to as “Boss” Kettering, Charles
Kettering is partially to thank for the founding
of General Motors Research Labs. He was born
in 1876 on a farm in Ohio where he would go to
school and later graduate from Ohio University
in 1904. His degree was electrical engineering.
While attending university, Kettering worked at
the Star Telephone Company as a telephone
installer. He later moved to Dayton, Ohio and
worked as an engineer for the National Cash
Register Company (NCR). It was during his time at NCR that he became notable for
inventing the electric cash register.
While working for the National Cash Register Company, Kettering met a man
named Edward Deeds. Together, the two began working on automotive electrical
equipment, determining what shortcomings different electrical parts had and how
they could be repaired. The two would eventually become co-founders of the
Dayton Engineering Laboratories Company (DELCO).
While there, were many electrical issues that the two tackled together. One of
their first big breakthroughs was their electrical ignition system. With the help of
their new technology, cars could now drive over 2,000 miles on a set of dry cell
batteries (as opposed to the original 200 miles that they could drive). By 1909,
several different vehicle manufacturers were investing in
this new technology, including Cadillac.
Kettering and Deeds next task would be to develop a
self-starter. Unfortunately, the two faced many setbacks
during their research period including bed-rest from a
broken leg (Kettering), and a garage fire. But despite all
odds, the self-starter went into production in 1911 and
was used in Cadillac vehicles by 1912 as “the car that has
no crank.” During this time, DELCO was growing rapidly
and by 1915, it employed over 2,000 workers.
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In 1916, Kettering and his partner chose to sell DELCO to United Motors. From
here, Charles founded the Research Laboratory in Dayton for purposes of
continuing with research and development for automotive electric equipment. The
lab was purchased by GM in 1920 and became known as the General Motors
Research Laboratory. Charles remained in charge of the lab and, under his control,
the laboratory made several contributions to the automotive industry. In fact, he
had over 140 different patents! Such contributions include, but are not limited to,
DUCO paint, crankcase ventilation, and ethyl gasoline. For his innovations, he
received many honors and awards including the Edison Medal from the American
Institute of Electrical Engineers (AIEE). He continued to work with GM until he
retired in 1947.
After retirement, Kettering went on to work with the President of GM (Alfred
Sloan) to create the Kettering Institute for Cancer Research. Throughout his life,
he also helped to develop the Flint Institute of Technology (1919) and invented an
incubator for infants that helped to treat venereal disease. He died in 1958 at the
age of 82, but his legend and contributions live on.
For Further reading:
 ethw.org/Charles_F._Kettering
 www.history.com/this-day-in-history/charles-f-kettering-inventor-of-electricself-starter-is-born
 www.notablebiographies.com/Jo-Ki/Kettering-Charles-F.html
 history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Kettering,_Charles_F.
 www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/charles-franklin-kettering-1009.php
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring another very fine
and interesting article!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Anniversary to Members
Paul & Linda Wold
(August 19)
Jim & Elise Galinsky
(August 30)

Get Well Soon!
Fellow club member Karen Wright was
recently hospitalized for atypical
Hemolytic Uremic Syndrome (aHUS), a
very serious and rare illness that affects
the respiratory system. Please Keep
Karen and her family in your thoughts
and prayers as she courageously battles
this serious disease.

One of a Kind! Delivered new to CA, car has all
original lacquer paint and chrome. Complete
interior restoration with original materials.
Has been in 3 private collections and always
garaged. Very well maintained and a Grand
National Award winner. Appraised/insured for
$50,000. A unique addition to any collection
since you won’t find a second one like it.
Asking $47,500. For more information contact:
Jim Pittman at jim@pittmancpa.com; or phone
515-278-5018 or 515-249-5018.
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen Pittman,
Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street, Urbandale, Iowa
50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the calendar year,
you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional membership will be
dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues are due and pay
them at the appropriate time, as this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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