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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
Six members of the Iowa CrossRoads Region and three guests participated in our
annual weekend trip to Okoboji and the Iowa Great Lakes Region on FridaySaturday, May 10-11, 2019. Members present were Eric and Patt Anderson, Lyle
and Lori Dahl, Nora Schlenker and myself, Steve Fox. Guests included Eric and Patt’s
daughter from Australia (Chris), my son (Joel) and daughter-in-law (Sarah).
The weekend began with perfect weather and a 3.5 hour drive northwest to
Milford, Iowa, where we met for lunch at the Mill Creek Restaurant. After a fine
lunch, Eric led the gang to the Dickinson County Nature Center, directly down the
street from our accommodations at the Oakwood Inn. When entering the Nature
Center’s main floor, patrons are treated to a glacier landmark tour, the Wallace
butterfly collection, taxidermic displays, a “pollinator’s paradise” exhibit, the nature
store and library, and my favorite … the topography sandbox! The lower level had
some small live animals and a kid’s play area. The surrounding 70-acre nature area
had a stocked pond and an osprey nest that can be viewed from an indoor telescope.
After the nature center, our group proceeded to the Winchester Museum House,
which displayed an amazing collection of Winchester-produced firearms and
domestic products in a 4,000 square-foot reproduction of a 1928 Winchester Store
inside the museum house. Amassing a collection of over 30,000 items in 35 years,
the owner spared no expense in displaying the items in this impressive setting.
Now, for some Winchester history … The manufacturer of the iconic Winchester repeating
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rifle began
operations
in 1849&and
produced
exclusively firearms and ammunition through the
turn of the century. But, the company that is famous for "the gun that won the West" also
manufactured domestic products. It made lawnmowers, meat grinders and clothing irons, and
for recreational pursuits … fishing reels, ice skates, tennis rackets and baseball bats. For the
well-groomed gentleman, Winchester made razor blades, hair clippers and even cologne.
During World War I, Winchester was a major arms supplier to the U.S. government and the war
years were extremely profitable. But, the close of the war had a severe effect on the company's
finances. It was during this downturn that Winchester management decided to venture into
areas beyond firearms. The company targeted hardware supplies and sporting goods.
Winchester bought out manufacturers and partnered with companies to begin branding its
name on a variety of products. Acquired hardware stores were renamed “Winchester Stores.”
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The rapid expansion into various markets during the 1920s led to the heyday of what was then
known as the Winchester Firearms Company. At its peak, the company boasted 6,500 stores.
The 1926-27 Winchester Store catalog contained more than 7,000 items. Winchester President
J.E. Otterson was determined to dominate the hardware and sporting goods sectors. One way
that Winchester sought to attract new customers was through its Winchester Junior Rifle Corps.
The division was launched during World War I to inspire patriotism and increase father and son
bonding. It promoted shooting competitions and focused on gun safety until its demise in 1924.
Due to its brief duration and unique mission, the Junior Rifle Corps is an extremely popular area
for collectors. Winchester salesman's samples also are highly popular as collectibles. By 1928,
3,400 sales representatives were part of a vast Winchester dealer network. Winchester supplied
displays and numerous brochures to salesmen who were expected to cultivate new buyers. The
brevity of the period that stores operated during 1920s accounts for the rarity of these items.
The Great Depression dealt a major blow to Winchester. In 1931, the Western Cartridge
Company acquired Winchester. The new company continued to sell various household products,
but the era of Winchester Stores and product diversification came to an end. The primary focus
once again became firearms.

