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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

On a pleasant December afternoon (Saturday, December 2), 16 members of the
Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC (and one guest) met for our annual Christmas
lunch at the Ankeny Diner in Ankeny, Iowa. A private room for this event was
arranged by Lori Dahl (see table decorations above). Special thanks to Lori for
arranging this fantastic venue for us! Club members who were present were Lyle
& Lori Dahl, Jim & Karen Pittman, Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Gene & Betty Upstill,
Ed & Betty Sorensen, Paul & Linda Wold, Nora Schlenker (with guest and son, Rick
Massure), Maurine Edmond, Russ Bees, and myself (Steve Fox).
Lori opened the gathering by welcoming everyone with a Christmas song, the Bob
Wells/Mel Torme classic “Merry Christmas To You”, which we sang as we sat
across the table from each other. We then ordered our food and drinks and
proceeded with a short meeting discussing our planned events for 2018. We
enjoyed a great meal together and felt a closeness throughout the event as
everyone shared the “ups and downs” of their year. We heard updates from those
who had been sick or had battled an ailment or two throughout the year, including
Betty Sorensen, Betty Upstill, Lyle Dahl, Jim Pittman and Russ Bees (on behalf of
Marj, who was greatly missed as she was unable to join us for the event). After
our delicious and very-well served dinner, Lori Dahl and Karen Pittman had
prepared candies to pass out to everyone gathered there. Jim and Karen also
graciously donated three poinsettia plants to serve as door prizes, which were won
by the Sorensens, Upstills and Stoltenbergs. We closed the gathering with our
annual gift exchange, in which several members participated. All in all, it was a
great and festive event. The venue was perfect for us, so perfect in fact that we
have decided to use this venue once again for our Christmas gathering in 2018.
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Above: Regional members at our Christmas Luncheon; below: Lori leads us in song!
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Above: Our Christmas venue, the Ankeny Diner; dining in our own private room!

Above (L to R): The Gifting Table; Linda Wold shows off her new poinsettia plant!

Above (L to R): Karen and Nora show off their gifts after the gift exchange!
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC ANNUAL VALENTINE’S
DAY LUNCHEON EVENT HONORING THE LADIES OF OUR CLUB!

Valentine’s Luncheon: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the
ladies of our club will be held in the Arrow Room at David’s Milwaukee Diner
inside the Hotel Pattee, located at 1112 Willis Avenue in downtown Perry, Iowa
(phone 515-465-3511).
Hotel Tour: Following lunch and a brief club meeting, we will tour this historic
hotel where every room and suite tells its own story. The hotel, which originally
opened in 1913, boasts 40 individually decorated and themed guest rooms that
preserve history, celebrate ethnicity, honor craftsmanship, and pay tribute to the
noteworthy sons and daughters of Iowa and the Midwest. In addition to its historic
rooms, the hotel has a state-of-the-art bowling center, a full-service dining room
and lounge, a full-service “copper door” spa, and its own dedicated library.
Questions/Reservations: To better serve us, David’s Milwaukee Diner is
requesting an accurate count of those planning to attend the Valentine’s Luncheon
so that they have adequate time to plan and set up proper seating arrangements.
Please send your questions and reservation requests my direction by e-mailing me
at foxenterprises@yahoo.com or by calling me at (515) 491-2624. Don’t miss out
on this fine Iowa CrossRoads CLC tradition! I am looking forward to seeing all of
you in Perry. Special thanks to fellow club member Nora Schlenker who suggested
this fine venue for our annual Valentine’s Day Luncheon.
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

