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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

On Friday, March 16, 2018, 15 members of the Iowa Crossroads Region of the
Cadillac-LaSalle Club met for lunch and a tour of TPI Composites in Newton!
Members in attendance included Jim & Karen Pittman, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Marj &
Russ Bees, Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Brian & Ann Sipma, Paul Wold, Nora
Schlenker, Gary Wright, Steve Muir, and myself, Steve Fox. It was especially nice
to see our fellow club members, Brian & Ann Sipma and Gary Wright, rejoin us for
a touring event!
The day began with a great luncheon at the Newton Family Restaurant. The food
was very good and the prices were so reasonable for the amount of food you
receive. We will definitely plan to dine there again sometime. The only drawback
was that we were seated at the very long table in the middle of everything, making
it difficult to have a meaningful meeting and to talk with those at the other end of
the table. Otherwise, it was fantastic.
After lunch, our group headed over to TPI Composites, located at 2300 N. 33rd
Avenue East in Newton, for a two-hour tour of their factory. Since we were unable
to hold a successful meeting at the crowded restaurant, TPI allowed us to use their
conference room for a short meeting when we first arrived (please see the
minutes of the meeting later in this newsletter). After a brief meeting, we started
out on this magnificent tour with our tour guides Steve Smith and Amy Leavitt.
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While still in the conference room, Amy started the tour by presenting a video
introduction of the role TPI Composites plays in the wind-energy industry, including
its history and current manufacturing capabilities. TPI (founded in 1968) is the
largest manufacturer of composite (fiberglass) wind blades in the world with 7,700
employees worldwide and factories in the United States, Mexico, China, Europe,
Africa and the Middle East. They are headquartered in Scottsdale, Arizona. TPI is
also a global provider of other structural precision-molding composite products for
not only the wind-energy industry, but also for military and transportation markets
as well. Their advanced composite-manufacturing technology allows them to build
aerospace-grade, high-strength, light-weight, and durable parts at industrial prices.
Once leaving the conference room, TPI’s production manager, Steve Smith, guided
through the wind-blade factory. The factory tour was eye-opening and very
interesting. The Newton factory, with 1,100 employees operating in three 8-hour
shifts, produces six 200-foot long wind blades per day. The wind blades are
produced in two separate halves, each consisting of an endoskeleton made of balsa
wood that is covered with several layers of thin fiberglass sheets, each bonded
together with a strong adhesive. Once completed, the two halves of the blade are
glued together horizontally and have a thick vertical spine made of thousands of
fiberglass sheets and adhesive to give the blades extra strength when exposed to
windy conditions. Once the blade is completely assembled, any extra fiberglass
flashing that extends out from the blade is trimmed, the blade surface is sanded
smooth, and painted with a grey acrylic paint. The finished wind blades, each
weighing a whopping 11 tons, are then shipped to General Electric to be distributed
to manufacturers of structural wind towers. Once they reach their destination,
they are mounted to the wind-turbine towers with 20 heavy-duty steel bolts. Each
wind-turbine tower, with its three blades, costs approximately $2.7 million to
manufacture, but produces enough energy to supply 300 homes or small
businesses. Needless to say, this tour was very enlightening and highly enjoyed by
our club members!
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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Above: Members of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC at TPI Composites in Newton, Iowa.

