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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On Saturday, December 8, 2018, 16 members of the Iowa CrossRoads Region of the
CLC (and two guests) met for our annual Christmas lunch at the Ankeny Diner in
Ankeny, Iowa. A private room for this event was arranged by fellow club member, Lori
Dahl. Club members who were present were Lyle & Lori Dahl, Jim & Karen Pittman, Ed
& Betty Sorensen, Paul & Linda Wold, Bryan & Christine Moran, Brian & Ann Sipma,
Russ & Marj Bees (along with their two daughters, Tammy and Holly), Maurine
Edmond, and myself (Steve Fox).
Lori opened the gathering by welcoming everyone with the Christmas carol “We
Wish You a Merry Christmas”, which we sang as we sat across the table from each
other. This was followed by real, yet amusing Christmas stories that members in
attendance recalled from their past. We then ordered our food and drinks and
proceeded with a short meeting discussing a variety of planned events for our 2019
touring calendar (minutes included in this newsletter).
We enjoyed a great meal together and felt a closeness throughout the event as
everyone shared the “ups and downs” of their year. I updated everyone on the terrible
fall that our long-time treasurer David Twombley had taken, that eventually led to his
untimely death on December 6 at age 77. David and his family remain in our thoughts
and prayers. I also provided our members with an update on the status of longtime
club member, Steve Muir, who was recently hospitalized and permanently transferred
to Accura Healthcare of Newton East. Steve is stable and also remains in our thoughts
and prayers.
After our delicious and very-well served dinner, Karen Pittman had prepared
Below: Sipma’s 1940 LaSalle & Trompke’s Corvette.
candies as a party gift to pass out to everyone gathered there. The Pittmans also
donated two large containers of flavored popcorn as door prizes that were won by Lyle
Dahl and Brian Sipma. Betty Sorensen graciously donated a dessert plate and cup set
(adorned with red pickup trucks) to serve as a door prize, which was won by the Wolds.
We closed the gathering with our annual gift exchange, which is always loads of fun
and in which several members participated. All in all, it was a great and festive event.
Special thanks goes to Lori Dahl for arranging this fantastic venue for us and
providing the festive Christmas decorations, Linda Wold for the opening party gifts
(festive acorns and stones), Karen Pittman for the closing party gifts and door prizes,
and Betty Sorensen for the dessert plate and cup set that also served as a door prize!
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Above: Members of the Iowa CrossRoads CLC at our Christmas luncheon in Ankeny.
Front row (L to R): Christine Moran, Marj Bees, Karen Pittman, Linda Wold, Ann Sipma
& Lori Dahl. Back row (L to R): Steve Fox, Maurine Edmond, Ed & Betty Sorenson,
Bryan Moran, Paul Wold, Lyle Dahl, Brian Sipma, Jim Pittman & Russ Bees.

