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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a cool, rainy autumn afternoon (October 14), eight members of the Iowa
CrossRoads Region of the CLC and one guest met for our annual fall luncheon at
the Ronneburg Restaurant in quaint Amana. Club members who were present
were Lyle & Lori Dahl, Dean & Vickie Stoltenburg, Dave Kroeger (with son Andy),
Nora Schlenker, Steve Muir, and I. After being seated in our own private dining
area near the bar, we had a brief meeting regarding our scheduled outing to the
Kinze Innovation Center coming up in November and discussed some ideas among
the members present regarding events to pursue for 2018 (details of the meeting
to follow). We were then served a wonderful lunch of German cuisine including
wiener schnitzel, sauerbraten, German braised beef, pan-fried potatoes, spätzle,
homemade sauerkraut, cole slaw, cottage cheese and homemade bread.
Everyone was very pleased with the meal as we continued our lively discussion
about possible events for 2018 and, of course, old cars. After the meal, the rain
had ceased! So, we ventured outside to take a group picture (below); then spent
two hours touring the local wineries, gift and novelty shops, furniture stores and
woolen mill. As always, it was another great autumn event for our club!

Above: Our happy group outside the Ronneburg Restaurant in Amana!
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Above (L to R): Ackerman Winery, the Ronneburg Restaurant, and the Ox Yoke Inn.

Above (L to R): Midwest Leather, Inside the General Store, and Little Red Wagon.

Above (L to R): Good Quilt Novelties, Amana Visitors Center, & Millstream Brewery.

Above (L to R): Amana Woolen Mill, Inside the Mill, and the Amana Furniture Shop.
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Minutes of the
October Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held at the
Ronneburg Restaurant in Amana on Saturday, October 14. In attendance were Lyle
& Lori Dahl, Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Dave & Andy Kroeger, Nora Schlenker,
Steve Muir, and Steve Fox. The meeting primarily focused on choosing a November
date for our tour of the Kinze Factory and Innovation Center as well as entertaining
proposals for touring events for the 2018 calendar year.
Kinze Tour: Fellow club member Dean Stoltenberg volunteered to investigate
possible touring dates for the Kinze Factory and Innovation Center. Since the
factory tours are only available by appointment on Mondays through Thursdays, it
was decided (after investigation) that Monday will be the best day for our group to
tour this magnificent facility (details to follow).
2018 Touring Events: Ideas presented as possible touring events for 2018 included:
From Steve Muir: Tour of Trinity Wind Towers and TPI Composites (Wind Blades)
factories in Newton, Iowa.
From Eric Anderson: Spring weekend event in Okoboji and Spirit Lake areas.
From Dean and Vickie Stoltenberg: Summer weekend event in Guttenburg, Iowa
including a driving tour through Elkader and Balltown and a tour of the Old
Governor’s Mansion in Clermont; day event to the Buick Regional Show in Cedar
Rapids; and a summer club picnic event near the old gas station in Brooklyn, Iowa.
From Steve Fox: Iowa Aviation Museum in Greenfield; Brucemore Mansion in
Cedar Rapids; and Heartland Acres Agribition Center in Independence.
From Nora Schlenker: Valentine’s luncheon and tour at the Hotel Pattee in Perry.
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JOIN US FOR A TOUR OF THE KINZE FACTORY AND INNOVATION
CENTER IN WILLIAMSBURG!

