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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

On Saturday, April 21, 2018, eight members of the Iowa Crossroads Region of the
Cadillac-LaSalle Club met for lunch and a tour of the Brucemore Mansion and
Estate in Cedar Rapids! Members in attendance included Lyle & Lori Dahl, Dean &
Vickie Stoltenberg, Dave & Andy Kroeger, Jim Caffrey and myself, Steve Fox.
Our group met at noon for a great luncheon at the Tornado’s Grub and Pub,
located at 1600 3rd Street SE in Cedar Rapids. The food was very good and the
prices were reasonable for the amount of food you receive (the hand-breaded
pork tenderloins were massive)! A short meeting commenced to discuss our May
weekend-touring event in Okoboji, as well as our July weekend-driving tour near
Guttenberg, Iowa.
After lunch, our group headed over to the Brucemore Mansion and Estate, located
three miles from the restaurant at 2160 Linden Drive SE in Cedar Rapids, for a onehour tour of the mansion and estate. The Brucemore is a park-like, 26-acre estate
with a magnificent three story, 21-room Queen Anne-style mansion that was built
by Caroline Sinclair (widow of pioneer industrialist T.M. Sinclair) in 1884-1885. The
Brucemore Mansion is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Three
families owned the Brucemore estate between 1884 and 1981 - the Sinclairs, the
Douglases, and the Halls. The families of Brucemore each reflected and influenced
the community in which they lived. They were business and social leaders in a
century that saw an important evolution of the Midwest. The changes they made
to their estate, the impact they had on their community, and the stories they left
behind shape our understanding of modern Cedar Rapids, eastern Iowa, and the
American Midwest.
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Caroline Sinclair's home made quite an impression in 1880s Cedar Rapids — and
not just because of the $55,000 price tag. The house sat on top of a long slope
facing the main route into town, confidently demonstrating, in both size and style,
the Sinclair family's status in the community. A widow at the age of 33, Caroline
Soutter Sinclair commissioned Indianapolis architect, Maximillian Allardt, to design
a home for her and her children. However, during construction, Allardt returned to
Indianapolis to be with his daughter who had fallen ill. Local architects Henry
Josselyn and Eugene Taylor finished the project, constructing a four-story, 21-room,
Queen Anne style mansion on the original 10-acre site (which later expanded to 26
acres) or, as the local newspaper described it, "the grandest house west of
Chicago."
Although little evidence on the interior of the Mansion during the Sinclair era
exists, available information reveals that George and Irene Douglas renovated
extensively when they took ownership of Brucemore in 1906. The Queen Anne
style was losing favor by the 1910s, with Victorian ornateness giving way to the
more simplistic decoration style of the Edwardian Era. The Douglases altered the
Mansion to reflect the increasingly popular Craftsman style. A focus on the craft
and materials led to designs featuring decorative beams and braces, porches
supported by tapered square columns, and low pitched roofs. The Douglases
continued to modify the function and décor of rooms throughout their 30-year
residency.
Their daughter, Margaret Douglas, lived in the Garden House on the estate after
she married Howard Hall in 1924. In 1937, Irene Douglas bequeathed Brucemore
to her daughter, and the couple moved into the Mansion. While Howard always
referred to the Mansion as "your mother's house," Margaret and Howard left their
modern and, sometimes, whimsical mark on their home.
Brucemore's bucolic landscape with its rolling yards, soaring trees, timber-lined
pond, and stunning gardens is more than a beautiful setting. It also exhibits over
120 years of history. Each of the families who lived on the estate left their mark.
You can still experience the sweeping front lawn from Caroline Sinclair's era that
showcases the Mansion atop a soaring hill; the naturalistic landscape designs of the
Douglas era that create charming outdoor rooms; and the subtle, modern additions
of the Halls. In short, the Brucemore landscape is a time capsule, preserving
evidence of decades past.
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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Above: Tornado’s Grub & Pub in Cedar Rapids. Below: Members of the Iowa Cross
Roads CLC in front of the carriage house at the Brucemore Estate in Cedar Rapids.
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Above: The Brucemore National Trust Historic Site Sign and the Carriage House.

Above: The Brucemore Mansion (built in 1884-85) and the Brucemore Estate Pond.