After our tour of the Winchester Museum House, we settled into our bed and
breakfast at the Oakwood Inn, followed by a great dinner with great friends at
Minerva’s. After dinner, many of us retreated to the newly-constructed lounge at
the Oakwood Inn, enjoying a relaxing evening playing cards, billiards and other
activities. Saturday breakfast at the Oakwood consisted of homemade German-style
pancakes, smoked beef bacon, egg cups, homemade fruit yogurt, freshly-squeezed
orange juice and freshly-brewed coffee (all of which were excellent as always).
After checking out, we followed Eric to the Clark Historical Museum, which is one
of Iowa’s most enjoyable and informative history museums. Established in 1985, the
museum features items from Lake Okoboji, Arnold’s Park, Milford and other area
towns. Housed in three different buildings, the museum displays thousands of
historical photographs from the Iowa Great Lakes Region, memorabilia from area
restaurants and businesses from years past, old amusement park rides and exhibits
from Arnold’s Park of the 1940’s and 50’s, old farm tractors and implements, a school
bus from the late 1920’s, and a variety of smaller antiques and collectibles.
On our way home through one of my favorite Iowa towns (Spencer), we stopped
at an antique shop that Patt Anderson does volunteer work for. In that shop, I
purchased a great many things that I didn’t need, but couldn’t resist! All in all, it was
a fantastic weekend with great company and things to see. Next year, we hope to
go earlier in the week (perhaps Thursday-Friday), so that we can take in the Indian
Motorcycle Factory tour. Special thanks to fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson
for making all of the arrangements for this weekend event!
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Above: Dickinson County Nature Center welcome sign and lobby in Spirit Lake, Iowa.

Above: Interactive topographical sandbox and nature area at the DC Nature Center.

Above: Re-creation of a 1928 Winchester Store at the Winchester Museum House.

Above: My son Joel displays a high-power rifle and Winchester-brand tennis rackets.
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Above: Welcome to Spirit Lake and the Okoboji Farm across from the Oakwood Inn.

Above: Mill Creek Restaurant in Milford & 50’s style “Eat Here” Diner in Spirit Lake.

Above: Views in front of and behind the Oakwood Inn Bed & Breakfast in Spirit Lake.

Above: Newspaper articles, posters and cool signs at the Clark Historical Museum.
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Above: Iowa CrossRoads CLC members and guests at the Dickinson County Nature
Center in Spirit Lake on Friday, May 10, 2019. Left to right: Joel & Sarah Fox, Steve
Fox, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Nora Schlenker and Eric Anderson.