Above: Festive Christmas decorations at our Christmas luncheon provided by club
member Lori Dahl.
Until next time, may your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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Minutes of the
December Meeting
Opening: A brief meeting of the Iowa CrossRoads Region was held at the Ankeny
Diner in Ankeny, Iowa on Saturday, December 8. The 16 members in attendance
were Lyle & Lori Dahl, Jim & Karen Pittman, Ed & Betty Sorensen, Paul & Linda Wold,
Bryan & Christine Moran, Brian & Ann Sipma, Russ & Marj Bees, Maurine Edmond,
and myself (Steve Fox).
News about Upcoming Events: A discussion was held regarding our planned
regional club touring events for 2019. Details of planned events for February, May,
June, August, September, October and November are included in the proceeding
three pages of this newsletter. We still need fresh ideas for March and April, as well
as location suggestions for a club summer picnic in July and our annual Christmas
luncheon in December. Please forward any ideas for March and April touring
events, and July picnic and Christmas luncheon location suggestions to my
attention at foxenterprises@yahoo.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT (as of December 6, 2018)
Veridian Credit Union CD: $5,123.67
Wells Fargo Checking Account: $545.61
Checking Account Expenditures for November-December:
$33.92 for Christmas luncheon party gifts and door prizes,
$21.52 for newsletter printing and postage costs (Pittman).
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring events
in 2019 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and dates
listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the planned
tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail finalized plans
for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please place these fine
events on your calendar without delay! Any questions and/or concerns regarding
these scheduled events should be directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at
your convenience. He can be reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at
foxenterprises@yahoo.com. Above header provided by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
January: Traditionally, the Iowa CrossRoads CLC has not held a January event so as
to better enjoy our winter solace in the comfort of our own home. I saw no need to
break with that restful tradition in 2019!
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club will be held at Trellis Cafe inside the Greater Des Moines Botanical Center in
Des Moines, Iowa at 1 p.m. on Saturday, February 16, 2019. A tour of this fine indoor
botanical garden will follow after the luncheon. Excluding travel time, this will be a
2-hour social event. This event is an annual regional club event to honor the ladies
of our club! This special venue was proposed by fellow club member Karen Pittman!
March: A touring idea for late-March is needed and most welcomed. Please forward
any early-Spring touring ideas that come your way to Steve Fox via his e-mail address:
foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
April: A touring idea for mid-April is needed and most welcomed. Please forward
any early-Spring touring ideas that come your way to Steve Fox via his e-mail address:
foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
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May: Our annual spring weekend retreat at Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful
NW Iowa will occur on the early Friday-Saturday weekend of May 10-11, 2019 to
accommodate families with Mother’s Day plans on Sunday, May 12. Eric and Patt
Anderson are planning to set up some more fine events for us to attend over that
early weekend. Hotel accommodations at a discounted rate of $129 per night plus
tax are being arranged for us at the Oakwood Inn, the fabulous bed and breakfast
where we stayed the last two years. Be sure to secure your reservation by calling
Bridget at (712) 332-8057 no later than March 1, 2019 to receive this special rate.
This annual event was initially proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt
Anderson, who graciously volunteer to handle most of the touring arrangements for
this annual spring getaway! A special thanks to them for all their efforts!
Mid-June: The 2019 CLC Grand National in Louisville, Kentucky is being hosted by
the Indiana Region of the CLC and will occur during the week of June 11-15, 2019.
The host hotel and venue for the show field will be the Crowne Plaza Louisville
(located at 830 Phillips Lane in Louisville). Nearby tours will include Churchill Downs
(the home of the Kentucky Derby), the Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, and a
riverboat dinner cruise on the Ohio River. For more information, please access the
following website: https://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/page/grandnational
Late-June: Our traditional, classic-car show ‘n shine that is held annually at the
Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House will occur from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, June 30, 2019. Interested club members will show off their magnificent
automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social
that features an old-fashioned Dixieland band duo and a tour of the 1904 historical
Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel time, this was a 2½-hour social event. This
is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
July: Club members have been talking about having an annual club picnic every July;
however, a place for this year’s club picnic has yet to be determined. If you have an
idea where you will like to have this year’s club picnic, please forward your idea to
Steve Fox via his e-mail address: foxenterprises@yahoo.com.
August: Another two-day, overnight summer weekend retreat in Guttenburg, Iowa
is planned for August. Last year’s event included a great lunch at Breitbach’s in
Balltown, a tour of Promised Land Winery near Guttenberg, very comfortable and
affordable hotel accommodations at The Landing in Guttenberg, a tour along the
River Walk and St. Mary’s Church in Guttenberg, and a scenic drive along the
Mississippi River to Pikes Peak State Park. The weekend event was so much fun that
we decided to repeat the event again this year.
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