Above: The Brucemore Estate Gardens and the Brucemore Pet Cemetery.
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Minutes of the
April Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held at the Tornado’s
Grub and Pub, located at 1600 3rd Street SE in Cedar Rapids on Saturday, April 21,
2018. The eight regional club members in attendance included Lyle & Lori Dahl,
Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Dave & Andy Kroeger, Jim Caffrey and myself, Steve
Fox.
Treasurer’s Report: Steve Fox reported that our club’s checking account currently
has a balance of $769, and a $5,000 Certificate of Deposit at Veridian Credit Union.
Membership Report: Steve Fox reported that as a result of Gary Wright’s
complimentary one-year membership recruiting effort, our regional club has gained
another member … Mr. Warner Coffman of Ankeny, Iowa. This bring our total
regional paid and auxiliary membership to 73 members.
News about Upcoming Events: There are still two more discounted rooms
available for our weekend getaway to Okoboji on May 19-20, 2018. If you are
interested in joining us for this event, please contact Bridget at the Oakwood Inn
(712-332-8057) and mention our club and my name (Steve Fox) to get the
discounted rate.
Our annual June event to attend the Olmsted House Ice Cream Social in Urbandale
on Sunday, June 24, 2018 is still on tap. Club members should plan to drive and
display their classic cars at this fine 1920s style Ice Cream Social.
Our July trip to Guttenburg on the weekend of July 28-29, 2018 will include a
driving tour through Balltown and Elkader. Many thanks to Dean Stoltenberg, who
is planning things for us to do on this weekend event. Dean has informed me that
he plans to start the tour in Anamosa on Saturday, July 28, where we will begin by
touring the National Motorcycle Museum. Steve will look into alternative lodging
sites for this event, as our original idea to stay at “The Landing” is already full.
Regarding our planned summer picnic event scheduled for Saturday, August 18,
2018, special thanks to Brian and Ann Sipma, for their gracious offer of hosting our
club’s summer picnic at their acreage in Corydon, Iowa.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring
events in 2018 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and
dates listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the
planned tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail
finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please
place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need
to break with that restful tradition in 2018!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club was held at David’s Milwaukee Diner inside the Hotel Pattee in Perry, Iowa on
Saturday, February 10, 2018. Eleven members were in attendance. A tour of this
historic hotel followed. Excluding travel time, this was a 3-hour social event. This
event is an annual regional club event to honor the ladies of our club! This special
venue was proposed by fellow club member Nora Schlenker!
March: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads club members met on Friday, March 16 for lunch
at the Newton Family Restaurant, followed by a two-hour tour of Newton’s TPI
Composites, maker of wind-power blades. Both the lunch and the tour were
fantastic! Excluding travel time, this was a 3½ hour touring event. This event was
proposed by fellow club member, Steve Muir.
April: Eight members gathered for lunch at Tornado’s Grub and Pub and a tour of
the Brucemore Mansion in Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Saturday, April 21, 2018.
Excluding travel time, this was a 3-hour touring event. This event was proposed by
our regional club director, Steve Fox, and fellow club members, Dave & Karen
Kroeger.
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May: A spring weekend retreat at Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful NW
Iowa will occur on the weekend of May 19-20, 2018. Eric and Patt Anderson have
already set up some fine events for us to attend over the weekend including the
Higgins Money Museum, the Chuck Long Car Collection, a ride on the Queen II
Riverboat, and dinner at Minerva’s. Hotel accommodations at a discounted rate
