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IOWA CROSSROADS CLC
DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
On a chilly and blustery day (Saturday, April 20, 2019), six members of the Iowa
CrossRoads Region and two guests had lunch at Chuck’s Bar & Grill in Coon Rapids,
Iowa, followed by a tour of the Templeton Rye Distillery in Templeton, Iowa. Those
present were Jim & Karen Pittman, Lyle & Lori Dahl, Nora Schlenker, Steve Fox, and
Steve’s son and daughter-in-law, Joel & Sarah Fox. After a great lunch at Chuck’s
Bar & Grill (who serves the absolute best beer-battered pork tenderloin sandwich
you will ever eat), the eight of us proceeded to the Templeton Rye Distillery for a 90minute tour of their museum and distillery. The museum focused on the history of
the distillery and its founders; and the distillery itself focused (of course) on the
actual process in which Templeton Rye whisky is made.
Templeton Rye was originally made in Templeton, Iowa during the prohibition era
as a way for farmers in the Carroll County area to supplement their income. Amber
in color, it was considered to be of particularly high quality and was popular in
Chicago, Omaha, and Kansas City speakeasies during the 1920’s and early 30’s. It
was said to be the mobster Al Capone's drink of choice. More recently Templeton
Rye has been introduced as a brand of whiskey that its producer claims is based on
a prohibition-era recipe. Distribution outside of Iowa began in August 2007.
Templeton Rye brand whiskey is mostly distilled and aged in charred oak barrels
for 4 to 6 years in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, by MGP of Indiana utilizing a recipe shared
with other brands. However, production is slowly shifting to the newly-built
Below: Sipma’s
1940 LaSalle
& Trompke’s
distillery
in Templeton,
Iowa;
with thatCorvette.
distillery becoming fully operational in 2022.
Currently, the whiskey is combined with an "alcohol flavoring formulation" from
Clarendon Flavor Engineers referred to as “blenders”, which are added to make it
taste as close as possible to original recipe from the prohibition era, then bottled at
the distillery in Templeton, Iowa.
After the tour, club members were treated to a Templeton Rye tasting session,
then proceeded to the gift shop to purchase some fine gifts for themselves and
others. Special thanks to fellow club member Lyle Dahl for suggesting this fine tour
for our club to enjoy!
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Above: Barrel stack and “coast is clear” white horse at Templeton Rye Distillery.

Above: Templeton Rye Distillery, aged whisky barrel, and signed storeroom barrels.

Above: With our tour guide inside the Templeton Rye Distillery Museum.

Above: Exhibits inside the Templeton Rye Distillery Museum in Templeton, Iowa.
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Above: Rye, barley and yeast in fermentation vessels inside Templeton Rye Distillery

Above: Distillation column and bottling line inside the Templeton Rye Distillery.

A

Above: Daughter-in-law Sarah signs a barrel after the tour, and signed tour barrel.

Above: Templeton fire truck and inside the Templeton Rye Distillery tasting room.
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Above: Fellow Iowa CrossRoads CLC member Nora Schlenker and my son, Joel Fox,
share a toast of Templeton Rye whiskey inside the tasting room.

Above (Left to Right): Lyle & Lori Dahl, Joel & Sarah Fox, Nora Schlenker, Steve Fox,
Karen and Jim Pittman at the Templeton Rye Distillery in Templeton, Iowa.
May your sails be taut and the wind always remain at your back!
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