Left: One of the 200-foot, 11-ton
fiberglass-composite wind blades
produced by TPI Composites.
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Minutes of the
March Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held in the
conference room at TPI Composites in Newton, Iowa on Friday, March 16. The 15
members in attendance included Jim & Karen Pittman, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Marj &
Russ Bees, Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Brian & Ann Sipma, Paul Wold, Nora
Schlenker, Gary Wright, Steve Muir, and myself, Steve Fox.
Treasurer’s Report: Steve Fox reported that our club’s checking account currently
has a balance of $627. Steve raised concerns about the monthly $10.60 fee that is
charged by Wells Fargo should the balance fall below $500 in any given month.
Since it is likely to do so before year’s end, Karen Pittman proposed that the club
may want to look into transferring our checking account to a bank that requires a
lower minimum balance.
Membership Report: Our membership chair and webmaster, Gary Wright,
reported that we have added four new members into our fold, three of which were
added as a result of Gary’s complimentary one-year membership recruiting effort.
News about Upcoming Events: Iowa CrossRoads CLC club members will have lunch
and tour the Brucemore Mansion in Cedar Rapids on Saturday, April 21 (see details
later in this flyer). There is one more discounted room available for our weekend
getaway to Okoboji on May 19-20, 2018. If interested in joining us for this event,
please contact Bridget at the Oakwood Inn (712-332-8057) and mention our club
and my name (Steve Fox) to get the discounted rate. Our July trip to Guttenburg
on the weekend of July 28-29, 2018 will include a driving tour through Balltown and
Elkader. Steve will look into possible lodging sites for this event, including the
possibility of staying at The Landing in July. Thanks to the generosity of Brian and
Ann Sipma, our club’s summer picnic scheduled for August will be moved from
Brooklyn to the Sipma’s acreage in Corydon, Iowa. Many thanks to Brian and Ann
for their gracious offer.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring
events in 2018 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and
dates listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the
planned tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail
finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please
place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need
to break with that restful tradition in 2018!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club was held at David’s Milwaukee Diner inside the Hotel Pattee in Perry, Iowa on
Saturday, February 10, 2018. Eleven members were in attendance. A tour of this
historic hotel followed. Excluding travel time, this was a 3-hour social event. This
event is an annual regional club event to honor the ladies of our club! This special
venue was proposed by fellow club member Nora Schlenker!
March: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads club members met on Friday, March 16 for lunch
at the Newton Family Restaurant, followed by a two-hour tour of Newton’s TPI
Composites, maker of wind-power blades. Both the lunch and the tour were
fantastic! Excluding travel time, this was a 3½ hour touring event. This event was
proposed by fellow club member, Steve Muir.
April: Lunch at Tornado’s Grub and Pub and a tour of the Brucemore Mansion in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa will take place on Saturday, April 21, 2018. Excluding travel
time, this will be a 3-hour touring event. This event was proposed by our regional
club director, Steve Fox, and fellow club members, Dave & Karen Kroeger.
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May: A spring weekend retreat at Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful NW
Iowa will occur on the weekend of May 19-20, 2018. Eric and Patt Anderson have
already set up some fine events for us to attend over the weekend including the
Higgins Money Museum, two private car collections, a tour of the Indian
Motorcycle Factory, a ride on the Queen II Riverboat, and dinner at Minerva’s.
Hotel accommodations at a discounted rate have been arranged for us at the
Oakwood Inn, the fabulous bed and breakfast where we stayed last year. This
event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, who have
graciously volunteered to handle most of the touring arrangements! A special
thanks to them for this!
Early-June: 2018 CLC Grand National in Central Texas (between San Antonio and
Austin). For more information see their website: https://cadillaclasalleclub.siteym.com/page/2018grandnational
Late-June: Club members will participate in our traditional, annual classic-car show
‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House.
Club members will show off their magnificent automobiles at this very tranquil,
1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social that features an old-fashioned
Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 historical Olmsted-Urban House.
Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-3 hour social event. This is an annual Iowa
CrossRoads regional club social event.
July: Our July event is a summer weekend retreat in Guttenburg, Iowa. The trip
will include a driving tour through Elkader and Balltown and possibly a tour of the
Old Governor’s Mansion in Clermont. Dean Stoltenberg is in the process of
making arrangements for dining and touring activities; Steve Fox will be looking
into lodging arrangements for the night. Many thanks to Dean and Vickie for their
fine efforts on this! This will be a two-day, overnight weekend touring event. This
event was proposed by club members Dean and Vickie Stoltenberg.
August: Club members plan to drive their classic automobiles and gather at the
homestead and acreage of fellow club members, Brian and Ann Sipma in Corydon,
Iowa for a regional club picnic. We truly had a magnificent time the last time we
picnicked at the Sipmas back in 2014. This time promises to be no exception!
Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-hour social event. Many thanks to fellow club
members Brian and Ann Sipma for their gracious hospitality in hosting this regional
picnic event for our club!
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Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event on
Saturday morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in
downtown Des Moines that evening. On Sunday, September 9, a display of fine
automobiles will line the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des
Moines. More information can be obtained at the Des Moines Concours
d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an annual Iowa
CrossRoads regional club social event.
Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival is at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan. This is an annual weekend touring event
hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Our original plan to tour the Heartland Acres Agribition Center in
Independence, Iowa has been cancelled, as the museum is no longer open after
Labor Day. A replacement event will be discussed and made known to all members
in the upcoming months.
November: Lunch and a tour of the Iowa Aviation Museum in Greenfield, Iowa is
scheduled for early November. The actual date and time will be discussed and
made known to club members within the next few months. Excluding travel time,
this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This event was proposed by our regional club
director, Steve Fox.
December: Our annual Christmas Luncheon. Since our club members thoroughly
enjoyed our experience at the Ankeny Diner, we hope to use that venue again this
year. More information on this event will be provided later in the year. Excluding
travel time, this will be a 2-hour holiday event. This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads
regional club social event.
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
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PLEASE JOIN THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC FOR LUNCH AND A TOUR OF
THE FABULOUS BRUCEMORE MANSION AND ESTATE IN CEDAR RAPIDS,
IOWA ON SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 2018!