Winter 2019

Last year’s event was proposed and planned by club members Dean and Vickie
Stoltenberg. We hope to enlist their help in planning this event again this year!
Early-Sept: The Iowa CrossRoads CLC plans to, once again, participate in the fabulous
Des Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and
design of the automobile. This year’s event will be held on the weekend of
September 7-8, 2019. Exhibitors will be invited to attend an optional driving event
on Saturday morning (September 7) and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark
Building in downtown Des Moines later that evening. On Sunday, September 8, a
display of the finest automobiles and motorcycles from our exhibitors will line the
streets along the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des Moines. More
information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the Des Moines
Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com. This is an
annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan will be held on the weekend of September 2628, 2019. For more information on this fine event, please access the following
website: https://www.cadillacfallfestival.com. The fall festival is an annual weekend
touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: In early October, we will travel the White Pole Road, a 26-mile scenic
byway that extends from Adair to Dexter along old U.S. Highway 6. Along the way
we will visit the Iowa Veterans Cemetery in Van Meter, have lunch in Menlo, tour
All Saints Catholic Cathedral in Stuart, and much more. Including travel time from
Des Moines, this will be a 6-hour touring event. This event was proposed by club
member Lyle Dahl.
November: A weekend trip to Lincoln, Nebraska to tour the Speedway Motors
Museum of American Speed has been proposed for November, with the actual
weekend date yet to be determined. The trip may also include a visit to the I-80
Speedway in Greenwood and a tour of a private car collection near Lincoln. This
weekend event was proposed by fellow club member, Eric Anderson.
December: Our annual Christmas Luncheon will occur in early December at a
location yet to be determined. If you have an idea where you will like to have this
year’s Christmas luncheon, please forward your idea to Steve Fox via his e-mail
address: foxenterprises@yahoo.com. This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional
club social event.
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC ANNUAL VALENTINE’S
DAY LUNCHEON EVENT HONORING THE LADIES OF OUR CLUB!

Valentine’s Luncheon: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the
ladies of our club will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, February 16, 2019 in the Trellis
Cafe inside the Greater Des Moines Botanical Center, located at 909 Robert D. Ray
Drive in Des Moines, Iowa (phone 515-323-6288).
Botanical Tour: Following lunch and a brief club meeting, we will tour the Greater
Des Moines Botanical Center. Completed in 1979, the conservatory features over a
1,200 different taxa from around the world in artistic settings designed to explore,
explain and celebrate the majesty of the plant world. Admission to the Greater Des
Moines Botanical Center is $10 for adults and $9 for seniors.
Questions/Reservations: To better serve us, the Trellis Cafe is requiring the club to
provide an accurate count of those planning to attend the Valentine’s Luncheon no
later than Wednesday, February 13th so that they have adequate time to plan and
set up proper seating arrangements. Please send your questions and reservation
requests my direction by e-mailing me at foxenterprises@yahoo.com or by calling
me at (515) 491-2624. Don’t miss out on this fine Iowa CrossRoads CLC tradition!
Special thanks to fellow club member Karen Pittman who suggested this fine venue
for our annual Valentine’s Day Luncheon.
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Cadillac: The Post-War Years (1946-1959)
Authored by Thomas Bonsall; Provided and edited by Steve Fox
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadillac
Postwar Cadillac vehicles innovated many of the styling features that came to be
synonymous with the late 1940s and 1950s American automobile. Incorporating
many of the ideas of then General Motors styling chief Harley J. Earl, these
included tailfins, wraparound windshields, and an extensive use of chrome.
Tailfins were first added in 1948 and reached their pinnacle in 1959. From 1960 to
1964, they decreased each year until they disappeared completely in the 1965
model year (remaining only on the limited production 1965 Series 75 chassis, a
carry-over from 1964).
Below: The 1948 Cadillac Series 62 and the iconic fins of the 1959 Cadillac.

