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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
Eight members of the Iowa Cross Roads Cadillac & LaSalle Club met in Balltown to
begin a fun-filled weekend of events in beautiful, picturesque NE Iowa. Members
present at this weekend retreat were Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg, Lyle & Lori Dahl,
Ed & Betty Sorenson, Nora Schlenker and myself, Steve Fox. The weekend began
as all eight of us gathered for lunch at Breitbach’s Country Dining Restaurant in
Balltown on Friday, July 27. The lunch buffet of baked chicken, fried cod, mashed
potatoes, corn and a tremendous salad bar was excellent. After a great lunch, we
ventured to the north end of Balltown for a spectacular view of the Iowa
countryside.

Above: Stoltenberg’s 1961 Cadillac Coupe Deville, Dahl’s 1995 Cadillac Sedan Deville and our
happy group overlooking the Iowa countryside in Balltown.
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Upon leaving Balltown, Dean & Vickie led the group north along the Mississippi
River road and Highway 52 toward Guttenberg, Iowa, stopping many times along
the way for picturesque photo ops and a tour through the Promised Land Winery.
After sampling several wines and gushing over the winery kittens, the group
headed into town to check in at our very quaint and reasonable hotel, The Landing,
in Guttenberg. Dean & Vickie made 7 p.m. dinner reservations at Reed’s
Steakhouse & Grill, where we dined and enjoyed each other’s company as we
watched and marveled at the barges being piloted down the Mississippi River. After
dinner, we enjoyed some local ice cream and returned to the Landing. There, we
gathered for a couple of hours, chatting on the back porch of the hotel overlooking
the riverfront. It was a very peaceful and serene scene.
On Saturday morning (July 28), we awoke and travelled a few blocks for a great
breakfast at the Stadium Bar & Grill. Afterward, Dean & Vickie led us up the hillside
for some spectacular views of the river valley, then along the river walk in
Guttenberg where we enjoyed the Mennonite farmer’s market and the various Civil
War-era historical shops. Before leaving Guttenberg, we visited St. Mary’s Catholic
Church to view the wonderful religious artwork and décor inside the church.
Heading north along the River Road from Guttenberg, we stopped at Pikes Peak
State Park to witness the fabulous view of the Mississippi and Wisconsin River
Valleys. Perched 700 feet above the valley, we were able to see three states (Iowa,
Wisconsin and Minnesota) from this beautiful vantage point. From there, we
headed southwest along Iowa Highway 13 through Strawberry Point, finally
stopping in Manchester for a great lunch at the Sunset Family Restaurant.
All in all, it was a spectacular and very peaceful weekend, where we were able to
take in the beautiful scenery and quaint historical villages of northeastern Iowa at
our own relaxed pace. Special thanks go out to Dean & Vickie Stoltenberg for
making all of the arrangements for our group on this very enjoyable and fun-filled
adventure. Our group had so much fun here that we agreed to make the scenic
views of Guttenberg and northeast Iowa an annual fall event for the Iowa
CrossRoads region! But, for now … enjoy the pics!
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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Above: Breitbach’s Country Dining in Balltown and Promised Land Winery outside Guttenberg.

Above: Views of the Iowa Countryside between Balltown and Guttenberg along the River Road.

Above: Our hotel at the Landing and view of the Guttenberg Marina from our hotel.

Above: Inside the Boat House at the Guttenberg Marina and a Marina Moonlight Shot.
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Above: The Picket Fence Café and Mississippi River Walk in Guttenberg.

Above: A tugboat maneuvering cargo down the Mississippi and Downtown Guttenberg.

Above: Antique Gift Shops and the Ice Cream Parlor along the River Walk in Guttenberg.