have been arranged for us at the Oakwood Inn, the fabulous bed and breakfast
where we stayed last year. This event was proposed by fellow club members Eric &
Patt Anderson, who have graciously volunteered to handle most of the touring
arrangements! A special thanks to them for this!
Early-June: 2018 CLC Grand National in Central Texas (between San Antonio and
Austin), will take place during the week of June 5-9, 2018. For more information
see their website: https://cadillaclasalleclub.site-ym.com/page/2018grandnational
Late-June: On Sunday, June 24, 2018, club members will participate in our
traditional, annual classic-car show ‘n shine to be held at the Olmsted-Urban House
Ice Cream Social & Open House. Club members will show off their magnificent
automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social
that features an old-fashioned Dixieland band trio and a tour of the 1904 historical
Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-3 hour social event.
This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
July: Our July event is a two-day, overnight summer weekend retreat in
Guttenburg, Iowa that will occur on the weekend of July 28-29, 2018. The trip will
include a tour of the National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa, a driving tour
through Elkader and Balltown, and possibly a tour of the Old Governor’s Mansion
in Clermont. Dean Stoltenberg is in the process of making arrangements for dining
and touring activities (many thanks to Dean for his fine efforts on this)! Steve Fox
will be looking into alternative lodging arrangements in Guttenberg for the night of
July 28, as our initial intent was to stay at the Landing, which another group has
already booked for the weekend. This event was proposed by club members Dean
and Vickie Stoltenberg.
August: On Saturday, August 18, 2018, club members plan to drive their classic
automobiles and gather at the homestead and acreage of fellow club members,
Brian and Ann Sipma in Corydon, Iowa for a regional club picnic. We truly had a
magnificent time the last time we picnicked at the Sipmas back in 2014. This time
promises to be no exception! Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-hour social
event. Many thanks to fellow club members Brian and Ann Sipma for their gracious
hospitality in hosting this regional picnic event for our club!
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Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. This year’s event will be held on the weekend of September 89, 2018. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event on Saturday
morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in downtown Des
Moines that evening. On Sunday, September 9, a display of fine automobiles will
line the streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. More
information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan is on the weekend of September 21-23,
2018. This is an annual weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region
of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: Our original plan to tour the Heartland Acres Agribition Center in
Independence, Iowa has been cancelled, as the museum is no longer open after
Labor Day. A replacement event will be discussed and made known to all members
in the upcoming months.
November: Lunch and a tour of the Iowa Aviation Museum in Greenfield, Iowa is
scheduled for early November. The actual date and time will be discussed and
made known to club members within the next few months. Excluding travel time,
this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This event was proposed by our regional club
director, Steve Fox.
December: Our annual Christmas Luncheon will occur on Saturday, December 8,
2018. Since our club members thoroughly enjoyed our experience at the Ankeny
Diner, we hope to use that venue again this year. More information on this event
will be provided later in the year. Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-hour holiday
event. This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
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PLEASE JOIN THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC FOR A FABULOUS
WEEKEND UP AT BEAUTIFUL LAKE OKOBOJI ON MAY 19-20, 2018!

