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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a cool November morning (Monday, November 13), ten members of the Iowa
CrossRoads Region of the CLC met for lunch and a short meeting at TA’s Country
Pride Restaurant in Brooklyn, Iowa. Club members who were present were Lyle &
Lori Dahl, Marj & Russ Bees, Eric & Patt Anderson, Nora Schlenker, Steve Muir, Jeff
Tremmel, and myself (Steve Fox). After being seated in our own private dining
area, we had a brief meeting regarding our upcoming Christmas luncheon at the
Ankeny Diner and our proposed touring events for 2018. After a lively discussion
about these events (the details of which are listed in the Minutes later in this
newsletter), we were served a delicious and very -filling hot meal (Note for future
reference: the Chicken Fried Steak is out of this world!)
After lunch, we caravanned 18 miles east for our 3 -hour tour of the Kinze
Innovation Center and Factory. Upon our arrival, we were greeted by John, a 25year Kinze Company veteran. He proceeded with a personal overview of the Kinze
Manufacturing Company, followed by a 17-minute video that discussed how Kinze
developed from a 1700-square foot company in 1965 to the one-million+ square
foot technology leader and innovator of “Big Blue” adjustable plows, row-crop
planters, grain-auger carts, and manufacturer of other innovative farm equipment
that it is today. After the video, we proceeded on a one-hour guided tour of the
Kinze Innovation Center which housed examples of the various plows, row-crop
planters and grain-auger carts that the company innovated throughout its 52-year
history, as well as examples of other farm equipment and memorabilia. Then, we
were escorted through the quarter-mile underground tunnel into the one-million
square foot Kinze Factory. As we entered the factory, we boarded a 14-passenger
tram where we were treated to a guided tour of the entire factory operation.
There, we witnessed how raw steel (up to 35 million pounds per year) was
punched, molded, welded and painted into a variety of useable Kinze hydraulic
cylinders, “Big Blue” plows, row-crop planters, and grain-auger carts ready for the
showroom floor. The 3-hour tour was magnificent, free-of-charge, and rivaled the
great John Deere plant tour in Ankeny. Everyone who took the tour marveled at
what the Kinze Manufacturing Company has accomplished over the past halfcentury. This tour should definitely be a “must see” on everyone’s bucket list!
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Above: Iowa CrossRoads CLC members at TA’s Country Pride Restaurant in Brooklyn.

Above: Our happy group on tour at the Kinze Innovation Center in Willamsburg.
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Above: Kinze Innovation Center, Row-Crop Planter & Carts, and early Kinze Tractor.

Above: Kinze’s 1971 Chevy Pickup, Kinze Grain-Auger Cart, and Row-Crop Planter.

Above: Kinze’s “Big Blue” Tractor, Rotating Disc Tiller, and 16-Row Crop Planter.

Above: Factory Tunnel, Showroom Entrance, Row-Crop Planter in Kinze’s Showroom
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Minutes of the
November Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held at TA’s Country
Pride Restaurant in Brooklyn, Iowa on Monday, November 13, 2017. In attendance
were Lyle & Lori Dahl, Marj & Russ Bees, Eric & Patt Anderson, Nora Schlenker,
Steve Muir, Jeff Tremmel and myself, Steve Fox. The meeting primarily focused on
our upcoming annual Christmas luncheon to be held at the Ankeny Diner (details to
follow later in this newsletter) and discussing the proposals made for our 2018
touring events.
Club Treasury Report: In addition to our $5,000 CD held at Veridian Credit Union,
Steve reported that a current balance of $279 was available in our checking
account for monthly club expenses.
2018 Touring Events: In addition to our annual events of the Olmsted-Urban
House Ice Cream Social in Urbandale in June, the Des Moines Concours d’Elegance
at Pappajohn Sculpture Park in September, and our December Christmas luncheon,
the following Iowa CrossRoads CLC touring events for 2018 were approved:
Valentine’s luncheon and tour at the Hotel Pattee in Perry (proposed by Nora
Schlenker); tours of Trinity Wind Towers and TPI Composites wind-power factories
in Newton, Iowa (proposed by Steve Muir); tour of the Heartland Acres Agribition
Center in Independence (proposed by Steve Fox); spring weekend retreat in Okoboji
and Spirit Lake areas (proposed and will be headed up by Eric Anderson); a summer
club picnic event near the old gas station in Brooklyn, Iowa (proposed by Karen
Pittman and Vickie Stoltenberg); a summer weekend retreat in Guttenburg, Iowa
including a driving tour through Elkader and Balltown and a tour of the Old
Governor’s Mansion in Clermont (proposed by Dean and Vickie Stoltenberg); and
tours of the Brucemore Mansion in Cedar Rapids and the Iowa Aviation Museum
in Greenfield (both proposed by Steve Fox).
New Touring Ideas: For 2019, Eric & Patt Anderson proposed a weekend retreat to
Lincoln, Nebraska to tour Speedway Motors. Special thanks for the many great
touring ideas, folks!
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR FESTIVE ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON AT THE ANKENY DINER IN ANKENY, IOWA!