Event: Members of the Iowa CrossRoads Region will be touring the Kinze Factory
and Innovation Center. The Kinze Factory only provides pre-arranged tours on
Mondays through Thursdays. Interested members from Nebraska, western and
central Iowa will meet at the McDonald’s Restaurant, located at 3215
Adventureland Drive in Altoona, Iowa to caravan east to our luncheon destination
in Brooklyn.
Lunch: Members will gather for lunch at the TA Restaurant, located at 4124 V18
Road (on the northwest corner of I-80’s exit 197) in Brooklyn, Iowa. A brief club
meeting to discuss our annual Christmas luncheon and proposed 2018 calendar of
activities will occur at that time. Following our meeting, lunch will be served before
heading out to Williamsburg for our tour.
Tour: After lunch, club members will head east 20 miles to the Kinze Factory and
Innovation Center. Our tour will take about two hours. There is no admission. Most
of the factory tour will be by motorized tram. Special thanks to Dean Stoltenberg
for gathering the necessary information for this tour.
Questions/Comments/R.S.V.P.: Questions or comments should be directed to our
Activities Chair, Steve Fox at (515) 491-2624 or foxenterprises@yahoo.com. Please
R.S.V.P. with your intentions to join us by Saturday, November 12, so that the
Innovation Center can make sure that they have suitable space for all scheduled
tour groups riding the tram. Looking forward to seeing everyone there!
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 15 scheduled touring
events in 2017 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed
below are subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year
that detail finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and
locations. Please place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2017!
February: This year, 13 members and one guest attended our traditional Valentine
Luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton, Iowa on
Saturday, February 11, 2017. This event is an annual regional club event to honor
the ladies of our club!
March: Our scheduled tour of the Iowa-80 Trucking Museum for Saturday, March
11, 2017 was cancelled due to lack of planned attendance.
April: Ten members and one guest met for lunch at Robert’s Bakery Treats and
Treasures, followed by a Spring Antiquing Adventure in Walnut, Iowa on a chilly,
wet afternoon on Saturday, April 29, 2017. This event was proposed by fellow club
member, Nora Schlenker.
Mid-May: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads CLC club members and two guests participated
in overnight event up at Lake Okoboji in beautiful NW Iowa from Friday, May 12 to
Saturday, May 13. Weekend attractions included the Okoboji Classic Cars Museum
& Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection in Milford, Iowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum in
Arnold’s Park, and a tour of John Van Der Haag’s huge truck, tractor, car and
memorabilia collection in Sanborn. This weekend event included dinner at the
Gingham Inn followed by an overnight stay at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast.
This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, Jim Caffrey,
and Jim & Karen Pittman.
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Late-May: Some club members attended the ATHS National Truck Show at the
Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines on a very wet Saturday (May 27, 2017). This
touring event was proposed by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
June: On Sunday, June 25, seven club members participated in our traditional,
annual classic-car show ‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream
Social & Open House. Club members showed off their magnificent automobiles at
this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an
old-fashioned Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 Olmsted-Urban House.
July: Our July touring adventure was a trip out to Adams County in SW Iowa on
Saturday, July 22, 2017. Eight club members participated in the event which
included lunch and tours of Johnny Carson’s Birthplace, the Corning Opera House
and R&S Collectibles Showroom. This well-liked touring event was proposed by our
membership chair, Karen Pittman.
Early-August: This year, the CLC Grand National was hosted by the Potomac Region
and took place in Washington, D.C. from July 31 through August 5, 2017. Fellow
club member Jim Caffrey was in attendance. If you have never attended a CLC
Grand National, you don’t know what you are missing. They are fabulous!
Mid-August: Fellow club members Gene and Betty Upstill hosted a joint potluck
lunch gathering with the Buick Club of Iowa at their farmstead in Gilbert, Iowa on
Saturday, August 12. Thirteen club members were in attendance.
Late-August: On Saturday, August 19, three Iowa CrossRoads club members toured
the show field of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet that was
held at the Waterfront Convention Center in Bettendorf. This touring event was
proposed by our webmaster, Gary Wright.

Above: Photos from the AACA Meet in Bettendorf. Left to Right: Andy Flagge’s 1916
Cadillac Touring Car, the iconic 1959 Cadillac Convertible, and CLC member Richard
Hansen’s 1978 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz. Photos courtesy of Gary Wright.
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Early-Sept: Seven Iowa CrossRoads club members participated in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. This year’s event was held on the weekend of September 9-10,
2017. Exhibitors were invited to attend an optional driving event on Saturday
morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in downtown Des
Moines that evening. On Sunday, September 10, a display of 154 fine automobiles
lined the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. The
“Best of Show” award went to a beautifully-restored, silver 1957 Cadillac Eldorado
Biarritz. This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Late-Sept: The LaSalle marquee was featured during the Cadillac & LaSalle Club
Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan
on the weekend of September 22-24, 2017. This is an annual weekend touring
event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Eight members of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC and one guest met for lunch
at the Ronneburg Restaurant in Amana for our traditional fall luncheon and tour of
this quaint German town on Saturday, October 14. This fall gathering in the Amana
Colonies is an Iowa CrossRoads biennial event.
November: For November, we plan to tour the Kinze Factory and Innovation
Center in Williamsburg, Iowa. Factory tours are only available Mondays through
Thursdays. Excluding travel time, but including lunch, this will be a 4-5 hour touring
event. This touring event was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox, and
comes recommended by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
December: This year, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa. Fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl dine there often
and have arranged a private dining room for our Christmas luncheon. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event. Many thanks goes out to Lyle
and Lori for making these arrangements!
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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WILLIAM L. “BILL” MITCHELL
In the world of the automotive industry,
William “Bill” Mitchell was held in high regard
as the second person to hold the position of
Vice President of Design at General Motors.
Of course, with his father’s love for car sales,
it seems that William was destined for the
automotive industry.