Cadillac's other distinctive styling attribute
was its front bumper. What had started
out after the war as a pair of artillery shellshaped bumper guards, moved higher on
the front-end design as the 1950s wore on.
Becoming known as “Dagmar” bumpers for
their similarity to the buxom 1950s
television personality, they were toned
down in 1958 and gone the next year.
Right: A 1956 Cadillac Eldorado Seville with
“Dagmar” bumpers.
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The fledgling automotive magazine Motor Trend awarded its first "Motor Trend Car
of the Year" to Cadillac in 1949 for its innovative overhead-valve, V-8 engine. While
the company initially snubbed the honor, it now proudly references its "Car of the
Year" wins in publicity material. On November 25, 1949, Cadillac produced its onemillionth car, a 1950 Coupe de Ville. It also set a new sales mark of 100,000
cars matched in 1950 and 1951. In 1949, Cadillac also saw the introduction with
Buick of the first mass-produced hardtop coupe, a closed-body style without a "B"
pillar. Marketed as the “Coupe de Ville”, it would become one of Cadillac's most
popular models for many years to come. In 1956, Cadillac saw the introduction of
the pillarless, four-door hardtop sedan, marketed as the "Sedan de Ville"; a year
later the feature appeared in all standard Cadillacs.

Above: The 1956 Sedan de Ville and the 1957 Eldorado Brougham.
In 1951, Cadillac began production of the M41 Walker Bulldog army tank, which
saw service in the Korean and Vietnam Wars. In 1953, the "Autronic Eye" was
introduced. This feature would automatically dim high-beam headlamps for the
safety of oncoming motorists. In 1957, Cadillac attempted to move further
upmarket, creating the hand-built Series 70 Eldorado Brougham. It featured selflevelling suspension, "memory seat" function, and an all-transistor signal-seeking
car radio that was produced by GM's Delco Radio and which was available as
standard equipment for the 1957 Eldorado Brougham models. While the car
showed Cadillac's technological prowess, it only sold 904 units due to its lofty
$13,000 sticker price (three times the average American annual salary in 1957).
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
DeWayne Repp & Paul Wold (January 2)
Karen Kroeger (January 16)
Dean Stoltenberg (January 18)
Janice Johnson (January 21)
Lyle Dahl (January 26)
Jim Johnson (February 20)

Happy Anniversary to Members
None to Report for
January or February
Note: If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!

With Deepest Sympathy
It is with great sadness that I report the death of long-time
friend and club treasurer, David Twombley. On November 20,
2018, David suffered a fatal fall while carrying his laundry
down the stairs at his home in Urbandale. The fall caused
severe head trauma and shortly afterward David slipped into
a coma and later died at Taylor House Hospice Carecenter in
Des Moines on December 6 at the age of 77. He will be greatly
missed! A $50 donation from the club treasury will be sent to
Taylor House Hospice in David’s memory. Please keep David’s
family in your thoughts and prayers at this difficult time.
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The Time to Renew Your Regional Membership for
2019 is once again, upon us!

IOWA CROSSROADS REGIONAL CLUB DUES FOR 2019: Our regional dues for the
2019 calendar year are due January 1. Current annual membership dues are $15
(for members receiving newsletters by e-mail) or $30 (for U.S. mail delivery).
Spouses receive a free auxiliary membership with a paid membership.
If you have already renewed, “THANK YOU”! If not, there are two ways to pay your
regional dues for 2019:
1) You can pay your dues by completing the renewal form on the next page and
mailing a check for the proper amount (see above) to our Membership Chair:
Mr. Gary Wright, 17618 Hubbard Road, East Moline, IL 61244; or
2) You can pay your dues online at our webpage:
www.iowacrossroadsregion.org
To pay your dues online: Click on the “Members Only” tab in the upper left-hand
corner of the homepage and enter the password: Delco0913. Advance to the
bottom of the “Members Only” page to submit a renewal form and pay your dues
via PayPal. Be sure to choose the correct dues amount based on your newsletter
delivery choice (e-mail vs. USPS). There is a small processing fee of $0.75 or $1.20
depending upon your choice. Be sure to also include your National CLC Member
number when paying your regional dues for 2019.
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Mr.
Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road, East
Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the
calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues
are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your Self-Starter
mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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