Above (Left to Right): Steve Fox, Nora Schlenker, Patt & Eric Anderson with their
daughter Chris (from Australia), Lyle & Lori Dahl, Joel & Sarah Fox at Minerva’s
Restaurant in Okoboji, Iowa on Friday evening, May 10, 2019.
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
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Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring events
in 2019 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and dates
listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the planned
tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail finalized plans
for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please place these fine
events on your calendar without delay! Any questions and/or concerns regarding
these scheduled events should be directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at
your convenience. He can be reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at
foxenterprises@yahoo.com. Above header provided by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club was held at Trellis Cafe inside the Greater Des Moines Botanical Center in Des
Moines, Iowa on Saturday, February 16, 2019. Thirteen club members were in
attendance. Beautiful floral bouquets for the ladies and a tour of this fine indoor
botanical garden followed after the luncheon. Excluding travel time, this was a twohour social event. This special venue was proposed by club member Karen Pittman,
and special thanks to her for the candies and flowers!
March: On Saturday, March 30, 2019, 12 Iowa CrossRoads club members toured the
newly-expanded Iowa Gold Star Military Museum on the grounds of Camp Dodge in
Johnston, Iowa. Lunch followed at Radish Dining in Grimes. Excluding travel time,
this was a 3.5-hour touring event. A tour of the Iowa Gold Star Military Museum was
proposed by regional club director, Steve Fox; and lunch at Radish Dining was
proposed by fellow club member, Linda Wold.
April: On Saturday, April 20 (Easter weekend), six members of the Iowa CrossRoads
CLC and two guests made a 90-minute tour of the Templeton Rye Distillery in
Templeton, Iowa. Before the tour, an excellent lunch was served at Chuck’s Bar &
Grill in Coon Rapids. Excluding travel time, this was be a 3-hour dining and touring
event. This event was proposed by fellow club member, Lyle Dahl.
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May: Six members and three guests attended our annual spring weekend retreat at
Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful NW Iowa occurred on the Friday-Saturday
weekend of May 10-11, 2019. Activities included tours of the Dickinson County
Nature Center, the Winchester Museum House, and the Clark Historical Museum.
Friday dining sites included the Mill Creek Restaurant and Minerva’s; and hotel
accommodations were provided by the Oakwood Inn, the fabulous bed and
breakfast where we stayed the last three years. This annual event was initially
proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, who continue to graciously
handle all of the touring arrangements for this annual spring getaway! A special
thanks to them for all their efforts!
Mid-June: The 2019 CLC Grand National in Louisville, Kentucky is being hosted by
the Indiana Region of the CLC and will occur during the week of June 11-15, 2019.
The host hotel and venue for the show field will be the Crowne Plaza Louisville
(located at 830 Phillips Lane in Louisville). Nearby tours will include Churchill Downs
(the home of the Kentucky Derby), the Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, and a
riverboat dinner cruise on the Ohio River. For more information, please access the
following website: https://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/page/grandnational
Late-June: Our traditional, classic-car show ‘n shine that is held annually at the
Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House will occur from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, June 30, 2019. Interested club members will show off their magnificent
automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social
that features an old-fashioned Dixieland band duo and a tour of the 1904 historical
Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel time, this is a 2½-hour social event. This is
an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
July: The Iowa CrossRoads CLC has been graciously invited to join the Hawkeye Buick
Club for a joint picnic and get together at the farmstead of Gene and Betty Upstill in
Gilbert, Iowa on Saturday, July 20, 2019. Over the past several years, this has been
a joint annual event that is thoroughly enjoyed by both clubs. A special thanks goes
out to Gene and Betty for their generous offer, which we graciously accept. We
greatly look forward to attending!
August: Another two-day, overnight summer weekend retreat in NE Iowa is planned
for Friday-Saturday, August 23-24, 2019. Proposed stops include the National Farm
Toy Museum, Field of Dreams, Breitbach’s Restaurant, Pikes Peak State Park, and
the Wilder Memorial Museum. Accommodations will be at The Landing in
Guttenberg (please see information with regard to securing your reservations at the
Landing later in this newsletter).
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Early-Sept: The Iowa CrossRoads CLC plans to, once again, participate in the fabulous
Des Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and
design of the automobile. This year’s event will be held on the weekend of
September 7-8, 2019. Exhibitors will be invited to attend an optional driving event
on Saturday morning (September 7) and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark
Building in downtown Des Moines later that evening. On Sunday, September 8, a
display of the finest automobiles and motorcycles from our exhibitors will line the
streets in a record 16 classes along the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des
Moines. More information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the
Des Moines Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com.
This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club automotive social event.
Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan will be held on the weekend of September 2628, 2019. For more information on this fine event, please access the following
website: https://www.cadillacfallfestival.com. The fall festival is an annual weekend
touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: An early weekend trip to Lincoln, Nebraska to tour the Speedway Motors
Museum of American Speed has been scheduled for Friday-Saturday, October 1112, 2019. The trip will also include a visit to the I-80 Speedway in Greenwood and a
tour of the private car collection of fellow club members, Dick & Sue Boswell. This
weekend event was proposed by fellow club member, Eric Anderson and a special
thanks goes out to Dick & Sue for allowing our club to tour their private car collection.
November: Weather dependent, we will travel the White Pole Road, a 26-mile
scenic byway that extends from Adair to Dexter along old U.S. Highway 6 in early
November. Along the way we will visit the Iowa Veterans Cemetery in Van Meter,
have lunch in Menlo, tour All Saints Catholic Cathedral in Stuart, and much more.
Including travel time from Des Moines, this will be a 6-hour touring event. This event
was proposed by fellow Iowa CrossRoads club member Lyle Dahl.
December: Our annual Christmas Dinner will occur on Saturday, December 7 at
Tursi’s, the Latin King Restaurant in Des Moines. Mr. Tursi is offering us a private
room and an early open at 3:30 p.m. free of charge. The Latin King has been in Des
Moines since 1947 and is a magnificent dining experience. Plus, it comes well
recommended by Lyle & Lori Dahl, so you know it has to be good! This is an annual
Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
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The 2019 CLC Grand National will take place in Louisville, Kentucky.
This year’s event is hosted by the Indiana Region.
When:

June 11-15, 2019

Where:

THE CROWNE PLAZA LOUISVILLE
830 Phillips Lane
Louisville, Kentucky 40209

Contact:

Beth and Bill Reedy
bethreedymi@gmail.com

For more information, please see the following website:
http://www.indianaclc.org/2019-grand-national.html
Event Registration: https://cadillacandlasalleclub.formstack.com/forms/gn2019
Alternate Hotel:
Tru by Hilton
810 Phillips Lane
Louisville, KY 40209
502-792-8800
$139.00 per night plus tax.