Where To Meet: Interested club members from Nebraska, western and central
Iowa will meet at McDonald’s Restaurant, located at 3215 Adventureland Drive in
Altoona. From there, we will caravan eastward along Interstate 80, and north on
Interstate 380 to Cedar Rapids. Interested club members from Illinois and eastern
Iowa should plan on meeting us at the restaurant listed below at noon on that
date.
Lunch: Arrangements have been made to dine at Tornado’s Grub and Pub, located
at 1600 3rd Street SE in Cedar Rapids (phone 319-364-9378) beginning at noon. A
brief club meeting will be held at the restaurant to discuss details of our upcoming
overnight event in Okoboji as well as other club-related news.
Tour of the Brucemore Mansion: Following lunch, we will drive 3 miles from the
restaurant to enjoy a one-hour tour of Brucemore Mansion, located at 2160 Linden
Drive SE, Cedar Rapids (phone: 319-362-7375). The tour is $9 per person and will
begin promptly at 2 p.m. The Brucemore is a park-like, 26-acre estate with a
magnificent three story, 21-room Queen Anne-style mansion that was built by
Caroline Sinclair (widow of pioneer industrialist T.M. Sinclair) in 1884-1885. The
Brucemore Mansion is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Questions/RSVP: Please send your questions and reservation requests my direction
by e-mailing me at foxenterprises@yahoo.com or by calling me at (515) 491-2624
by Friday, April 20, 2018.
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Things That You Didn’t Know About Cadillac, Part 3
by Gary Wright
This month, let’s look at some more interesting facts about Cadillac that you may
not know. They come from the following website and were authored by Aaron
Miller, the “Rides” editor for Supercompressor. If you enjoy this article, please visit
the site to see the many illustrations which could not be reproduced in this issue of
the Voice due to size constraints. (GAW)
Source: https://www.thrillist.com/cars/cadillac-history-trivia-and-facts-things-youdidn-t-know-about-cadillac
1. Cadillac was the first automaker to roll out airbags.
2. The Allanté was so complex that Cadillac had to have an Italian airport
modified. The Allante body was built in Italy by Pininfarina, so the Turin Caselle
Airport needed to expand its runway to be able to land all the loaded 747s, as 56
cars were on board each flight.
3. The DeVille was the first publicly available car to have “night vision.” Infrared
cameras are able to distinguish objects in very low light, below the spectrum visible
to the human eye. These cameras were still mostly military at the time, and
Cadillac had to co-develop the system with Raytheon.
4. Cadillac has been 3D printing prototype pieces since the 1980s. For nearly 30
years, all inside an underground lab, Caddy labs have been printing everything from
new A/C ducts to test noise properties, all the way to entire front bumpers. To this
day, it’s the second-largest 3D printing facility in the world, behind only General
Electric. If you’re lucky enough to see the inside, you need several levels of
clearance to be allowed in. During the length of your tour, they tape up your
phone’s camera and you’re shadowed by a personal security guard.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for presenting another very
fine and interesting article! Note: Gary is asking our membership if they have any
suggestions for topics of articles to include in our newsletter. Perhaps, each of our
members can contribute a story about their own Cadillac or LaSalle automobile.
Please forward your story or suggestions to Gary at: hastatusopifex@gmail.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Jim Galinsky (April 4), Dave Kroeger
(April 8), David Twombley (April 11),
Ann Sipma (April 14), Patt Anderson
(April 16), Karen Pittman (April 23),
& Nora Schlenker (April 27).

Happy Anniversary to Members
David & Donna Jiruska (April 3)
DeWayne & Karen Repp (April 7)
Gary & Karen Wright (April 16)
Patrick Benoit & Danette Keme (April 20)

Welcome New 2018 Members!
Bill & Bonnie Cornick of Creston
Lyn Coulter of Panora
Bryan & Christine Moran of Des Moines
Jeff & Pepper Trahan of Davenport

Club Shirts!

Two Iowa CrossRoads CLC club shirts (one medium and
one XL) are available for $20 each. Normally these shirts run $37.50 a piece,
but since we have two extra shirts … we are selling them at a discount. If
you or your spouse are interested in either of these shirts, please contact
Steve Fox, our regional director at (515) 491-2624 or at
foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
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Warning: If you haven’t renewed your Iowa CrossRoads regional
club membership dues for 2018, they are set to expire April 15!

Time to Renew Your Regional Membership for 2018
IOWA CROSSROADS REGIONAL CLUB DUES FOR 2018: Our regional dues for the
2018 calendar year were due January 1. For some members who have yet to
renew, your regional membership will expire on April 15, 2018. To continue to
receive our nifty monthly newsletter beyond the April edition and to take
advantage of all the activities and fun-filled events your regional club has to offer,
please kindly renew your membership no later than April 15! Current annual
membership dues are $15 (for members receiving newsletters by e-mail) or $30
(for U.S. mail delivery). Spouses receive a free auxiliary membership with a paid
membership.
If you have already renewed, “THANK YOU”! If not, there are two ways to pay
your regional dues for 2018:
1) You can pay your dues by completing the renewal form on the next page
and mailing a check for the proper amount (see above) to our Membership
Chair: Mr. Gary Wright, 17618 Hubbard Road, East Moline, IL 61244; or
2) You can pay your dues online at our webpage:
www.iowacrossroadsregion.org
To pay your dues online: Click on the “Members Only” tab in the upper left-hand
corner of the homepage and enter the password: Delco0913. Advance to the
bottom of the “Members Only” page to submit a renewal form and pay your dues
via PayPal. Be sure to choose the correct dues amount based on your newsletter
delivery choice (e-mail vs. USPS). There is a small processing fee of $0.75 or $1.20
depending upon your choice. Be sure to also include your National CLC Member
number when paying your regional dues for 2018. Many thanks!
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to:
Mr. Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road,
East Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of
the calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national
dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your SelfStarter mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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