Winter 2018

Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring
events in 2018 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and
dates listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the
planned tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail
finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please
place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need
to break with that restful tradition in 2018!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club will be held at the David’s Milwaukee Diner inside the Hotel Pattee in Perry,
Iowa. A tour of this historic hotel will follow (please refer to details listed in the
flyer on the preceding page). Excluding travel time, this will be a 3-hour social
event. This event is an annual regional club event to honor the ladies of our club!
This special venue was proposed by fellow club member Nora Schlenker!
March: Lunch will be served at the Newton Family Restaurant, followed by a tour
of Newton’s TPI Composites, maker of wind-power blades. Excluding travel time,
this will be a 2-3 hour touring event. This event was proposed by fellow club
member, Steve Muir.
April: We will meet for lunch and a tour of the Brucemore Mansion in Cedar
Rapids. Excluding travel time, this will be a 3-hour touring event. This event was
proposed by our regional club director, Steve Fox, and fellow club members, Dave &
Karen Kroeger.
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May: A spring weekend retreat at Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful NW
Iowa is planned. Eric and Patt Anderson have already set up some fine events for
us to attend over the weekend including the Higgins Money Museum, two private
car collections, a tour of the Indian Motorcycle Factory, a ride on the Queen II
Riverboat, and dinner at Minerva’s. Steve Fox is working on arranging
accommodations for us at the Oakwood Inn, the fabulous bed and breakfast where
we stayed last year. This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt
Anderson, who have graciously volunteered to handle most of the touring
arrangements! A special thanks to them for this!
Early-June: 2018 CLC Grand National in Central Texas (between San Antonio and
Austin), I son tap.
For more information see their website:
https://cadillaclasalleclub.site-ym.com/page/2018grandnational
Late-June: Club members will participate in our traditional, annual classic-car show
‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House.
Club members will show off their magnificent automobiles at this very tranquil,
1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an old-fashioned
Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 historical Olmsted-Urban House.
Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-3 hour social event. This is an annual Iowa
CrossRoads regional club social event.
July and August: Two summer events are being planned for this year, one for July
and one for August. Although, at this time, I am not sure which one will occur first.
One event is an afternoon regional club picnic near the old gas station in Brooklyn,
Iowa (proposed by Karen Pittman and Vickie Stoltenberg). The other event is a
summer weekend retreat in Guttenburg, Iowa including a driving tour through
Elkader and Balltown and a tour of the Old Governor’s Mansion in Clermont
(proposed by Dean and Vickie Stoltenberg). Actual dates and times for these events
will be discussed in the upcoming months. Note: If you have a schedule preference
for either of these two events, please let me (Steve) know as soon as possible. My
contact information is listed on page 2 of this newsletter. I hope to have more
information, including scheduled dates for these events out to our membership by
April 1, 2018.
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Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event and
the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in downtown Des Moines. A
display of fine automobiles will line the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in
downtown Des Moines. More information regarding this fine weekend event can
be obtained at the Des Moines Concours d’Elegance website:
http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional
club social event.
Late-Sept: We will be attending the Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival
at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan. This is an annual
weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac &
LaSalle Club.
October: Lunch and a tour of Heartland Acres Agribition Center in Independence,
Iowa is scheduled for October. The actual date and time will be discussed and
made known to club members within the next few months. Excluding travel time,
this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This event was proposed by our regional club
director, Steve Fox.
November: Lunch and a tour of the Iowa Aviation Museum in Greenfield, Iowa is
scheduled for early November. The actual date and time will be discussed and
made known to club members within the next few months. Excluding travel time,
this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This event was proposed by our regional club
director, Steve Fox.
December: This month will feature our annual Christmas Luncheon. Since our club
members thoroughly enjoyed our experience at the Ankeny Diner, we hope to use
that venue again this year. More information on this event will be provided later in
the year. Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-hour holiday event. This is an annual
Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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Things That You Didn’t Know About Cadillac, Part 1
by Gary Wright
This month, let’s look at some interesting facts about Cadillac that you may not
know. They come from the following website and were authored by Aaron Miller,
the “Rides” editor for Supercompressor. If you enjoy this article, please visit the site
to see the many illustrations which could not be reproduced in this issue of the
Voice due to size constraints. (GAW)
Source: https://www.thrillist.com/cars/cadillac-history-trivia-and-facts-things-youdidn-t-know-about-cadillac
1. Al Capone’s Cadillac was the first presidential bulletproof limo. Capone’s ‘28
Cadillac sedan was fully armored to protect against rival gangs’ threats on his
life. It was impounded by the treasury department when he went to Alcatraz.
On the evening of December 7th, 1941 (Pearl Harbor), the Secret Service
found itself in need of something bulletproof for Roosevelt to deliver his “Day
of Infamy” speech to Congress. When asked where he got the car on such
short notice, the president said, “I hope Mr. Capone doesn’t mind.”
2. Capone owned one of the Cadillacs used in The Godfather and The
Untouchables. His ‘29 model was a favorite getaway car with a pair of bullet
holes to prove it. Paramount Pictures bought the car and used it for a
multitude of films.
3. After WWII, Cadillac introduced the curved glass windshield. It was one of
the defining features of 1950s automotive design.
4. Cadillac is named after a Frenchman. Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac, a French
army officer, founded a town called Ville d’Etroit in 1701, known today simply
as Detroit.
5. Cadillac founder Henry M. Leland apprenticed under gunmaker Samuel Colt.
Leland worked in Colt’s revolver factory, learning precision engineering and
using tools that could measure designs within a 1/100,000 of an inch that
he’d eventually take to Cadillac.
6. Cadillac was the first car equipped with electric lights.
the debut of high-beams.