Booking Link: http://group.trubyhilton.com/CadillacLasalleClub

Group Name: CADILLAC LASALLE CLUB
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
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JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL AT THE
HISTORICAL OLMSTED-URBAN HOUSE IN URBANDALE!

Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social: The Iowa Crossroads CLC has been invited
to show our classic automobiles at this year’s Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social
to be held on Sunday, June 30, 2019 (from 2 to 4 p.m.) at the Olmsted-Urban House,
located at 4010 70th Street in Urbandale, Iowa. Homemade ice cream, pie, and
lemonade will be served for a nominal fee (about $5 for the combo) as a turn-of-thecentury Dixieland band will entertain us with their cheerful and lively music! All Iowa
CrossRoads CLC members are encouraged to drive their classic cars and attend this
fine event. Those planning to drive their classic cars should arrive by 1:30 p.m. for
adequate on-grounds display parking.

Hotel Information for the NE Iowa weekend event, August 23-24!
Another two-day, overnight summer weekend retreat in NE Iowa is planned for
Friday-Saturday, August 23-24, 2019. Proposed stops include the National Farm Toy
Museum, Field of Dreams, Breitbach’s Restaurant, Pikes Peak State Park, and the
Wilder Memorial Museum. Accommodations will be at The Landing in Guttenberg.
Four rooms have been reserved in Steve Fox’s name for Friday, August 23, 2019. The
room choices are:
 Private room with a queen bed;
 Private room with a queen bed and hideaway sofa;
 Suite with two queen beds;
 Suite with two separate bedrooms (for two parties to share).
Rooms will be held until Monday, July 15, then released to the general public. To
book your reservation for one of the above listed rooms, call the Landing reservation
desk at 563-252-1615. Tell them that you are with Steve Fox’s party and wish to
book a room reserved for that block.
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New Introductions in Cadillac (1989-99)
Authored by Thomas Bonsall; Provided and edited by Steve Fox
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadillac
In 1991, Cadillac introduced the Northstar engine, which were a family of highperformance 90°-V engines produced by General Motors from 1991 to 2010.
Regarded as GM's most technically complex engine, the original double overhead
cam, four-valve per cylinder, aluminum block/aluminum head V-8 design was
developed by Oldsmobile's R&D, but is most associated with Cadillac's Northstar
series. The related Northstar System was Cadillac's trademarked name for a package
of performance features introduced in mid-1992 that coupled variable-valve timing,
road-sensing suspension, variable power steering, and 4-wheel disc brakes to the
Division's high-output and high-torque Northstar engines.
For 1992, the Seville was redesigned to better compete with luxury performance
sedans from Europe and had adopted some styling cues from the 1988 Cadillac
Voyage concept car. It also made Car and Driver magazine's Ten Best list that year.
A year later, the Brougham was discontinued and replaced by the all-new rear-wheel
drive 1993 Fleetwood. The previous front-wheel drive Fleetwood was renamed Sixty
Special for 1993. That same year, the Coupe de Ville was discontinued due to the
declining popularity of full-size coupes.
For 1994, the de Ville was redesigned to share the K-body platform with the Seville.
The body was redesigned, although the wheelbase remained at 113.8 inches—rather
than the 111 inches used on the Seville. Production moved to Hamtramck, Michigan.
Also for 1994, all de Ville models included a standard SRS driver-side front airbag, as
well as fully digital instrumentation with integrated message center, which provided
important vehicle information and status, current speed, outside temperature, and
more, with controls mounted to the left of the instrument cluster. Also standard was
a dual-zone front HVAC system, with controls located to the right of the instrument
cluster, and remote controls on the front passenger door panel. A SRS passenger'sside front airbag became standard equipment after a restyling in 1996, which also
brought revised exterior styling and new audio systems with TheftLock coded antitheft technology. In 1995, the High Technology engine that had been used in
Cadillacs since 1982 was discontinued.
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Above: The 1989 Cadillac Fleetwood and the 1991 Cadillac de Ville.