May 2019

Members of the Iowa Crossroads CLC can look forward to 13 scheduled touring events
in 2019 to place upon your home calendars! Please note that all events and dates
listed below are subject to change depending upon the availability of the planned
tours. Look for upcoming event flyers throughout the year that detail finalized plans
for each event including actual times, dates, and locations. Please place these fine
events on your calendar without delay! Any questions and/or concerns regarding
these scheduled events should be directed to our Activities Chairman, Steve Fox, at
your convenience. He can be reached by phone at (515) 491-2624 or by e-mail at
foxenterprises@yahoo.com. Above header provided by our webmaster, Gary Wright.
February: This year, our traditional Valentine’s Luncheon to honor the ladies of our
club was held at Trellis Cafe inside the Greater Des Moines Botanical Center in Des
Moines, Iowa on Saturday, February 16, 2019. Thirteen club members were in
attendance. Beautiful floral bouquets for the ladies and a tour of this fine indoor
botanical garden followed after the luncheon. Excluding travel time, this was a twohour social event. This special venue was proposed by club member Karen Pittman,
and special thanks to her for the candies and flowers!
March: On Saturday, March 30, 2019, 12 Iowa CrossRoads club members toured the
newly-expanded Iowa Gold Star Military Museum on the grounds of Camp Dodge in
Johnston, Iowa. Lunch followed at Radish Dining in Grimes. Excluding travel time,
this was a 3.5-hour touring event. A tour of the Iowa Gold Star Military Museum was
proposed by regional club director, Steve Fox; and lunch at Radish Dining was
proposed by fellow club member, Linda Wold.
April: On Saturday, April 20 (Easter weekend), six members of the Iowa CrossRoads
CLC and two guests made a 90-minute tour of the Templeton Rye Distillery in
Templeton, Iowa. Before the tour, an excellent lunch was served at Chuck’s Bar &
Grill in Coon Rapids. Excluding travel time, this was be a 3-hour dining and touring
event. This event was proposed by fellow club member, Lyle Dahl.
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May: Our annual spring weekend retreat at Lake Okoboji and Spirit Lake in beautiful
NW Iowa will occur on the early Friday-Saturday weekend of May 10-11, 2019 to
accommodate families with Mother’s Day plans on Sunday, May 12. Eric and Patt
Anderson are planning to set up some more fine events for us to attend over that
early weekend. Hotel accommodations will be at the Oakwood Inn, the fabulous
bed and breakfast where we stayed the last two years. This annual event was initially
proposed by fellow club members Eric & Patt Anderson, who have graciously
volunteered to handle most of the touring arrangements for this annual spring
getaway! A special thanks to them for all their efforts!
Mid-June: The 2019 CLC Grand National in Louisville, Kentucky is being hosted by
the Indiana Region of the CLC and will occur during the week of June 11-15, 2019.
The host hotel and venue for the show field will be the Crowne Plaza Louisville
(located at 830 Phillips Lane in Louisville). Nearby tours will include Churchill Downs
(the home of the Kentucky Derby), the Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, and a
riverboat dinner cruise on the Ohio River. For more information, please access the
following website: https://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/page/grandnational
Late-June: Our traditional, classic-car show ‘n shine that is held annually at the
Olmsted-Urban House Ice Cream Social & Open House will occur from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, June 30, 2019. Interested club members will show off their magnificent
automobiles at this very tranquil, 1920’s style homemade pie and ice cream social
that features an old-fashioned Dixieland band duo and a tour of the 1904 historical
Olmsted-Urban House. Excluding travel time, this is a 2½-hour social event. This is
an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
July: The Iowa CrossRoads CLC has been graciously invited to join the Hawkeye Buick
Club for a joint picnic and get together at the farmstead of Gene and Betty Upstill in
Gilbert, Iowa on Saturday, July 20, 2019. Over the past several years, this has been
a joint annual event that is thoroughly enjoyed by both clubs. A special thanks goes
out to Gene and Betty for their generous offer, which we graciously accept. We
greatly look forward to attending!
August: Another two-day, overnight summer weekend retreat in Guttenburg, Iowa
is planned for August, with the actual dates to be determined soon. Last year’s
retreat included events at Breitbach’s, Promised Land Winery, St. Mary’s Church,
Pikes Peak State Park, and accommodations at The Landing. Last year’s event was
proposed and planned by club members Dean and Vickie Stoltenberg. We hope to
enlist their help in planning this event again this year!
The Iowa CrossRoads Region
Visit us on the web at www.iowacrossroadsregion.org