Christmas Luncheon: This year’s annual Christmas luncheon will be served at the
Ankeny Diner located inside the Ramada Inn at 133 SE Delaware Avenue in Ankeny,
Iowa (just ½ mile west of Exit 92 on Interstate 35, 7 miles north of the I-35 & I-80
interchange). Lyle & Lori Dahl have arranged a private dining room for us just
adjacent to the main restaurant. Many thanks to Lyle and Lori for handling this for
our club!
Christmas Grab-Bag and Door Prize: Our annual $10 optional grab bag gift always
adds to the holiday spirit of this traditional club event. To participate in the grab
bag, please bring a wrapped gift that identifies with your gender to “swap”. In
short … if you are a man, please be sure to label your wrapped gift for a “MAN”.
Likewise, for the ladies! Additionally, Jim and Karen Pittman are graciously donating
a door prize to be awarded to a lucky club member. Special thanks to Jim & Karen!
Questions/Concerns/RSVP: As mentioned earlier, the restaurant will be providing
us with a fine dining experience by placing us in a private room. Lori has been
making these arrangements and is requesting that we notify her of our numbers no
later than Wednesday, November 29, 2017. So, please take a couple minutes out
of your busy day to contact me by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com or by
phone at 515-491-2624 with your R.S.V.P. for this fine annual event. Once I have
the final numbers, I will relay them to Lori to make the final arrangements with the
restaurant to comfortably accommodate us. Also, feel free to e-mail or call me
with any questions and/or concerns that you may have.
This is always a well-attended, fun-filled event that you are sure to enjoy. Feel free
to bring the whole family to this holiday celebration.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 15 scheduled touring
events in 2017 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events listed
below are subject to change. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year
that detail finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and
locations. Please place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2017!
February: This year, 13 members and one guest attended our traditional Valentine
Luncheon at the Lemon Tree Teahouse and Restaurant in Newton, Iowa on
Saturday, February 11, 2017. This event is an annual regional club event to honor
the ladies of our club!
March: Our scheduled tour of the Iowa-80 Trucking Museum for Saturday, March
11, 2017 was cancelled due to lack of planned attendance.
April: Ten members and one guest met for lunch at Robert’s Bakery Treats and
Treasures, followed by a Spring Antiquing Adventure in Walnut, Iowa on a chilly,
wet afternoon on Saturday, April 29, 2017. This event was proposed by fellow club
member, Nora Schlenker.
Mid-May: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads CLC club members and two guests participated
in overnight event up at Lake Okoboji in beautiful NW Iowa from Friday, May 12 to
Saturday, May 13. Weekend attractions included the Okoboji Classic Cars Museum
& Jim Caffrey’s Car Collection in Milford, Iowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum in
Arnold’s Park, and a tour of John Van Der Haag’s huge truck, tractor, car and
memorabilia collection in Sanborn. This weekend event included dinner at the
Gingham Inn followed by an overnight stay at the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast.
This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, Jim Caffrey,
and Jim & Karen Pittman.
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Late-May: Some club members attended the ATHS National Truck Show at the
Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines on a very wet Saturday (May 27, 2017). This
touring event was proposed by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
June: On Sunday, June 25, seven club members participated in our traditional,
annual classic-car show ‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream
Social & Open House. Club members showed off their magnificent automobiles at
this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an
old-fashioned Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 Olmsted-Urban House.
July: Our July touring adventure was a trip out to Adams County in SW Iowa on
Saturday, July 22, 2017. Eight club members participated in the event which
included lunch and tours of Johnny Carson’s Birthplace, the Corning Opera House
and R&S Collectibles Showroom. This well-liked touring event was proposed by our
membership chair, Karen Pittman.
Early-August: This year, the CLC Grand National was hosted by the Potomac Region
and took place in Washington, D.C. from July 31 through August 5, 2017. Fellow
club member Jim Caffrey was in attendance. If you have never attended a CLC
Grand National, you don’t know what you are missing. They are fabulous!
Mid-August: Fellow club members Gene and Betty Upstill hosted a joint potluck
lunch gathering with the Buick Club of Iowa at their farmstead in Gilbert, Iowa on
Saturday, August 12. Thirteen club members were in attendance.
Late-August: On Saturday, August 19, three Iowa CrossRoads club members toured
the show field of the AACA Mississippi Valley Region Central Fall Meet that was
held at the Waterfront Convention Center in Bettendorf. This touring event was
proposed by our webmaster, Gary Wright.