Above: The 1992 Cadillac Seville and the 1994 Cadillac de Ville.
For 1997, the Catera mid-size sedan was introduced as Cadillac's new entry level
model. The de Ville was also redesigned that year. The late 1990s saw Cadillac field
its first ever entry in the growing SUV segment. The Escalade, introduced in 1999,
was marketed to compete with the Lincoln Navigator and luxury SUVs from various
import brands.

Above: The 1997 Cadillac Catera and the 1999 Cadillac Escalade.
May your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Karen Wright (June 3)
Bob Carlson (June 21)
Happy Anniversary to Members
Jim & Janice Johnson
(June 8)
Note: If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!

TREASURER’S REPORT
(as of May 29, 2019)
Veridian Credit Union CD: $5,141.42
Wells Fargo Checking Account: $780.92
Checking Account Expenditures for May 2019:
Printing & Postage Costs (Karen Pittman): $24.60
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IN MEMORIAM
It is with deep regret that I report the passing of long-time regional club member,
Steve Muir. Steve became a member of National CLC and the Iowa CrossRoads
Region in 2012. He and his wife Betty (who predeceased him in 2015) were active
members of our regional club, attending many club social events. Last year, in 2018,
Steve moved into Accura HealthCare of Newton-East, a nursing home. He passed
away at Mercy Hospital in Des Moines on Wednesday, May 7, 2019. Steve was 74
years old and will be best remembered for his unusual humor and immense tipping
style. In his honor, a $50 gift from the Iowa CrossRoads CLC will be donated to the
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Central Iowa, a charity requested by
his family. Here is Steve’s obituary, provided by longtime family friend Jill Clapper:
James Stevenson Muir (“Steve”) 74, was born in Airdrie, Lanarkshire Scotland, on September 7, 1944 to Andrew
and Isobel Stevenson Muir. Steve and his family immigrated to the United States when he was three. The family
first settled in What Cheer, Iowa, but shortly thereafter moved to Oskaloosa, where Steve grew up, attended
school and graduated from Oskaloosa Senior High School in 1962. After graduation, Steve joined the military
and served in Thailand during the Vietnam War. Following military service, Steve returned to Iowa and began
working on the manufacturing line at the Maytag Company in Newton, where he worked until retirement. Steve
first married Roberta Lucas in Eddyville, Iowa, and they had one daughter. Steve met his second wife--the love
of his life--Betty Smits, in Pella, Iowa. They were married in 1976, and lived for a brief time in Pella before moving
to Newton, where they resided until Betty passed away in 2014.
Steve had difficulty maintaining relationships with friends and family. However, those who knew Steve on his
best days recall his wittiness and God-given gift for extemporaneous rhymes about any person or subject matter.
His nieces will remember his ditty: “When all of a sudden, from out of the blue, came the man in the new, little,
blue Subaru!” Steve was generous with money, at times leaving large tips for servers, with a wink, a nod and a
“Keep the change, Buddy!” He also enjoyed football, cuddling with his cats and driving a vintage Cadillac to buy
a burger and fries at favorite fast food joints. No regular burger would do —Steve always went for the largest
menu options “I’ll have the Oinker burger with the Amana ham, please, and give me a vanilla shake and some
extra fries with that, Buddy!”
Steve’s nieces and nephews fondly remember weekends in their childhood, when he used to entertain them with
his Lionel trains and by playing chess. A family favorite was playing Monopoly with Uncle Steve and Aunt Betty
during the holidays. He invariably cheated, hiding money under the game board. When others would land on his
properties, he would jeer with a smirk, saying “Thank you, come again!” as they paid the last of their makebelieve fortunes.
Steve passed away in Des Moines Mercy Hospital on May 7, 2019. Now at peace, he joins family members who
preceded him in death: wife Betty, parents Andrew and Isobel, and brother Rev. William Muir. Steve is survived
by a daughter, Stephanie (Dostal) Gibson, a step-daughter, Angela Dostal, a brother Alastair (Lynn) Muir, a sisterin-law Helen Muir and multiple nieces and nephews. The family recognizes Betty’s friend, Jill Clapper, who
helped take care of Steve after Betty passed away.
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Mr.
Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road, East
Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the
calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues
are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your Self-Starter
mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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