May 2019

Early-Sept: The Iowa CrossRoads CLC plans to, once again, participate in the fabulous
Des Moines Concours d’Elegance, the annual celebration promoting the art and
design of the automobile. This year’s event will be held on the weekend of
September 7-8, 2019. Exhibitors will be invited to attend an optional driving event
on Saturday morning (September 7) and the exhibitor’s banquet at the Wellmark
Building in downtown Des Moines later that evening. On Sunday, September 8, a
display of the finest automobiles and motorcycles from our exhibitors will line the
streets in a record 16 classes along the Pappajohn Sculpture Park in downtown Des
Moines. More information regarding this fine weekend event can be obtained at the
Des Moines Concours d’Elegance website: http://www.desmoinesconcours.com.
This is an annual Iowa CrossRoads regional club automotive social event.
Late-Sept: The Cadillac & LaSalle Club Museum’s Fall Festival at the Gilmore Car
Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan will be held on the weekend of September 2628, 2019. For more information on this fine event, please access the following
website: https://www.cadillacfallfestival.com. The fall festival is an annual weekend
touring event hosted by the West Michigan Region of the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.
October: A weekend trip to Lincoln, Nebraska to tour the Speedway Motors
Museum of American Speed has been proposed for early October, most likely the
weekend of October 5-6, 2019. The trip will also include a visit to the I-80 Speedway
in Greenwood and a tour of the private car collection of fellow club members, Dick
& Sue Boswell. This weekend event was proposed by fellow club member, Eric
Anderson and a special thanks goes out to Dick and Sue for allowing our club to tour
their private car collection.
November: Weather dependent, we will travel the White Pole Road, a 26-mile
scenic byway that extends from Adair to Dexter along old U.S. Highway 6. Along the
way we will visit the Iowa Veterans Cemetery in Van Meter, have lunch in Menlo,
tour All Saints Catholic Cathedral in Stuart, and much more. Including travel time
from Des Moines, this will be a 6-hour touring event. This event was proposed by
fellow Iowa CrossRoads club member Lyle Dahl.
December: Our annual Christmas Dinner will occur on Saturday, December 7 at
Tursi’s, the Latin King Restaurant in Des Moines. Mr. Tursi is offering us a private
room and an early open at 3:30 p.m. free of charge. The Latin King has been in Des
Moines since 1947 and is a magnificent dining experience. Plus, it comes well
recommended by Lyle & Lori Dahl, so you know it has to be good! This is an annual
Iowa CrossRoads regional club social event.
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PLEASE JOIN THE IOWA CROSSROADS CLC FOR A FABULOUS
WEEKEND UP AT BEAUTIFUL LAKE OKOBOJI ON MAY 10-11, 2019!

Where To Meet: Interested club members from eastern and central Iowa will meet
at Earl May’s Garden Center, located at 1509 N. Ankeny Boulevard in Ankeny, Iowa,
at 9 a.m. on Friday, May 10, 2019. From there, we will caravan northwest along
Interstate 35, U.S. 20 and U.S. 71 to Okoboji and the Iowa Great Lakes region.
Lunch: Fellow club member, Eric Anderson has made arrangements for us to dine at
Mill Creek Restaurant, located at 908 9th Street in Milford (phone: 712-338-2621)
when we all arrive there on Friday at 1 p.m.
Friday Afternoon Tours: Following lunch, we will enjoy a tour of Dickinson County
Nature Center, located at 22785 Nature Center Road (formerly 2279 170th Street) in
Okoboji (phone: 712-336-6352). After the nature center tour, we will proceed to
the Winchester House in Spirit Lake, where there is a fabulous array of Winchesterproduced items, including rifles, shotguns, cutting tools and kitchen utensils.
Accommodations: Before proceeding to dinner, we will check in at our hotel
accommodations provided by the Oakwood Inn, a relaxing bed and breakfast located
at 2625 41st Street in Spirit Lake (phone: 712-332-8057).
Dinner: Eric and Patt Anderson have arranged for our group to dine at Minerva’s
Restaurant, located at 1405 Highway 71 in Okoboji (phone: 712-332-5296) at 6:00
p.m. on Friday, May 10. We had a fabulous dinner there last year and hope to repeat
our experience this year. The restaurant specializes in hand-cut steaks, fresh seafood
and authentic pasta dishes.
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Saturday Breakfast: Relax and enjoy a lavish homemade continental breakfast at
the Oakwood Inn. Check out time is 10 a.m., but we hope to be on our way by 9:45
a.m. so that we can enjoy a 10 a.m. tour of the Clark Museum.
Saturday morning tour: Beginning at 10 a.m., we are scheduled to tour the Clark
Museum of the Oboboji Area & Iowa History, located at 2151 213th Avenue in
Milford, Iowa (phone: 712-338-2147). Established in 1985, the Clark Museum is one
of the most enjoyable and informative history museums in Iowa. It features
numerous items from NW Iowa, displaying thousands of photographs and artifacts
from the Great Lakes Region of a time gone by.
Heading Home: After touring the Clark Museum, we will begin to head home by
noon on Saturday, May 11. Lunch will be on your own.
A very special thanks to Eric & Patt Anderson, who (year after year) continue to
make dining and touring arrangements for our club at this annual spring weekend
event in the Okoboji area!