Above: Photos from the AACA Meet in Bettendorf. Left to Right: Andy Flagge’s
1916 Cadillac Touring Car, the iconic 1959 Cadillac Convertible, and CLC member
Richard Hansen’s 1978 Cadillac Eldorado Biarritz. Photos courtesy of Gary Wright.
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

December 2017

Early-Sept: Seven Iowa CrossRoads club members participated in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. This year’s event was held on the weekend of September 9-10,
2017. Exhibitors were invited to attend an optional driving event on Saturday
morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in downtown Des
Moines that evening. On Sunday, September 10, a display of 154 fine automobiles
lined the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. The
“Best of Show” award went to a beautifully-restored, silver 1957 Cadillac Eldorado
Biarritz. This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Late-Sept: The LaSalle marquee was featured during the Cadillac & LaSalle Club
Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan
on the weekend of September 22-24, 2017. This is an annual weekend touring
event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Eight members of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC and one guest met for lunch
at the Ronneburg Restaurant in Amana for our traditional fall luncheon and tour of
this quaint German town on Saturday, October 14. This fall gathering in the Amana
Colonies is an Iowa CrossRoads biennial event.
November: Ten members of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC met for lunch at TA’s
Country Pride Restaurant in Brooklyn and later toured the impressive Kinze
Factory and Innovation Center in Williamsburg, Iowa on Monday, November 13,
2017. This touring event was proposed by our regional director, Steve Fox, and
came recommended by fellow club member, Dean Stoltenberg.
December: This year, our annual Christmas Luncheon will be held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa at. Fellow club members, Lyle and Lori Dahl dine there often
and have arranged a private dining room for our Christmas luncheon. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event. Many thanks goes out to Lyle
and Lori for making these arrangements!
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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LaSALLE: THE GREAT RUNNING CAR
by Gary Wright
It is interesting how old cars bring people together! I recently had the opportunity
to connect with a Mr. John Barach, who like me, shares some common interests.
He has a love for theology as well as old cars, especially Cadillacs and LaSalles!
John hosts the motorera.com website and has published several books in both
areas of interest, theological and automotive, for Amazon’s Kindle. He has kindly
offered me a synopsis of his eBook, LaSalle: The Great Running Car, which you
will find below.
John’s other books are also selling well. He has a rewrite of Pilgrim's Progress complete with brand new
poems, and an automotive dictionary which is selling
around the world. Both are designed to keep him
busy in retirement. John is now in his mid-70s!
During the years between his theological degrees, he
worked as a parts man and service manager in a
motorcycle shop, as well as for BMW, Mercedes, and
Mazda. The auto dictionary began as a project to
explain automotive terms to his customers. He
thought, at first, that there would be about 50
terms, but it has turned into a listing of over 20,000
expressions defined.
Here, now, is a synopsis of his eBook LaSalle: The Great Running Car:
When Archie and Edith Bunker (Carroll O'Connor and Jean Stapleton) opened the
television program "All in the Family," they sang "Those Were the Days"—a
composition by Charles Strouse (music) and Lee Adams (lyrics). The song extols
the virtue of the "good old days" when there was value and integrity in society.
"Girls were girls, and men were men." There was no need for welfare because
everyone "pulled his weight." The next line characterized the reliability of a car
that was no longer in production: "Gee, our old LaSalle ran great."
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There were other great running cars of that era. The models in Cadillac's stable
were just as good. Chevrolet, Oldsmobile and Buick had good model lines as well.
Why was the LaSalle singled out? First of all, it was an affordable luxury car at
under $2,700, $500 less than the least expe nsive Caddy; but $700 more than the
top Buick. The $1,200 gap between Buick and Cadillac was turning many to
Packard, so the LaSalle filled the place for those who maintained the GM loyalty
for only $100 more than the comparable Packard.
During the 1980s, for instance, the Chevrolet Celebrity was rebadged as a Pontiac,
Oldsmobile or Buick. LaSalle was not a carbon copy of any Cadillac model. Harley
Earl's styling was fresher than the stodgy Cadillac. The five LaSalle body types
were mounted on a 7-inch shorter wheelbase than the Caddy.
It was the engine that really made the difference. The 75-horsepower V-8 engine
for 1927 could easily propel the car to 70 mph. In the endurance test, a modified
LaSalle averaged 95 mph for nearly 1,000 miles. Compare that with the winning
speed at the Indianapolis 500 that year at 97 mph for just over half the distance.
What was special about that engine? The right-cylinder bank was just ahead of
the left bank so that the piston rods could fit beside each other on the c rankpins.
That simplified construction, reduced the cost of production, and had the added
benefit of reliability. The bore (79.4 mm) was the same as the Cadillac V-8, but
the LaSalle had a shorter stroke by 5 mm resulting in a 5-L (303 cu. in.) engine. In
time, of course, the engine grew and was even replaced with an Oldsmobile
engine, but its early years solidified its reputation as a great running car.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring another very fine
and interesting article!
Note: Gary is asking our membership if they have any suggestions for topics of
articles to include in our newsletter. Perhaps, each of our members can contribute
a story about their own Cadillac or LaSalle automobile. Please forward your story
or suggestions to Gary at: hastatusopifex@gmail.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Warren Wortman (December 1)
David Jiruska (December 19)