Born in 1912 in Cleveland, Ohio, Mitchell took an interest in his father’s automotive
dealer career at an early age. He also seemed to take an interest in designing, for
which he attended the Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh. Once
graduated, he moved to New York and attended the Art Students League. After his
schooling was complete, Mitchell joined an advertising agency where he created
illustrations for advertisements. Here, he met brothers Sam, Barron, and Miles
Collier who were known for being co-founders of ARCA (The Automobile Racing
Club of America), and began advertising and sketching for them. His sketches were
so good that they were sent to the head of GM and, in 1935, he was awarded with
a job at the company at the youthful age of 23.
During his twenties, Mitchell was known for his wild party life. There were many
rumors surrounding Mitchell related to his alcoholism, partying, sexism, and
womanizing ways. It was rumored that he once had to be rescued from a 50-foot
tree and had also been caught for stealing a horse-drawn wagon after driving it into
a hotel lot. But, whatever his personal shortcomings, his influence on the automotive industry cannot be ignored.
By 1935, Mitchell had begun creating sketches of the Cadillac and LaSalle models
for General Motors. At the age of 26, he became the head designer at the Cadillac
studio. In 1942, his career took a turn and he was commissioned as a lieutenant in
the U.S. Naval Air Corps. Here, he worked to prepare training manuals for aircrafts
in combat. He was honorably discharged in 1954 and returned to General Motors
once again.
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He spent 42 years working for the company, and
eventually became Vice President of Design. This
was a position that he held for 19 years until he
retired in 1977. During his time with GM, William
Mitchell influenced the design of over 72.5 million
GM automobiles! Some of his more notable
designs were the Chevrolet Camaro, the Corvette
Stingray, the Cadillac Sixty Special, and the Coupe
DeVille. He was also well known for the design of
the Corvette shark show car, which was allegedly
inspired by an encounter he had with sharks while
swimming in the Bahamas.
After he retired, he opened a private consulting
firm for design. It was called William L. Mitchell
Design and was open until 1984. William passed
away four years later in 1988 from heart failure. He
was survived by a wife, three children, and four
grandchildren. He was so well respected during his
career at General Motors that his time there is
often referred to as the “William Mitchell Era”.
For further reading on this topic:
 history.gmheritagecenter.com/wiki/index.php/Mitchell,_William_L.
 www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=99709032
 petrolicious.com/articles/the-designer-s-story-bill-mitchell
 www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Design/Mitchell/Mitchell.htm
 www.autonews.com/article/20111031/CHEVY100/310319948/bill-mitchellsdesign-vision-shaped-5-decades-of-gm-vehicles
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring another very fine
and interesting article!
Note: Gary is asking our membership if they have any suggestions for topics of
articles to include in our newsletter. Perhaps, each of our members can contribute a
story about their own Cadillac or LaSalle automobile. Please forward your story or
suggestions to Gary at: hastatusopifex@gmail.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Ron Colling
(November 9)

Happy Anniversary to Members
Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg (November 5)
Ed & Betty Sorenson (November 10)
Brian & Ann Sipma (November 29)

Get Well Soon!
Fellow club member Dave Kroeger was recently
diagnosed with rectal cancer and will be undergoing
chemo and radiation treatments to combat this
disease. Please keep Dave, Karen and their family in
your thoughts and prayers as he courageously battles
this serious condition.

Welcome New Members!
Please welcome our newest members to the Iowa
CrossRoads Region of the CLC, Gary and LuAnn Jessen
from Bloomfield, Nebraska! I met Gary and LuAnn at
this year’s Des Moines Concours d’Elegance, where
they won 1st Place in the Space-Age Collectibles Class
for their beautifully-restored 1960 Cadillac Sedan
Deville (pictured here). They sure has a great story to
tell about the history of this fine automobile and I am
so pleased that they took my offer to join our fine
regional club! Welcome to you both!
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Karen Pittman,
Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 4408 74th Street, Urbandale, Iowa
50322. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the calendar year,
you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional membership will be
dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues are due and pay
them at the appropriate time, as this will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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