Iowa CrossRoads club members aboard the Queen II riverboat during last year’s trip
to Lake Okoboji and the Iowa Great Lakes Region. Above (left to right): Joel Fox, Eric
Anderson, Dean Stoltenberg, Jim Caffrey, Lori Dahl, Lyle Dahl, Vickie Stoltenberg, Patt
Anderson, Rick Massure, Nora Schlenker, and Sarah Fox.
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New Technology-Assisted Luxury Features in Cadillac (1981-88)
Authored by Thomas Bonsall; Provided and edited by Steve Fox
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadillac
The 1980s saw the introduction of many new, technology-assisted luxury features.
Among these was the return of the memory seat option, not available since the 1958
Eldorado Brougham. The 1981 model year brought standard digital heating and air
conditioning controls to all models. In 1982, the High Technology engine was
introduced. It was originally scheduled for a 1983 release, later delayed to 1985,
with its intended applications being the downsized front-wheel drive models that
Cadillac would introduce that year. The 1983 model year saw the introduction of the
Delco/Bose stereo system option, an $895 cassette-stereo system available only on
the Eldorado and Seville. This Bose system would eventually become available on
the DeVille and Fleetwood models on their 1985 FWD editions. The Trip Computer,
available for Eldorado in 1979 and Seville in 1978 and 1979, was replaced in 1981
with the availability of digital instrumentation with some Trip Computer functions
being replaced by the new digital heating and air conditioning control panel. Digital
instrumentation would become available for the new FWD DeVille and Fleetwood
series in 1985.
Because of a delay in production of the new front-drive Cadillac DeVilles (which were
now going to be 1985 models), 1984 was a rerun for the rear-wheel-drive Coupe de
Ville ($17,140) and its four-door companion, the popular Sedan de Ville ($17,625). It
would also be the last time DeVille used the "V" emblem below the Cadillac crest, as
1985 models and on would use the crest and wreath emblem - formerly a Fleetwood
exclusive. Minor changes included new body-color side moldings and a revised
exhaust system with a revamped catalytic converter. The diesel V-8 was now
available at no additional charge. While the optional d'Elegance package remained
at $1,150, the Cabriolet option for Coupe de Ville went up to $420. For 1984, sales
figures show a total four-door production of 107,920 units, and an additional 50,840
two-door units (figures include de Ville and Fleetwood models). The new front-drive
1985 Coupe de Ville and Sedan de Ville arrived in Cadillac showrooms during the
Spring of 1984, about six months earlier than most new-car introductions, so both
the 1984 rear-drive and 1985 front-drive models were selling and being produced
(due to separate assembly plants) at the same time for nearly half a year. The 1985
model year saw the new front-wheel-drive DeVille and Fleetwood models released
after quality delays prevented a planned 1984 model-year introduction.
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Above: The 1984 & 1985 Cadillac Coupe de Ville.
The 1986 model year saw new downsized Eldorado and Seville models. The following
year brought the closure of Detroit Assembly on Clark Street in Detroit, where
Cadillacs had been made since 1921. In 1987, the all-new Pininfarina-bodied Allante
roadster came to market featuring the HT-4100 V8 engine.
The Sixty Special returned in 1987 as the top owner-driven Cadillac in the frontwheel-drive GM C-body lineup, with a planned production run of just 2,000 cars. The
1987-1988 Sixty Specials were unique, custom-crafted cars, which featured a fiveinch (127-mm) longer wheelbase over the DeVille/Fleetwood on which they were
based. Similarly equipped to the standard-size Fleetwood d'Elegance, the model on
which it was based, the Sixty Special also included an anti-lock braking system (a
$925 Fleetwood option) and a stainless-steel exhaust system not available on other
Cadillacs. In 1987, the Sixty Special carried a base price of $34,850 - more than
$8,700 over the price of the Fleetwood d'Elegance.

Above: The 1987 Pininfarina-bodied Allante Roadster & 1987 Fleetwood 60 Special.
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Happy Birthday to Members
Danette Keme (May 5)
Jim Pittman (May 9)
Lori Dahl (May 22)
Betty Sorenson (May 26)

Happy Anniversary to Members
Jim & Karen Pittman
(May 24)
Note: If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!

TREASURER’S REPORT
(as of May 4, 2019)
Veridian Credit Union CD: $5,141.42
Wells Fargo Checking Account: $805.52
Checking Account Expenditures for April 2019:
None
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For all new and renewing members, please fill out the form below and mail it to: Mr.
Gary Wright, Membership Chair, Iowa CrossRoads C.L.C., 17618 Hubbard Road, East
Moline, Illinois 61244. Note: If your dues are not received by February 28th of the
calendar year, you will no longer receive the newsletter and your regional
membership will be dropped. Also, please take note as to when your national dues
are due and pay them at the appropriate time, as this is listed on your Self-Starter
mailing label and will vary for each member.
Personal Information
National Membership Number (Required): _________________________________________
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________

State: ________

Zip Code: _______________

Home Phone: __________________

Work Phone: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ____________________

E-Mail Address: __________________________

Spouse’s Name: ________________

Anniversary: _____________________________

Your Birthday: __________________

Spouse’s Birthday: ________________________

Cadillac/LaSalle Vehicle Information
Year: ________________________

Make: __________________________________

Model: ______________________

Body Style: ______________________________
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