This also included
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7. Leland souped up Oldsmobiles when he was younger. He reworked the
single-cylinder engine from an Oldsmobile and nearly tripled its output—from
3.7 to 10.3 horsepower. Ransom Olds essentially told him to get lost, because
the Oldsmobile chassis couldn’t handle such a powerful motor.
8. Cadillac’s slogan, ”The Standard of the World,” was a reference to its
engineering. Leland had such high standards when it came to precision that
he brought in special tools from Sweden to ensure he had the most precise
factory on Earth. To prove this, his engineers disassembled three cars in front
of a group of judges, who then shuffled all the parts. Three days later, all
three cars fired up perfectly, and went on a 500-mile trip. Cadillac was
awarded the Dewar Trophy for proving the interchangeability of its cars.
9. By 1910, Cadillac was the first manufacturer to mass-produce cars with
enclosed cabins.
10.
Enclosed cabins eventually led to the counterbalanced crankshaft to
keep the cars quiet. Noise and vibrations are all magnified when the cabin is
closed. To assuage the harshness, the company balanced the V-8 to give it a
smoother and more luxurious ride.
11.
In 1912 Cadillac made people less “cranky” by inventing the electric
starter. The term “cranky” originally referred to the bad mood drivers would
be in after struggling to turn the crank while starting their car. Cadillac fixed
this by introducing the first electric starter on the Model 30 in 1912.
12.
The electric starter saved lives. Leland’s engineers began working on
the starter after one of his buddies, Byron T. Carter (founder of the Carter
Car), died while starting a stranded friend’s Caddy. After the car backfired, its
crank spun violently and hit him on the head; he died a few weeks later.
Leland reportedly said upon his death: “I won’t have Cadillacs hurting people
that way.”
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for authoring another very fine
and interesting article! Note: Gary is asking our membership if they have any
suggestions for topics of articles to include in our newsletter. Perhaps, each of our
members can contribute a story about their own Cadillac or LaSalle automobile.
Please forward your story or suggestions to Gary at: hastatusopifex@gmail.com

The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

Winter 2018

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members

DeWayne Repp (January 2),Paul Wold (January 2),
Karen Kroeger (January 16), Dean Stoltenberg (January 18),
Janice Johnson (January 21), Lyle Dahl (January 26),
Jeff Krausman (January 31) & Jim Johnson (February 20).

Happy Anniversary to Members
There appears to be no anniversaries to
report for January and February. If we
missed your anniversary, please let us know!

With Deepest Sympathy
We, as a club, are deeply saddened to hear of the
passing of our dear friend and former club member,
Dorothy Crooks. Dorothy passed away in Boone on
December 17 at the age of 82. Dorothy and her
husband, Tom Crooks, were longtime members of the
Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC. After Tom’s
passing in 2011, Dorothy was hostess to the annual
Tom Crooks Memorial Car Show that took place in
Boone every July since then. We, as a club, often
participated in the show and enjoyed it immensely.
Our deepest sympathy goes out to Dorothy’s
daughter, Devon, and their family.
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National CLC Website of Merit Award!
Congratulations also goes out to our webmaster, Mr. Gary
Wright, for his great efforts in constructing and maintaining
our very professional looking website, which recently won
the national Cadillac & LaSalle Club’s 2017 Website of Merit
Award at this year’s Grand National in Washington, D.C.
This, folks, was all due to Gary’s fine efforts as our
webmaster. Kudos to Gary for this fine achievement on
behalf of the Iowa CrossRoads Region of the CLC!

Time to Renew Your Regional Membership for 2018
IOWA CROSSROADS REGIONAL CLUB DUES FOR 2018: Our regional dues for the
2018 calendar year were due January 1. Current annual membership dues are
$15 (for members receiving newsletters by e-mail) or $30 (for U.S. mail delivery).
Spouses receive a free auxiliary membership with a paid membership.
If you have already renewed, “THANK YOU”! If not, there are two ways to pay
your regional dues for 2018:
1) You can pay your dues by completing the renewal form on the next page
and mailing a check for the proper amount (see above) to our Membership
Chair: Mr. Gary Wright, 17618 Hubbard Road, East Moline, IL 61244; or
2) You can pay your dues online at our webpage:
www.iowacrossroadsregion.org
To pay your dues online: Click on the big orange “JOIN US NOW” button on the
homepage and follow the directions to submit a renewal form and pay your dues
via PayPal. Be sure to choose the correct dues amount based on your newsletter
delivery choice (e-mail vs. USPS). There is a small processing fee of $0.75 or $1.20
depending upon your choice. Be sure to also include your National CLC Member
number when paying your regional dues for 2018.
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to:
Mr. Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road,
East Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of
the calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national
dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your SelfStarter mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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