Where To Meet: Interested club members from eastern and central Iowa will meet
at Earl May’s Garden Center, located at 1509 N. Ankeny Boulevard in Ankeny,
Iowa, at 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 19, 2018. From there, we will caravan northeast
along Interstate 35, U.S. 20 and U.S. 71 to Okoboji and the Iowa Great Lakes region.
Lunch: Arrangements have been made to dine at Tweeter’s Bar & Grill, located at
1027 Highway 71 in Okoboji (phone 712-332-9421) beginning at 1 p.m. on May 19.
Tour of the Higgins Money Museum: Following lunch, we will drive 1/2 mile west
from the restaurant to enjoy a tour of Higgins Money Museum, located at 1507
Sanborn Avenue in Okoboji (phone: 712-332-5859). The museum houses one of
the largest collections of historical American currency in the world.
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Ride the Queen II Riverboat: After our tour of the Higgins Money Museum, we
have scheduled a 5 p.m. excursion on the Queen II Riverboat in Arnold’s Park to
tour picturesque Lake Okoboji. The cruise lasts 90 minutes and sells for $15 per
person.
Dinner: Eric and Patt Anderson have arranged for our group to dine at Minerva’s
Restaurant, located at 1405 Highway 71 in Okoboji (phone: 712-332-5296) at 6:45
p.m. on Saturday, May 19. The restaurant specializes in hand-cut steaks, fresh
seafood and authentic pasta dishes.
Accommodations: After dinner, we will retire to our accommodations for the
evening at the Oakwood Inn, a relaxing bed and breakfast located at 2625 41st
Street in Spirit Lake (phone: 712-332-8057).
Sunday Breakfast: Relax and enjoy a lavish homemade continental breakfast at the
Oakwood Inn. Check out time is 11 a.m., but we hope to be on our way by 10:30
a.m. so that we can enjoy an 11 a.m. tour of the Chuck Long Car Collection.
Car Collection Tour: After we check out of the Oakwood Inn, Eric and Patt have
made arrangements for our club to tour the Chuck Long Car Collection in
Wahpeton, Iowa (located on the west side of West Okoboji Lake, about 7 miles
west of the Oakwood Inn). The car collection will take one to two hours to enjoy!
Heading Home: After touring the Chuck Long Car Collection, we will begin to head
home by early afternoon on Sunday, May 20. Lunch will be on your own.
Questions/RSVP: Please send your questions and/or concerns my direction by emailing me at foxenterprises@yahoo.com or by calling me at (515) 491-2624.
Note: All events and times listed above are subject to change based on
availability!
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Cadillac History, Transformation and Timeline
Authored by Edison Farnell; Provided by Gary Wright
Over the next few months, we will be examining numerous innovations by Cadillac
over the years. This month, we will examine some interesting innovations from
Cadillac’s early years (1902-1929). If you enjoy this article, please visit the following
site for further information:
Source: https://www.partsgeek.com/mmparts/cadillac_history_and_timeline.html
Cadillac cars have long played an iconic part in American pop culture, conjuring
images of the great American dream. The company was started in 1902, by a man
named Henry Leland, from the remains of the broken Detroit-based Henry Ford
Company. The name itself came from a distant family member, a Frenchman
named Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac, who was one of the 17th century American
colonists and explorers. Even early on, one of the main goals was to create a car
that was stylish and esthetically-pleasing along with high-quality performance.
Over the years, the Cadillac has matured and is still considered an icon and status
symbol too.
Here are some interesting innovations introduced by Cadillac in its early years:
1903: The first Cadillac is introduced, at just $750 per car.
1904: Cadillac offers two models (A and B): one with a removable top and a second
with a more robust frame.
1905: Cadillac shows off the first completely closed-body car.
1906: Cadillac offers buyers the option to buy cars with two or four cylinders.
1907: Four new models, G, H, K and M are rolled out, with features such as a single
cylinder, newly styled bodies, a folding top and improvements to the hardware and
machinery.
1908: New models, G, H, M, S and T are offered to customers in the same year that
Cadillac improves its workflow by switching to piece assembly instead of building
one car at a time.
1909: Cadillac unveils the first limousine.
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1910: The open-top Model 30 is still the main offering from Cadillac, with several
engine and body improvements, gas lamps and an increased price tag of $1,600.
1912: Customers can now accommodate an extra passenger in new Cadillacs with
a folding seat.
1914: Cadillac makes the idea of holding five passengers in a car the norm with
their new updates to previous models.
1915: Windshields are added to closed-top Cadillac models.
1916: The Brougham is marketed as a family sedan.
1917: The Club Roadster is introduced as a trendy, sporty model.
1918: Type 57, an improvement on the previous Type 55, features a tilted
windshield and a slimmer body.
1922: Cadillac sees a marked rise in customer demand when they roll out features
such as windshield wipers and rearview mirrors.
1923: An updated model, the Type 61, boasts exterior handles on doors and a soft
roof.
1924: Cadillac continues to appeal to customers with hundreds of paint options
compared to the standard black of other companies.
1925: The V-63 offers new body shapes, color combinations and interior
upholstery choices.
1927: The Series 314 improves on previous styles but also offers new types of car
bodies.
1928: The 341-A is built using safety glass for all windows, while the V-8 is
introduced with a ground-breaking eight cylinders.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for providing us with another
very fine and interesting article! Note: Gary is asking our membership if they have
any suggestions for topics of articles to include in our newsletter. Perhaps, each of
our members can contribute a story about their own Cadillac or LaSalle automobile.
Please forward your story or suggestions to Gary at: hastatusopifex@gmail.com
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Danette Keme (May 5)
Jim Pittman (May 9)
Lori Dahl (May 22)
Betty Sorenson (May 26)

Happy Anniversary to Members
Jim & Karen Pittman (May 24)

Welcome New 2018 Members!
Warner Coffman (from Ankeny, Iowa)

One of a Kind! Delivered new to California, this car has all original lacquer
paint and chrome. Complete interior restoration with original materials. Has
been in three private collections and always garaged. Very well maintained
and a Grand National Award winner. Appraised/insured for $50,000. A
unique addition to any collection since you won’t find a second one like it.
Asking $42,500.
For more information contact:
Jim Pittman at
jim@pittmancpa.com; or phone 515-278-5018 or 515-249-5018.
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to:
Mr. Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road,
East Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of
the calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national
dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your SelfStarter mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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