Above: St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Guttenberg, Iowa.
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Above: Iowa CrossRoads CLC members enjoying the view above the Mississippi and Wisconsin
Rivers at Pikes Peak State Park near McGregor, Iowa.
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring
events in 2018 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and
dates listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the
planned tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail
finalized plans for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please
place these fine events on your calendar without delay!
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2018!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club was held at David’s Milwaukee Diner inside the Hotel Pattee in Perry, Iowa on
Saturday, February 10, 2018. Eleven members were in attendance. A tour of this
historic hotel followed. Excluding travel time, this was a 3-hour social event. This
event is an annual regional club event to honor the ladies of our club! This special
venue was proposed by fellow club member Nora Schlenker!
March: Fifteen Iowa CrossRoads club members met on Friday, March 16 for lunch
at the Newton Family Restaurant, followed by a two-hour tour of Newton’s TPI
Composites, maker of wind-power blades. Both the lunch and the tour were
fantastic! Excluding travel time, this was a 3½ hour touring event. This event was
proposed by fellow club member, Steve Muir.
April: Eight members gathered for lunch at Tornado’s Grub and Pub and a tour of
the Brucemore Mansion in Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Saturday, April 21, 2018.
Excluding travel time, this was a 3-hour touring event. This event was proposed by
our regional club director, Steve Fox, and fellow club members, Dave & Karen
Kroeger.
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May: Nine Iowa CrossRoads CLC members and three family guests attended a
spring weekend retreat at Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful NW Iowa on
the weekend of May 19-20, 2018. Eric and Patt Anderson set up some fine events
for us to attend over the weekend including the Higgins Money Museum, the
Chuck Long Car Collection, a ride on the Queen II Riverboat, and dinner at
Minerva’s. Hotel accommodations at a discounted rate were arranged for us at the
Oakwood Inn, the fabulous bed and breakfast where we stayed last year. This
event was proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, who graciously
volunteered to handle most of the arrangements! A special thanks to them for this!
Early-June: The 2018 CLC Grand National in Central Texas (between San Antonio
and Austin), was attended by our Iowa CrossRoads national representative, Mr. Jim
Caffrey during the week of June 5-9, 2018. Jim said that the weather in central
Texas was very hot and the trip exhausting, but very enjoyable. We are all looking
forward to talking more with Jim about his CLC adventures in Texas!
Late-June: On Sunday, June 24, 2018, 12 club members attended our traditional,
annual classic-car show ‘n shine that was held at the Olmsted-Urban House Ice
Cream Social & Open House. Club members showed off their magnificent
automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social
that features an old-fashioned Dixieland band duo and a tour of the 1904 historical
Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel time, this was a 2-hour social event. This is
an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
July: Eight Iowa CrossRoads CLC members attended a two-day, overnight summer
weekend retreat in Guttenberg, Iowa that occurred on Friday-Saturday, July 27-28,
2018. The trip included a great lunch at Breitbach’s in Balltown, a tour of Promised
Land Winery near Guttenberg, and dinner and accommodations at The Landing in
Guttenberg on Friday; followed by a tour along the River Walk in Guttenberg, St.
Mary’s Church and a scenic drive along the Mississippi River to Pikes Peak State
Park on Saturday. This event was proposed and prepared by club members Dean
and Vickie Stoltenberg. Special thanks to them for all their fine efforts on this trip!
August: This month, club members plan to drive their classic automobiles and
gather at the homestead and acreage of fellow club members, Brian and Ann Sipma
in Corydon, Iowa for a regional club picnic. We truly had a magnificent time the last
time we picnicked at the Sipmas back in 2014. This time promises to be no
exception! Excluding travel time, this will be a 3-hour social event. Many thanks to
fellow club members Brian and Ann Sipma for their gracious hospitality in hosting
this regional picnic event for our club!
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Early-Sept: Club members will, once again, enjoy participating in the fabulous Des
Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and design
of the automobile. Exhibitors are invited to attend an optional driving event on
Saturday morning and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark Building in
downtown Des Moines that evening. A display of fine automobiles will line the
streets at the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. More
information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan is scheduled for this month. This is an annual
weekend touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac &
LaSalle Club.
October: Our original plan to tour the Heartland Acres Agribition Center in
Independence, Iowa has been cancelled, as the museum is no longer open after
Labor Day. A replacement event will be discussed at our August picnic in Corydon
and made known to all members in the September issue of the Voice.
November: Lunch and a tour of the Iowa Aviation Museum in Greenfield, Iowa are
scheduled for early November. The actual date and time will be discussed and
made known to club members within the next few months. Excluding travel time,
this will be a 3-4 hour touring event. This event was proposed by our regional club
director, Steve Fox.
December: Our annual Christmas Luncheon will occur early in December. Since our
club members thoroughly enjoyed our experience at the Ankeny Diner, we hope to
use that venue again this year. More information on this event will be provided
later in the year. Excluding travel time, this will be a 2-hour holiday event. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Note: Any questions and/or concerns regarding these scheduled events should be
directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at your convenience. He can be
reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
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JOIN US FOR A REGIONAL CLUB PICNIC AT THE COUNTRY
HOMESTEAD OF BRIAN & ANN SIPMA IN CORYDON, IOWA!