Happy Anniversary to Members
Ron & Pamela Colling
(December 5)

With Deepest Sympathy
We, as a club, are deeply saddened to hear
of the loss of Betty Upstill’s mother, Mrs.
Betty Jolly, who passed away on November 1
at the age of 95. Our deepest sympathy goes
out to Gene and Betty Upstill and their
family at this very difficult time.

New Officers Beginning January 1, 2018!
Congratulations goes out to Jim Caffrey and Gary Wright,
who have graciously accepted the positions of National
Representative and Membership Chair, respectively, for the
Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC for the retiring Jim and
Karen Pittman. Jim and Karen will still be mailing out the
monthly regional newsletters to members without e-mail
addresses. Many thanks to Jim and Karen for their years of
service to the CLC and our regional club! Let’s face it, our
club wouldn’t be where it is today without their inspiration.
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National CLC Website of Merit Award!
Congratulations also goes out to our webmaster, Mr. Gary
Wright, for his great efforts in constructing and maintaining
our very professional looking website, which recently won
the national Cadillac & LaSalle Club’s 2017 Website of Merit
Award at this year’s Grand National in Washington, D.C.
This, folks, was all due to Gary’s fine efforts as our
webmaster. Kudos to Gary for this fine achievement on
behalf of the Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC!

Time to Renew Your Regional Membership for 2018
IOWA CROSSROADS REGIONAL CLUB DUES FOR 2018: Our regional dues for the
2018 calendar year are due January 1. Current annual membership dues are $15
(for members receiving newsletters by e-mail) or $30 (for U.S. mail delivery).
Spouses receive a free auxiliary membership with a paid membership.
If you have already renewed, “THANK YOU”! If not, there are three ways to pay
your regional dues for 2018:
1) You can pay your dues in person to our regional director, Steve Fox, at the
Christmas luncheon; or
2) You can pay your dues by completing the renewal form on the next page
and mailing a check for the proper amount (see above) to our Membership
Chair: Mr. Gary Wright, 17618 Hubbard Road, East Moline, IL 61244; or
3) You can pay your dues online at our webpage:
www.iowacrossroadsregion.org
To pay your dues online: Click on the “Members Only” tab in the upper left-hand
corner of the homepage and enter the password: Delco0913. Advance to the
bottom of the “Members Only” page to submit a renewal form and pay your dues
via PayPal. Be sure to choose the correct dues amount based on your newsletter
delivery choice (e-mail vs. USPS). There is a small processing fee of $0.75 or $1.20
depending upon your choice. Be sure to also include your National CLC Member
number when paying your regional dues for 2018.
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For all new members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Mr. Gary Wright,
Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road, East Moline,
Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the
calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national
dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your SelfStarter mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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