Above: Pics from our regional picnic at the Sipma’s Corydon homestead in 2014.
Fellow club members Brian and Ann Sipma will be graciously hosting a regional club
picnic for all Iowa CrossRoads members and their families at their homestead near
Corydon. This is the second time that Brian and Ann have hosted a picnic for our
regional club and, the first time (in August 2014), everyone had an absolute blast.
What to Bring: Brian and Ann will be providing brats, hamburgers, baked beans,
condiments, lemonade, iced tea and coffee. All club members are encouraged to
bring a salad or dessert to share with our club! Along with my famous (well,
maybe not so famous) black-raspberry pie, I will bring a croquet and bocce ball set
to help with the entertainment.
Where to Meet: Interested club members that are travelling from the north or
west will meet at the office of Pittman & Company, located at 8525 Douglas
Avenue (on the northeast corner of 86th and Douglas) in Des Moines at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, August 18 for the two-hour drive down to Corydon. We plan to arrive at
Brian and Ann’s place at noon and leaving for home by 3 p.m. Club members
travelling from the south or east will travel on their own and meet us there.
Instructions on how to get to Brian and Ann’s place from Corydon will soon be
provided via e-mail.
Special thanks to Brian and Ann for graciously hosting this regional picnic for us
once again!
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Cadillac History, Transformation and Timeline
Authored by Edison Farnell; Provided by Gary Wright
These past few months, we have examined numerous innovations by Cadillac over
the years. This month, we will examine some interesting innovations from the
1970’s, 80’s and 90’s. If you enjoy this article, please visit the following site for
further information:
Source: https://www.partsgeek.com/mmparts/cadillac_history_and_timeline.html
Cadillac cars have long played an iconic part in American pop culture, conjuring
images of the great American dream. The company was started in 1902, by a man
named Henry Leland, from the remains of the broken Detroit-based Henry Ford
Company. The name itself came from a distant family member, a Frenchman
named Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac, who was one of the 17th century American
colonists and explorers. Even early on, one of the main goals was to create a car
that was stylish and esthetically-pleasing along with high-quality performance. Over
the years, the Cadillac has matured and is still considered an icon and status
symbol.
Here are some interesting innovations introduced by Cadillac in the 70’s, 80’s and
90’s:
1974: Production is focused on a handful of previous models, but Cadillac innovates
with a new safety feature: the air bag.
1976: The 1976 Cadillac features a boxier, closed appearance compared to former
open-topped convertible models. The 1976 Cadillac Eldorado is the last Cadillac
model to offer a convertible option until the Cadillac Allanté is introduced in 1987.
1977: Cadillac models are downsized in terms of size and weight for a more fuelefficient vehicle.
1978: Cadillac sticks to producing five previous models and starts exploring the use
of computerized features in cars.
1982: The 1982 Cimarron is far different from previous models; it is not nearly as
large but much more fuel efficient, and offered a host of automatic features
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including audio warning chimes and a visual data panel to indicate fuel usage and
driving speed.
1987: The Italian-designed Cadillac Allanté enters the market of ultra-luxury cars;
the first American vehicle to do so. Hardtop and convertible options are made
available to the prospective buyer.
1988: For the first time, American car owners have access to around-the-clock
emergency roadside service via OnStar when they buy from Cadillac.
1993: The Allanté is re-introduced solely as a convertible.
1999: Cadillac introduces the Escalade, their first consumer truck-type vehicle, as
well as a new feature: built-in automated night vision for cars.
Many thanks to our webmaster, Mr. Gary Wright, for providing us with another
very fine and interesting article! Note: Gary is asking our membership if they have
any suggestions for topics of articles to include in our newsletter. Perhaps, each of
our members can contribute a story about their own Cadillac or LaSalle automobile.
Please forward your story or suggestions to Gary at: hastatusopifex@gmail.com

TREASURER’S REPORT
(as of July 30, 2018)
Veridian Credit Union CD: $5,095.34
Wells Fargo Checking Account: $725.97
Checking Account Expenditures for July: $45.95
Explanation: Reimbursement to Jim & Karen Pittman
for newsletter printing supplies ($21.72 from Office
Depot) and newsletter postage ($24.23 from Hy-Vee).
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
None to Report!

Happy Anniversary to Members
Wold (August 19)
Galinsky (August 30)
Note: If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!

Jim and Karen Pittman report that their one of a kind 1956 Cadillac Fleetwood
Derham Conversion has been sold! Originally owned by San Francisco
newspaper magnate Helen Mary de Young Cameron, the car will soon be
returning home to San Francisco. The new owner, who originates from San
Francisco, was a neighbor of Ms. De Young Cameron as a child and remembers
the car from his youth. How cool is that? Congratulations to Jim and Karen on
a fine sale. Your grand vehicle will be greatly missed from our regional club!
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to:
Mr. Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road,
East Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of
the calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national
dues are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your SelfStarter mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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